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The Nugget

The Newsletter of the Mother Lode DX/Contest Club

MEETING DATE, LOCATION & PROGRAM 

What:..TBD!!!!!

Where: Mountain Mike’s Pizza in Martell, CA. 
When: Saturday, November 22 at our regular time (The room is reserved from 11AM-3PM.)
At the last meeting, the question was asked if anyone knew how Gary Stilwell was doing. de Bob, W1RH
Response from the man himself:
I am doing fine.   I have had to re-learn to walk and do other things but have progressed nicely.  I was able to leave the house for a few hours last Wednesday.  I had acute respiratory failure so it was quite serious.  10 days in intensive care.  I hope to make next meeting. de KI6T

FROM THE PREZ

Meeting agenda (Time “suggested”): 

11:30
(Pre-meeting Board Meeting as needed)

12:00
Call to order and Agenda Review

12:05
Officer Roll Call

12:08
Old business

•
Minutes review and acceptance

•
Treasurer report, including presentation of proposed budget or issues

•
Committee reports, if any

•
Meeting dates (approve/amend)

•
Recognition of achievements, milestones and other.

12:30
New business

•
New Members?

•
Contest planning—Results from CQP and Sweepstakes

•
Upcoming DX

•
Nominations and Elections

•
Review action items

13:15
Guest Speaker/presentations: 

15:00
Adjourn

Nominations

Your Club needs you!  I'm looking for two or three volunteers to act as a nominating committee for the upcoming elections at our meeting on November 22, 2008.  Descriptions of the Officer duties are found in the club bylaws: http://www.mldxcc.com/membership.html.  If you are willing to assist with nominations or volunteer for an office, please give me a call.  My cell phone number is 916-838-4047.  

We need nominations for: 

•
President, 

•
Vice President (Shirley Rose, AA6K)

•
Treasurer (Carolyn Wilson, K6TKD)

•
Secretary

•
And two Directors. (Rich NU6T)

The nominating committee receives suggestions for positions or volunteers, and prepares nominations for the vote at the November meeting.  The committee will contact potential nominees to confirm their willingness to run for office and answer any questions they may have. Current officers and Directors help with questions.  

If you would like to volunteer to run, the nominating committee will be pleased.  So far, Shirley Rose, AA6K, has asked to run for Vice President this year.  Carolyn Wilson, K6TKD, and Kay Anderson, K6KO have shared the Secretary/Treasurer for several years.  Carolyn is willing to continue as Treasurer.  Kay would like us to find a replacement.  I will not be running for President this year.  Thanks to all for their service this past year.

We have two Director positions to fill.  Thanks to Directors Norm Wilson, N6JV and George Campbell, KG6OJV for their service this past year. 

Your club needs you.  Please consider service on the nominating committee or as an officer.

Contesting

Well, everyone seems to have had fun in CQP this year.  Conditions were a bit difficult for some, but I also saw some big scores out there.  Dick, K6LRN, noted recently that we seem to have nearly a 2:1 margin over REDXA this year, but also heard that a San Diego Club pushed to challenge us this year.  Time will tell.  

The next contest is CQ Worldwide DX Contest, SSB from 0000Z Oct 25 to 2400Z Oct 26.  I believe I heard Shirley suggest that we run as a club in the contest.  Good luck to all.  Next comes ARRL Sweepstakes Contest, CW from 2100Z Nov 1 to 0300Z Nov 3followed by ARRL Sweepstakes Contest, SSB from 2100Z Nov 15 to 0300Z Nov 17.  I hear that PVRC is gunning for NCCC again this year.  If you are not a member of NCCC, please consider joining.  Good luck to all.

DX

Willis Island DXpedition is active.  I know a few of you made contact.  I hope to hear of many successes at the November meeting.  I recently found a web page that shows upcoming and ongoing DXpeditions on a map: http://www.n0hr.com/wk34/.  Hover your cursor over the mapped spots and some info on the operation pops up with clickable links to DXpedition web pages.  Nice!

There are a bunch of DXpeditions expected in October including another shot at VU4 and VU7.  Al, AD6E, and friends are headed out to PHG at the end of the month.  Enough to keep everyone busy this month.  Good luck to all.

Rich; NU6T@ARRL.net; 916-962-2431

Vice President’s QRM

While I’m not a “Big Gun” DXer it seems hard to believe that we’re at the bottom of the sun spot cycle.  Using my 100-watt IC-756PII into a 3el 30/40 SteppIR or an inverted vee for 80M I’ve worked lots of pretty good DX in the past month.  Although I have been unable to get any “new ones” I have been able to fill a number of band countries including Botswana (A25/DL7DF) on 40M, Senegal (6W1SJ) on 40M, UK Sovereign Bases on Cyprus (ZC4VJ) on 40M, Willis Is (VK9DWX) on 17M, Sierra Leone (9L1X) on 30M, and the Azores (CU2A) on 80M.  

  At this time our 2009 calendar for presentations at club meetings is quite open.  If anyone has an item of interest for a club meeting please contact me at rosesl@prodigy.net with the information and the item will be worked into the schedule.  The January meeting is already booked but the rest of the year is open.  All assistance in securing presentations will be greatly appreciated by our club members.

73 de AA6K

Shirl       

Member news/feedback/Announcements.

In the last several weeks I have sent out many QSLs for confirmation on 30 meters and 17 meters.  I now have enough for DXCC on both bands.  I went back through my logs of the last 3 years and found more than enough contacts.  Now to work on 12 meters when the sun spots increase.  Also need to get an amplifier to work on 160 ( or adapt my SB-220 to cover 160) and get a better antenna up in the air. 73, Jettie, W6RFF
I gave a talk at the Pacificon antenna seminar on loop antennas.  This is an expanded version of the one I gave at

Visalia.  I have added detailed construction info and photos.

You should be able to build one of these now.  I have also converted the file to .pdf so you don't need Powerpoint using a very good converter called "One click".  Here's the URL:
http://www.n6rk.com/loopantennas/pacificon.pdf
Rick N6RK

EDITOR’S NOTES

Ok folks, I don’t want to threaten anyone but where are the photo’s that I requested?  We want to have a first class newsletter and we all want to do a bit of bragging as well.  Right?  So send me some shots of your operating-position, antennas, awards or anything you feel is important.  I will not ask you again.  But I don’t get anything from you, you may just get a visit from my friend Guido, he will make you an offer that you can’t refuse.  HI HI

Really, it ain’t that hard to shoot a digital photo or two, I can even do it!

The photo below is a “brag-shot” of the three towers at W6SR.  In the first photo, the tower on the left supports a DX Engineering 10-17M Log-periodic (10 elements on a 24’ boom) on a 50’ tower.

The tower on the right supports a 2 element HB 30M beam at 70’, a 3 element HB 20M beam at 78’ and a 5 element M2 6M beam at 84’.
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The second photo shows the 3rd tower at W6SR.  It is 70’ of Rohn 25, with a 10’ Alum. mast out the top, it is located on the lower part of our property about 300’ from the house  It supports a Force 12 C3E at 72’ and a HB rotating dipole for 40M at 80 feet.  I shunt-feed the tower on 160M and it is a top-loaded vertical on that band.  It also supports my 2 element (NE/SW) 80M vertical-beam array.  The other verticals that surround the periphery of the tower are a 3 element vertical (triangle array) beam for 40M.  Oh, did I mention that there are over 8200 feet of radials on the ground that makes everything work.

Lyle, K6QG and I did play in the 10GHz contest on Sept. 20th and 21st, which is why you didn’t see our happy faces at the last meeting. We were atop Lawson Peak, but Murphy was there also, plus conditions were lousy!  On top of that, Lyle had some transverter problems, so a wonderful outing it wasn’t.  I went to 3 other spots and still had fun but the long distances I had hoped to cover (on 10GHz) were not to be.  Oh well, maybe next year…

It’s alive!  It’s alive!  No not Frankenstein’s monster, but the HF bands.  I worked a 9L1 and 5N on 30M as well as CX and, so I guess things on HF are picking-up a bit.  Thanks God for little favors…….

Ginny, N6RER operated the CQP from here, Karen and I worked hard be gracious hosts, because Bill and Ginny certainly were wonderful when we (including the club’s multi-single and multi-II operation) when we operated from their place.  Ginny operated SSB only, and managed a clean-sweep (she worked all the mults.) and had 800+ qsos.  Fortunately, Murphy stayed away and seemed to work well.

In the last 2 weeks I have gotten off my dead-butt and repaired the three busted beverage antennas.  And, I have even started the assembly of my wife’s birthday present (her birthday was last January), an 8’X 8’ greenhouse.  OK, OK I guess I’m not the fastest as getting started on such things, but lets face it, no one need a greenhouse when it’s 100 degrees outside, right?  So I think my start is timely.

Ginny’s CQP operation kicked-off the start of the contest-DX season and it appears the station is now ready for SS and the CQWW.

Enough for now, CU all November 22nd………de Rick, W6SR

October 2008 Treasurer’s Report

Balance September 1, 2008
$723.85

Income:
None
            

Expenses:
None
            

Balance October 1, 2008:
$723.85

Carolyn Wilson K6TKD, Treasurer 

General Meeting Minutes, 20 September 2008.   

President Rich Hill, NU6T, called the meeting to order at 12:20 PM at Mountain Mike’s Pizza in Martell, CA with 12 members present.

Officers’ Roll Call.  Present were President Rich, Vice President Shirley Rose, AA6K; Directors Dick Wilson, K6LRN, Norm Wilson, N6JV and George Campbell, KG6OJV; and Secretary Kay Anderson, K6KO.

Old Business.  Thanks to Norm, N6JV, for his work on the website changeover.  The domain name is now MLDXCC.org; it is now easier to update, and our newsletter editor Rick, W6SR, can now send out e-mail such as “Here’s the meeting…” and “Here’s the newsletter…”.  Jeff Stai, WK6I, the previous manager, will need to re-direct the Go Daddy account from MLDXCC.com to the new MLDXCC.org.  Norm is now the new website manager.  Action Item:  Rich, NU6T, to contact Jeff to effect the re-direct.

July’s Joint Meeting with NCCC.  Following the success of the July Joint Meeting, it was decided to discontinue the “potluck”-style meeting of previous years and to make the Old Spaghetti Factory in Stockton the venue of next year’s meeting as well. Vice President Shirley, AA6K, will once again work with the OSF on scheduling and planning.  The three boxes of supplies left over from previous years at the Senior Center will be given to Brandt Woodward, K6BEW, and donated to the local high school for their use.

Swap and Sell.  Bill Snider, K6KM, listed several items for sale, including a 2060A antenna tuner for $200, 4-element and 8-element 10M antennas at half the current price, roofing filters and a fully loaded 100W Elecraft K2.  Shirley, AA6K, suggested a “For Sale” page on the website; it should include only the call sign and/or the e-mail address of the seller.

Achievements.  Norm Wilson, N6JV, has won the WPX RTTY #1 award, all WARC bands and #1 for digital.  Doug Murray, N6BU, inquired about the magic number regarding sending speed vs. number of repeats; Rich, WC6H, reported that 32 seemed a good speed on the first day, with 30 and 28 on the second.  Norm said 26 was the best speed “on the islands” and not much less.

Upcoming Contests/DX/Events.  Dick, K6LRN, reminded everyone that CQP is coming up the first weekend of October and requested as many participants as possible get on the air, and make as many QSOs as possible.  Anyone not an NCCC member should join in support.  Shirley, AA6K, suggested a weekly e-mail be sent to all members reminding them of the contest.  Dick also has 4 club CQP plaques up for adoption.  Ken, K6TA, reported that the plaque usually goes to the club president at the time of the contest. 

Next Meeting Date/Venue.  The next meeting will be held on Saturday, October 11 at Mountain Mike’s Pizza in Martell.  This is a change from the originally published date to avoid contest/Pacificon conflict.

Adjournment.  Meeting was adjourned at 1:20 PM.  Following a short break, the 2007 3X5A DXpedition to Guinea was aired. 

Kay Anderson, K6KO, Secretary 

General Meeting Minutes, 11 October 2008.   President Rich Hill, NU6T, called the meeting to order at 12:25 PM at Mountain Mike’s Pizza in Martell, CA with 11 members present.

Officers’ Roll Call.  Present were President Rich, Vice President Shirley Rose, AA6K; Director Dick Wilson, K6LRN; and Secretary Kay Anderson, K6KO.

Minutes and Treasurer’s Report.  The Nugget newsletter will be published later this month and both the 20 September and the 11 October minutes and Treasurer’s reports will be approved/amended as printed therein at the 22 November meeting.

Contests/DX/Events.  Dick, K6LRN, reported that our score in the California QSO Party (CQP) was currently around 2.1 million, with Redwood Empire DX currently coming in at 1.2 million points.  Word is that a San Diego club was making an excellent effort as well.  Of our 40 or so members, nearly half turned out to participate.  Kudos to all involved, especially to Rich Cutler, WC6H, for an outstanding single op effort of 300K points.  As for DX, Willis, VK9DWX, is on now, and P29VLR is coming up on October 20th.  Only 1 sunspot has been reported over the last month, and that only long enough to be reportable.  17 meters RTTY has been available for short periods only.  Most members are now preparing for winter.

Election of 2009 Officers.  Rich, NU6T, will form a nomination committee.  He is not available to continue as President in 2009, but will be available in 2010.  Shirley, AA6K, will continue as Vice-President.  As of today’s meeting, the positions of Secretary and Treasurer, plus two additional Directors will also need to be filled.

Future Programs.  Bob Hess, W1RH, has agreed to provide future programs on HDTV, digital TV vs. analog TV, and building tall broadcast towers; Jim Brown, K9YC, will be contacted to schedule the second half of his presentation; Rich Cutler, WC6H, on antenna loading; and presentation of the NCDXF video on the 9X0R Rwanda DXpedition.

Meeting Dates/Venues.  The next meeting will be held on Saturday, 22 November at Mountain Mike’s Pizza in Martell.  There will be no December meeting; dates for the 2010 meetings will be announced soon, with January’s meeting scheduled for Mountain Mike’s also, and February’s meeting at the Colina de Oro Mexican restaurant in Plymouth.

Adjournment.  Meeting was adjourned at 1:45 PM.

Kay Anderson, K6KO, Secretary 

UPCOMING EVENTS

Old Foothill Flea Market

1st Sunday of each month at DeAnza College, intersection of I280 and State Highway 85.    The flea market is going under the name "ASVARA"

Livermore Swap Meet

(SELECT) UP-COMING CONTESTS

ARRL EME Contest 0000Z, Oct 18 to 2359Z, Oct 19 

JARTS WW RTTY Contest 0000Z, Oct 18 to 2400Z, Oct 19 

Stew Perry Topband Challenge 1500Z, Oct 18 to 1500Z, Oct 19 

W/VE Islands QSO Party 1600Z, Oct 18 to 2359Z, Oct 19 

Feld Hell Sprint 2200Z-2400Z, Oct 18 

50 MHz Fall Sprint 2300Z, Oct 18 to 0300Z, Oct 19 

Illinois QSO Party 1700Z, Oct 19 to 0100Z, Oct 20 

Run for the Bacon QRP Contest 0100Z-0300Z, Oct 20 

ARRL School Club Roundup 1300Z, Oct 20 to 2400Z, Oct 24 

NCCC Sprint 0230Z-0300Z, Oct 24 

CQ Worldwide DX Contest, SSB 0000Z, Oct 25 to 2400Z, Oct 26 

10-10 Int. Fall Contest 0001Z, Oct 25 to 2359Z, Oct 26 

NCCC Sprint 0230Z-0300Z, Oct 31 

November, 2008 

ARRL Sweepstakes Contest, CW 2100Z, Nov 1 to 0300Z, Nov 3 

NCCC Sprint 0230Z-0300Z, Nov 7 

WAE DX Contest, RTTY 0000Z, Nov 8 to 2359Z, Nov 9 

JIDX Phone Contest 0700Z, Nov 8 to 1300Z, Nov 9 

OK/OM DX Contest, CW 1200Z, Nov 8 to 1200Z, Nov 9 

Kentucky QSO Party 1400Z, Nov 8 to 0600Z, Nov 9 

CQ-WE Contest 1900Z, Nov 8 to 0500Z, Nov 9 

NCCC Sprint 0230Z-0300Z, Nov 14 

ARRL EME Contest 0000Z, Nov 15 to 2359Z, Nov 16 

ARRL Sweepstakes Contest, SSB 2100Z, Nov 15 to 0300Z, Nov 17 

Feld Hell Sprint 2100Z-2400Z, Nov 15 

Run for the Bacon QRP Contest 0200Z-0400Z, Nov 17 

YO International PSK31 Contest 1600Z-2200Z, Nov 21 

LZ DX Contest 1200Z, Nov 22 to 1200Z, Nov 23 

CQ Worldwide DX Contest, CW 0000Z, Nov 29 to 2400Z, Nov 30

December, 2008 

NCCC Sprint 0230Z-0300Z, Dec 5 

ARRL 160-Meter Contest 2200Z, Dec 5 to 1600Z, Dec 7 

NCCC Sprint 0230Z-0300Z, Dec 12 

ARRL 10-Meter Contest 0000Z, Dec 13 to 2400Z, Dec 14 

SKCC Weekend Sprintathon 0000Z-2400Z, Dec 14 

NCCC Sprint 0230Z-0300Z, Dec 19 

International Naval Contest 1600Z, Dec 20 to 1559Z, Dec 21 

Feld Hell Sprint 2100Z-2400Z, Dec 20 

Run for the Bacon QRP Contest 0200Z-0400Z, Dec 22 

Stew Perry Topband Challenge 1500Z, Dec 27 to 1500Z, Dec 28 

January, 2009 

NCCC Sprint 0230Z-0300Z, Jan 2 

ARRL RTTY Roundup 1800Z, Jan 3 to 2400Z, Jan 4 

NCCC Sprint 0230Z-0300Z, Jan 9 

NCCC Sprint 0230Z-0300Z, Jan 10 

North American QSO Party, CW 1800Z, Jan 10 to 0600Z, Jan 11 

NCCC Sprint 0230Z-0300Z, Jan 16 

NCCC Sprint 0230Z-0300Z, Jan 17 

North American QSO Party, SSB 1800Z, Jan 17 to 0600Z, Jan 18 

ARRL January VHF Sweepstakes 1900Z, Jan 17 to 0400Z, Jan 19 

NCCC Sprint 0230Z-0300Z, Jan 23 

CQ 160-Meter Contest, CW 2200Z, Jan 23 to 2159Z, Jan 25 

NCCC Sprint 0230Z-0300Z, Jan 30 

SARL Youth Day Sprint 0700Z-1100Z, Jan 31
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No 911*** 4 2 5 D X N E W S ***

**** DX INFORMATION ****

Edited by I1JQJ & IK1ADH Direttore Responsabile I2VGW
3A - Gianni, I1UWF will be active as 3A/I1UWF from Monaco on 25 October for the CQ WW DX SSB Contest. He plans to operate on 10, 15 and possibily 20 metres starting around 13 UTC, with 100 watts into a vertical antenna. QSL via home call. [TNX I1UWF]

3D2 - Aki, JA1NLX will be active as 3D2YA from Mana Island (OC-121) on 21-27 November. He will operate CW on or around 3505, 7015, 10115, 14035, 18075, 21035, 24895 and 28035 kHz. QSL via JA1NLX, direct or bureau. The logs will be uploaded to LoTW. [TNX K1XN]

3W - Mike/RL3BM and Arkady/UA4CC will be active as XV4BM and XV4CC from Phu Quoc Island (AS-128), Vietnam on 5-13 November. They plan tooperate CW and SSB on 80-10 metres, with 100 watts into vertical antennas and a 2-element wire vertical Yagi for 20m. This will be a family vacation, but the two will do their best to be on the airas much as possible. QSL via home calls. [TNX NG3K]

4X - Hal, W8HC and Jerry, K8OQL will return to Israel for another CQ WW DX SSB Contest from the Holyland. In commemoration of Israel's 60th Anniversary, they have been granted permission to operate as4X0C as a special event/contest station from atop the historical Masada National Park. Hal and Jerry will be hosted and joined by Ruben, 4Z5FI for their M/S operation during the contest. QSL viaW8HC, direct or bureau. The logs will be uploaded to LoTW. [TNX NG3K]
6Y - Francesco, IZ7KHR will be active as 6Y7K from Jamaica (NA-097) on 20-28 October. QSL via home call, direct or bureau. He is this year's Young Ham selected to participate in the CW WW DX SSB Contest from the 6Y1V station. 8Q - Oku, JK1KSB will be active as 8Q7SO from the Maldives (AS-013) from 26 October to 1 November. He plans to operate holiday style on 80-10 metres SSB, CW, RTTY and PSK31. QSL via home call, direct or bureau. [TNX JK1KSB]

8Q - Slavo, SP2JMB and his wife Dorota, SP2TO will be active as 8Q7SC from the Maldives (AS-013) from 25 November to 10 December, CQ WW DX CW Contest included. QSL via SP2JMB. [TNX SP2JMB]

9A - Mike, DL3VTA and Wolfgang, DL1DVP will operate CW, SSB, RTTY and PSK31 as 9A/DL3VTA and 9A/DL1DVP from Pag Island (EU-170) on 20-27October. QSL via home calls, direct or bureau. [TNX DL3VTA]

9H - Anne, OH2YL will be active as 9H3YL from Malta (EU-023) on 1-8 November. She plans to operate CW and SSB on the HF bands. QSL viahome call. [TNX OH2YL]

9L - Karl, DK2WV and other operators from Germany and England, plus one local operator, will be active as 9L0W from Sierra Leone between 21 October and 11 November. The team will counduct training courses in Amateur Radio at the University of Freetown. Activity will be on 160-6 metres with up to three stations, with amplifiers and different antennas. QSL via DK2WV, direct or bureau. [TNX OPDXBulletin]

9M8 - Steve, 9M6DXX will be active as 9M8Z from Sarawak, East Malaysia on 22-26 October, including an entry in the CQ WW DX SSB Contest.  Before the contest he will operate as time permits. QSL via M0URX, direct or bureau. [TNX 9M6DXX]

A4 - A43ICEM will participate in the JOTA event (18-19 October) from the International College of Engineering & Management. QSL direct to A41MA. [TNX A41MA]
EA8 - Stephan, DK3TNA will be active as EA8/DK3TNA from Fuerteventura (DIE S-006), Canary Islands (AF-004) from 20 October to 1 November. He will operate CW and SSB on 80-10 metres, with 100 watts and a dipole. QSL via home call, direct or bureau. [TNX www.rsgbiota.org]
EA8 - Jean/ON5JV and Georgette/ON6AK will be active as EA8/homecall from Tenerife, Canary Islands (AF-004) from 22 November to 3 February 2009. Activity will be mainly on 20 and 40 metres during their evenings. QSL via home calls (bureau preferred). [TNX ON5JV]

FM - Oliver, F6ARC, will be active as FM/F6ARC from Martinique (NA-107) from on 19-23 October. He plans to operate CW with a focus on 160-30 metres. [TNX F5NBU]
GW - The Strumble Head DX and Contest Group (http://www.mc0shl.com) will participate in the CQ WW DX SSB Contest as MW9W (Multi-Multi). On 22-28 October they will operate on 160-10 metres using the club call, MC0SHL. QSL via M0URX. [TNX G1VDP]

GW - Chris, M0DOL and others will be active on all bands and modes as GB4HI from both Holy Island (EU-124) and Anglesey (EU-005) for one week starting on 24 October. QSL via M0DOL.

HC - JA6GCE, JA6SOV and JM6EBU will be active as homecall/HC5 from Ecuador between 24 October and 2 November. They will operate SSB, CW and RTTY on 160-10 metres. QSL via home calls. They will also participate in the CQ WW DX SSB Contest as HD5J (QSL via JA6GCE) along with HC5WW. After the contest, and until 1 November, thefour of them will be visiting the Galapagos Islands (SA-004), with some limited activity as homecall/HC8. QSL HC5WW/HC8 via JA6VU, others via home calls. [TNX JA1ELY]

HC - SM6FKF, SM6LJU, SM7BUA and SM7NDX, along with HC2SL, will participate in the CQ WW DX CW Contest as HD2M (Multi-Multi) from
Nobol, Ecuador. Before the contest, starting on 25 November, they will operate as HC2/homecall, with a focus on the low bands CW, as well as on 12, 17 and 30 metres and RTTY. QSL HD2M via SM6FKF, others via home call. Further information will be posted on http://www.sk6m.com/hc
HK0_sa - Dennis, K7BV will be active again as 5J0M from San Andres (NA-033, EK92dm) from 19 June to 5 July 2009. Dennis will concentrate on 6 metres, but he may also be QRV on the HF bands. QSL direct to W1JJ. Further information at http://www.qth.com/k7bv/caribe2009
[TNX K7BV]

I - Silverio, IK3IUL will be active as IK3IUL/p from Pellestrina Island (EU-131, IIA VE-033) on 18-19 October. He is likely to operate CW only, running 5 watts into a vertical antenna on 30 metres. QSL via home call, bureau preferred. [TNX IK3IUL]

I - IT9ATF, IT9NPR, IT9PPG and IT9WDC will be active as IF9A from Favignana Island (EU-054, IIA TP-011) on 24-26 October, including an entry in the CQ WW DX SSB Contest. QSL via IT9ATF, direct or bureau. [TNX www.rsgbiota.org]

I - Special event call II20CJ will be aired between 25 October and 30 November to celebrate the 20th anniversary of ARI Cinisello Balsamo (IQ2CJ). Expect activity on the HF bands and 2 metres, as well as during the CQ WW DX SSB and CW contests. QSL via IW2HAJ, direct or bureau. [TNX IK2JUB]

I - Special event station IY1EY will be active on 1-9 November from Loano (www.ariloano.it) to commemorate the experiments conducted by Gugliemo Marconi from his yacht "Elettra" in the Ligurian Sea between 1919 and 1936. Expect activity on all bands CW, SSB, RTTY and PSK31. Special QSL via IK1QBT. [TNX IK1QBT]
S2 - The expedition to St. Martin's Island (AS-127) [425DXN 904] is now scheduled to take place from 29 November to 4 December. The operators will be S21RC, S21AM, S21DM and S21S, and they plan to be active on 10, 12, 15, 17, 20, 40 and 80 metres SSB and RTTY. QSL via EB7DX. Sponsors are being sought, please visit http://s2iota.eb7dx.com/ or e-mail eb7dx@eb7dx.com if willing to help them. SM - ON4ACA and ON6UQ will be active from SI9AM (King Chulalongkorn Memorial Amateur Radio Society, http://www.si9am.se/) in Utanede on 23-27 October, including a Multi-Single entry in the CQ WW DX SSB Contest. All of the QSOs will be confirmed automatically via the bureau; direct requests to SM3CVM. [TNX ON4ACA]

SP - HF30JP will be the callsign used by members of the SP9YCW Radio Club to celebrate the 30th anniversary of the pontificate of the late Pope John Paul II. Look for activity on 15-31 October. QSL via SP9BRP. [TNX SP9BRP]

SV9 - I0UZF, IK0EFR, IK0FUX, IK0YUT, IZ0FWD, SV1BJW and SV1RP will be active as J49I from Crete (EU-015) between 26 November and 1 December. Expect them to operate mainly CW on 160-10 metres, and to participate in the CQ WW DX CW Contest. QSL via IK0EFR. [TNX IK0EFR]
TA - Special station TC85TC will be active between 23 October and 2 December to celebrate the 85th anniversary of the proclamation of the Republic of Turkey (29 October 1923). Look for main activity on 17, 20 and 40 metres. QSL via TA1HZ. A special postage stamp will be affixed on the envelopes for the first 85 direct QSLs. [TNX TA1HZ]

T32 - Tom, NY0V and Rod, K0DAS will be active as T32CXX and T32DAS from Kiritimati (Christmas Island, OC-024) on 21-28 October, including a M/S entry in the CQ WW SSB Contest as T32CXX. QSL T32CXX via W0CXX, QSL T32DAS via K0DAS. [TNX The Daily DX]

T6 - Frank, PA2MRX says he will be active as T6/PA2MRX from Afghanistan between 17 October and 2 November. He plans to operate QRP on 20 metres, mainly PSK31 and RTTY, in his spare time (indicatively from 14.30 to 17.30 UTC). QSL via bureau to home call. Further information at http://members.home.nl/mmarx/PA2MRX/PA2MRX.htm [TNX NG3K]

T8 - JK2VOC and JA2BNN will be active as T88FY and T88AC from Palau on 23-28 October, including entries in the CQ WW DX SSB Contest. QSL via home calls. [TNX NG3K]
T8 - Lee, HL1IWD and Harry, WX8C will be active as T88YB and T88OO from Palau on 24-27 October. They will operate CW, SSB and possibly some RTTY on 80-10 metres, including an entry in the CQ WW DX SSB Contest as T88YB. QSL via home calls, direct or bureau. [TNX OPDX Bulletin]

V3 - Jay/K0BCN (V31MX), Tom/AB5XZ and possibily others will be active from Cay Caulker (NA-073), Belize on 22-29 October. They will participate in the CQ WW DX SSB Contest, most likely as V31MX (Multi-Single). QSL V31MX via K0BCN. [TNX The Daily DX]

V4 - John, W5JON will be active as V4/W5JON from St. Kitts (NA-104) on 22-31 October. He plans to operate SSB on 160-6 metres and to participate in the CQ WW SSB Contest. [TNX NG3K]

V6 - Shoji, JA7HMZ will be active as V6B from Pohnpei (OC-010), Micronesia from 26 October to 1 November. He might participate in the CQ WW DX SSB Contest. QSL via home call. [TNX NG3K]

VP5 - Ken/K2WB, Jack/N2VW, Tony/W2WAS and Frank/WA2VYA will be active as VP5/homecall from Providenciales (NA-002), Turks & Caicos Islands on 21-28 October. They will participate in the CQ WW SSB DX Contest as VP5T (QSL via N2VW); outside the contest they will concentrate on 12, 17 and 30 metres CW and on 60 metres. QSL via home calls. [TNX The Daily DX]

VP9 - Irv, K3IRV will be active as VP9/K3IRV from Bermuda (NA-005) on 22-28 October. He will operate holiday style on 80-10 metres SSB, with some activity during the CW WW DX SSB Contest. QSL via home call. [TNX NG3K]

XU - Look for Retu, OH4MDY to be active again as XU7MDY from Cambodia from 23 October to 8 November. He plans to operate on the HF bands and 6 metres using CW, SSB, RTTY and PSK3. Suggested frequencies for CW are 1822, 3502, 7006, 10104, 14007, 21007, 24897 and 28020 kHz. QSL via OH4MDY, direct only. [TNX OH4MDY

YJ - Mat, JA1JQY (QSL via home call) and Kuni, JA8VE (QSL via JF1OCQ) will be active from Vanuatu from 31 October to 6 November. They will collect their licences upon arrival. Plans are to operate SSB, CW and possibly RTTY on 80-10 metres; depending on local conditions, they might also give 160 metres a try. [TNX JA1ELY]

YL - Latvian amateur radio operators can use special event prefix YL90 on 1-30 November to celebrate the 90th anniversary of the proclamation of the Republic of Latvia (18 November 1918). [TNXYL2VW]

ZA - Look for ZA0/IK7JWX, ZA0/I0SNY, ZA0/I8YGZ, ZA0/I8LWL and ZA0/IK2AQZ to be active from Sazan Island (EU-169) on 23-29 October. They plan to operate on the HF and VHF bands, using SSB, CW, RTTY, PSK31. QSL via home calls, direct or bureau. They have a website athttp://www.sazan2008.altervista.org [TNX IK7JWX]

ZD8 - Steve, G3ZVW will be active again as ZD8N from Ascension Island (AF-003) on 12-27 January 2009. Activity will be on CW, RTTY andSSB, mainly on the HF bands (30-10 metres). [TNX G3ZVW] 

CARIBBEAN CRUISE ---> Mek/SP7VC, Tadeusz/SP3IPB and Aga/SQ3WN will besailing the Caribbean Sea on a 40-feet yacht between 17 October and 15November. They plan to visit and possibly operate from various DXCCEntities: the British Virgin Islands (VP2V) until 26 October, then Saba (PJ5), Saint Martin (FS), St. Marteen (PJ7), St. Eustatius (PJ6), SaintBarthelemy (FJ), Antigua (V2), Montserrat (VP2M), Guadeloupe (FG), Dominica (J7) and Martinique (FM). QSL via home calls. [TNX SP5UAF]

*** 4 2 5 D X N E W S ***
**** GOOD TO KNOW ... ****
 
ARCALA EXTREMES ---> "The world's northernmost contest alliance is ready with a mission and team to be part of this year's CQWW SSB battle. Just this week they will be augmenting their already impressive firepower with a 100-meter (330 ft) massive rotating tower going up adorned with a full-size 3-L 160M beam and 5-L 80M beam which they claim to be the first of their kind. This marks the team's latest frantic effort to boost the signal from the worst propagation region in the world. You can visit them at http://www.radioarkala.com/ While OH8X will be operated by Marko, OH4JFN, their sister stations CU2A (Azores Islands) and TC4X (Asian Turkey) will be operated by Toni, OH2UA and Pertti, OH2PM respectively while OH0E (Aland Islands) will be manned by Ville, OH2MM and CN2B (Morocco) by Martti, OH2BH. Their strategies and categories still remain to some extent on the drawing boards. A series of full-color QSL cards can be obtained as follows:
OH8X via OH2UA
CU2A via OH2BH
TC4X via OH2BH
OH0E via OH2MM
CN2B via OH2BH
The team wish the world's contesters every success in their efforts to contact Arcala Extremes". [TNX OH2BH]

OH CONTEST/DX MEETING ---> The 14th annual CCF (Contest Club Finland) andOHDXF (OH DXFoundation, http://www.ohdxf.fi) Contest & DX Meeting will be held once again aboard the Viking Line M/S Gabriella on 16-18 January 2009. The ferry will travel from Helsinki to the Aland Islands to Stockholm and back. Further information, prices and registration details are available at http://www.contestclubfinland.com/CCF/
QSL VIA RX1CQ ---> Dmitry is the QSL manager for R90LPU, RA1ZM, RP1CKK, RV9JE, UA1CAK, UA9JKA and UE1CFZ. The address for direct requests is: Dmitry Sokolov, P.O. Box 13, Zarechnay 9, Sertolovo, Leningradskay obl., 188655, Russia [TNX RX1CQ] 

WORLD LICENSING AND OPERATING DIRECTORY ---> Steve Telenius-Lowe, 9M6DXX is the author of 'World Licensing and Operating Directory', a new book that should be of interest to those who are planning to operate from abroad. It has an A-Z listing of countries and provides details of how to obtain a guest licence in as many of those countries as possible (over 200). The final section of the book provides details of as many of the rental stations around the world that Steve could find out about through research on the web and through personal contacts. Further information can be found at www.rsgbshop.org
+ SILENT KEY + "Paolo Cortese, I2UIY, has too many Top 10 finishes to list. Off the air, he served for more than a decade as the HF Contest Manager for Associazione Radioamatori Italiani, Italy's national Amateur Radio association and IARU Member-Society. Cortese wrote a book on contesting and has been a member of the CQWW Contest Committee since 1990, co-director of the CQ WW RTTY DX Contest and CQ WPX RTTY Contest since 2005". This was the reason for Paolo's induction into the CQ Contest Hall of Fame in May 2008. Above all, Paolo was one of our best friends, and we are devastated by the news - unfortunately not unexpected - of his untimely passing on 12 October after a short illness, at only 48 years of age. We will miss his brilliant mind and witty sense of humour, his wide knowledge and versatile intelligence. Rest in peace, Paolo, and thank you for your friendship.

SB PROP ARL ARLP043

ARLP043 Propagation de K7RA

Finally, we are seeing Cycle 24 sunspots that don't emerge one day, and evaporate the next.  That's right -- sunspots, as in two or more.  On Friday, October 10 sunspot 1005 emerged at high latitude over our Sun's eastern limb, and that day's sunspot number was 12.

On the following day the sunspot number rose to 16, and a solar wind emerging from a coronal hole caused a geomagnetic storm.  Planetary A index rose from a quiet 3 on Friday to 37, and the mid-latitude A index was 20.  The 3-hour planetary K index reached a maximum of 7 that day, a high value for that scale.  Since then conditions have quieted again.

On Sunday, Monday and Tuesday -- as the spot progressed toward the center-north of the solar disk -- sunspot numbers were 16, 15 and 14 as the dark spot began to fade.  On Wednesday the sunspot number faded another point to 13, but on Thursday, October 16, sunspot 1006 emerged, but this time in the southwest corner, about to rotate out of view.  The sunspot number for Thursday jumped to 24.

On Wednesday of this week a reading of activity on the side of the Sun facing away from Earth found another possible sunspot.  This was detected using a method called helioseismic holography, which depends on pressure waves bouncing around our Sun's interior.  For more detail, take a look at, http://solarscience.msfc.nasa.gov/Helioseismology.shtml.  Also the site, http://solarphysics.livingreviews.org/open?pubNo=lrsp-2005-6&key=Hagedoorn19 54.

Mike Donnelly, KG9M of Woodstock, Illinois wrote to ask, "What does 'unsettled conditions' really mean? Good for DX or not???  Same question for 'quiet,' too."

Unsettled, active, and quiet refer to geomagnetic indices, the K index and the A index.  We generally want those numbers to be low, or quiet, as absorption is lower and polar propagation paths work

better.  An exception would be VHF aurora propagation, when the numbers are high.

The effects of geomagnetic activity are much greater when operating from the far north.  Sam Vigil, WA6NGH of San Luis Obispo, California says that during the summer of 2005 he and his wife Eve, KF6NEV paddled 720 miles down the Teslin and Yukon rivers from near Whitehorse in Yukon Territory to Circle, Alaska.  They brought a 40 meter QRP transceiver and a general coverage shortwave receiver on the trip, which ran from July 25 to August 28.

Sam notes there were long stretches when he heard nothing at all on either radio.  The latitude ranged from 60.7 degrees north to 65.8 degrees north.

He is searching for archives of A and K index data for northern latitudes, and noticed that our bulletin -- which is archived at the ARRL web site -- only gives a mid-latitude and a planetary number.  He is giving a talk about his trip at Pacificon (http://www.pacificon.org/) this weekend and is looking for historical data.

I found it on http://www.swpc.noaa.gov/ftpdir/indices/old_indices/2005_DGD.txt,  and noted that periods of high geomagnetic activity corresponded to periods when he heard no signals.  The index to watch for far northern latitudes is the college A and K index, which is from a magnetometer at University of Alaska, which is at 68.68 degrees north.  The observatory has a web page at, http://geomag.usgs.gov/observatories/college/.

Peter Thulesen, OX3XR of Nuuk, Greenland (64 deg N, 51 deg W) wanted geomagnetic data that is appropriate for his high latitude, and I suggested recent data updated daily from, http://www.swpc.noaa.gov/ftpdir/indices/DGD.txt.  This is the same source we use for the indexes at the end of our bulletin, but we don't list the Alaska college index here.

If you would like to make a comment or have a tip for our readers, email the author at, k7ra@arrl.net.

For more information concerning radio propagation, see the ARRL Technical Information Service web page at, http://www.arrl.org/tis/info/propagation.html.  For a detailed explanation of the numbers used in this bulletin, see http://www.arrl.org/tis/info/k9la-prop.html.  An archive of past propagation bulletins is at http://www.arrl.org/w1aw/prop/.

Monthly propagation charts between four USA regions and twelve overseas locations are at http://www.arrl.org/qst/propcharts/.Instructions for starting or ending email distribution of this bulletin are at http://www.arrl.org/w1aw.html#email.

Sunspot numbers for October 9 through 15 were 0, 12, 16, 16, 15, 14, and 13 with a mean of 12.3.  10.7 cm flux was 68.7, 68.9, 70.8, 70.1, 70.9, 70.4, and 70.9 with a mean of 70.1.  Estimated planetary

A indices were 2, 3, 37, 13, 9, 4 and 8 with a mean of 10.9. Estimated mid-latitude A indices were 1, 2, 20, 10, 7, 3 and 7 with a mean of 7.1.

MLDXCC 2008 Meetings 3rd Saturday (pending contest or other conflicts). Tentative Schedule below:
	November
	22

	December
	20??
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Membership criteria may be obtained by writing the Secretary/Treasurer at:

MLDXCC

PO Box 1073

Pine Grove, CA 95665-1073 

The club’s website is: http://mldxcc.org
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2008 Officers of the MLDXCC  

President, Richard Hill, NU6T

REHill@ix.net.com
Vice President, Shirley Rose, AA6K roses@prodigy.net
Director, Dick Wilson, K6LRN

k6lrn@arrl.net
Director, Norm Wilson, N6JV

n6jv@n6jv.com

Director, George Campbell, KG6OJV
Kg60jv@yahoo.com

Treasurer, Carolyn Wilson, K6TKD

k6tkd@arrl.net

Secretary, Kay Anderson, K6KO

k6ko@arrl.net

Nugget Editor, Rick Samoian,W6SR samoian@directcon.net

QSL Manager, Norm Regan, WA6SJQ
Qsl73@linkunet.net 

Publicity Chairperson, Brandt Woodard, K6BEW. k6bew@yahoo.com

ARRL Awards Checkers

DXCC, Gary Stillwell, KI6T & Ken Anderson, K6TA

ARRL Sixth District QSL Bureau

P.O. Box 970 Fairfax, CA., 94978-0970

Comments or questions on this bureau's operation may be directed to kc6awx@arrl.net See the W6 Bureau home page (http://www.kqlz.com/qslbureau6/)
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