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 The Nugget

The Newsletter of the Mother Lode DX/Contest Club.

MEETING DATE, LOCATION & PROGRAM

When: Our next meeting is Saturday, January 15th at 12:00 noon. 

Where: Mountain Mike's Pizza in Martel, CA.  They are located in the shopping center with Save-Mart on Highway 88, just west of Highway 49. Our meeting room is reserved from 11AM-3PM. At our regular time (noon) (The room is reserved from 11AM-3PM.) See the club’s website at http://www.mldxcc.org/ and click on “meetings” for a map and more information.

What: Per Dick Wilson's suggestion, our program will be an interactive “show and tell.” Everyone bring in 3 QSL cards, your oldest one, the hardest to secure, and most memorable. Tell us a brief story about each, now this sounds like real fun!

Yearly dues are due!
Please bring your $15 to the meeting, or send your check to: K6TKD, Carolyn Wilson

P O Box 273,  Somerset, Ca 95684


Below is a photo of a few members at the November 2010 meeting in Martel.
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From the Prez:
The year is almost over, now contest season is in full swing and the winter weather is here. Were did the time go? It seems the older I get the shorter the years become. I am writing this the night before Thanksgiving, I want to wish to all of you and your families a very pleasant holiday season. 

The 2010 SS contest is over, it’s  one of my favorites and I managed to increase my CW and SSB totals over last year results. My goal is to try and do better than the year before. In the SSB SS contest we all experienced the first real storm of the season. The rain static was 20 over on 40 meters, if I did not have the beverages for receiving it would of been a very slow Saturday evening rate, I am amazed how well a beverage antenna works! It was great to hear and work a lot of you the past weekends. This weekend is the DX contest; good luck to all that will be operating.

Since we will not be having a December meeting, I would like to thank Shirley-AA6K, Carolyn-K6TKO, Bob-W1RH, Ken-K6TA, Rich-NU6T, Rick-W6SR, and Norm-N6JV for the outstanding job they did keeping our great club moving forward in 2010. I would also like to thank all of the membership for their participation in attending club meetings as well as operating in club selected contests. This past year has given me a chance to get to know a lot you better, which I am thankful for. We cannot end the year without remembering Gary KI6T, who I’m sure is upstairs working on better band conditions for us. Everybody have a very Merry Christmas and a happy and healthy New Year.  See you in January.

 73, Rich, WC6H 
VP’s QRM
 

The January meeting of the Mother Lode DX / Contest Club will be at Mountain Mike's Pizza in Martell on January 15 at 11:30AM. Mountain Mike's is located in the Amador Plaza shopping center with SaveMart on Highway 88, just west of Highway 49. The big item for this meeting will be the selection of club officers for the upcoming year. After the political activity is concluded we will have a do-it-yourself program. Everyone is asked to bring 3 QSL Cards which have a special meaning and show each card and relate the “story” behind it.

 

  The fall Contest/DX season is now in full swing. On Contest subject I would like to encourage all members to participate in events which our membership designated as targeted events. These events are listed in red on the Contest Calendar section of the club’s web site. Our next club event is the ARRL 10 Meter Contest on 11/12 December. Make sure to update your logging program for this on as all of the Mexican States have been added as multipliers. 

 

  An important reminder: For proper club credit in CW and ARRL sponsored contests your log must precisely identify your club as Mother Lode DX/Contest Club otherwise it will not be accepted as an entry for our club.

 

  Solar Cycle 24 is looking better every day. On the afternoon of 29 Nov (23:13Z) I worked ZD9AH (Tristan da Cunha) for a new one. There is currently a couple of DXpeditions in the Pacific (ZK2A and ZL8X) and many more are scheduled for this season so go and work them!!!

 

  A reminder that we continue to need topics and presenters for our club meetings so if you have something please let us know.  73 de AA6K, Shirley 
Tube of the Month de Norm, N6JV

UV202

In March of 1921, RCA announced their new line of transmitting tubes made for amateur and commercial use.  This was a time when high DC voltage wasn’t easy to get.  Receiving sets were all run on batteries.  The use of CW was proven in the war and QRP rigs were able to compete with the high power spark transmitters.  The first tube that RCA had ready for sale was the UV202.  It was similar to the UV201 receiving tube, but slightly larger and rated at a conservative 5 watts.  This new “5 watter” operated at about 350 volts and 45 ma and was an instant hit with the hams.  Each tube was made at the GE factory with close tolerances that allowed tubes to be run in parallel.  An article in a QST from 1924 had 6 of them mounted in a circle.  These were relatively low frequency tubes and I have never found the upper frequency of a 202.  It was not uncommon to remove the base and wire the tube directly into the oscillator to minimize capacity.

During 1925, the 202 was discontinued in favor of the UX210.  The “10” was also used in high power audio amplifiers.

The UV202 could be purchased as the Cunningham C302.  Same tube, different marking.  The UV prefix indicated that the tube had short pins and required a bayonet socket.  The UX prefix indicated that the pins were long and could be plugged into a flat socket.  When the first tetrode tubes were made, they had 5 pins and were marked with a UY.  These prefixes were discontinued in the US in the late 1920s, but were still in use into the 1940s in Japan.
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Member news/feedback/Announcements.
I saw a used IC-756 PRO III in the Pacific Northwest VHF email reflector from a silent key's estate.  I bought it. Looks almost new, high serial
number, even had the plastic screen protector put back on. Appears the
manual had never been opened and there was no call sign set in the start-up
screen. Certainly the best radio I've ever had, the noise filter is great. I
like the look and feel of it as much as I did my original Icom 751A. Set up
and tested it--works fine.  I have to build up a shack up in my shop, got
lots of boxes of goodies from my old shack--which I disassembled 16 years
ago. I need to dig out my paddles to really check it on CW though.  

I'm only using a vertical for testing and it plays as well as can be
expected for a vertical.  Now besides assembling the shack I have an antenna
farm to build.  I'll probably get some 160 wires up and maybe have a go at
the 160 contests this season.  

I have to rebuild my Alpha 76PA too, which hasn't been fired up in 16 years
either.  I do have a set of capacitors for the power supply and while I'm at
it, I'll QSK the PA too--I bought those parts a few years ago. Looks like I
have the better part of year's worth of projects laid out for me.
Regards, Dave, W6DE
From N6WM

As part of a complete antenna farm rework, what was our original pride and joy is for sale to go to a good home and it will be missed!  Need to raise funds to by other stuff for the station.

Force 12 C3SH

- ~3 years old

-10/15/20M, 12/17 with antenna tuner (acts as rotary dipole)

-Excellent condition (will need a new Balun)

-Probably one of the newest radiators out there sold by the ORIGINAL force 12

-Double reinforced version of this popular model

-Original Owner

-Looking for a tower near you

-Cost to us new was over $1100 as delivered to K6LRG

-built like a tank

-We will take it off the tower, buyer to pick up in Livermore

Offers???

From W6RKC

I think this may be only the second time in 10 years that I have  submitted over 100,000 combined CW/Ph points for the NCCC SS effort. I know, not a big deal when so many KBers can do that in a 12 hour or less effort. However, for me, in my house, it IS a big deal.


I started Saturday morning full of high expectations after the fun of SS CW. Alas, it was not to be. Apparently, a butterfly farted in the Amazon basin, causing additional chaos is the jet stream, which made the wind blow erratically in Pine Grove, which caused yet another power failure from the good folks at Mogadishu Power & Light. The lights went out at ~1730 UTC and came back on at 0110 UTC and I was on the air at 0115, working WC6H for my first QSO. Rich only had 510 at that time so I knew I could still catch him. BUT....at 0134 the Mogadishu gang struck again and the lights were off until 0700. By this time the snow was coming in horizontally and from 0700 to 0900 I made an astounding 30 contacts, all louder than the 10db over S9 snow static, and falling just a bit further behind Rich. Went to bed and awoke the next morning to the familiar flashing digital clocks, so I apparently didn't miss much overnight.

Also, since my ISP is via a 900 Mhz RF link over a 3 mile path to Butte Mountain, it naturally failed from the storm and didn't return until Monday morning. So, except for 35 QSO's, my U precedance was in vain.  My buddies back in New England joke about me living in the third world here in rural Pine Grove. I am beginning to think they are right, except here, real winter lasts only 2 weeks and summer is 
three times longer than there with none of the humidity.

I was able to get about 5 more hours in and finally made it back to triple digit QSO #'s, enough to qualify for the coveted NCCC extra 100 QSO Award Shirt and just failing to squeak by WC6H in a near photo finish. Man, I hate SSB contests! 

73 & KB,  Rick, W6RKC

Got on for a few hours to test the interaction between my tribander and my newly acquired 40 meter rotary dipole, designed and manufactured by W6SR at his well equipped factory in Placerville with 
the additional expertise of N6JV. Both antennas seemed to work well and I did not notice any interaction between them at the current spacing. We will see how they react when I move the dipole up to 68'. 
On 40, I was able to work anything from KL7 through VK with1 or 2 calls and I am very happy with that. Also worked a number of Europeans well past their sunrise and actually worked more zones and countries than 15 meters with half the QSOs. The biggest deal was working JT5DX on 40 with one call, that made my weekend.
73, Rick, W6RKC

After running a bunch of JA's Friday evening during the CQWW CW, I decided on Saturday AM to change game plans and work as many countries as I can hear. So, Saturday morning I put my feet up on the desk and began my cruise thru the bands. Results: 20,000+ points, Six new band/mode counties, 86 countries and One NEW ONE. HV0A on 20 ssb. Would you believe HV0A uploaded our QSO/QSL the next day to LOTW and Now I qualify for the Honor Roll all low power. What ever happens with the new PJ's will be gravy.

CU in the ARRL Ten Meter test looking for some easy paper. 

I have some antennas for sale: 

Cushcraft 14 element 2 meter beam. No manual, Some replacement parts. This 
beam is assembled except for the last four directors and the truss 
assembly. $89.00 cheap.

KLM "Big Stick" dual driven element 6 meter beam with manual. Many replaced 
parts including boom to element brackets. The crummy bakelite boom to 
element brackets were the early failure points on this antenna. $99.00. Even 
cheaper!

Email me if you want to take a look. Not listed anywhere else for now. 


 Ray ND6S 73

Editor’s Notes de Rick, W6SR
Hi All.

First, Karen and I would like to wish all of you a very happy holiday season, and a peaceful 2011.  

I played a bit in the CQWW phone contest and hosted WX6V and NU6T during the ARRL SS Phone weekend. The CQWW CW contest was conflicted by several competing family commitments, not the least of which was our youngest son’s 44th birthday party.  So a whole 50 contacts were made, oh well there is always next year………..  

The station was not operational from late September until mid-October as I started “right-sizing” the antenna system and preparing for what I hope are higher sunspot numbers.  I removed the C-3 and 40M dipole from the Rohn 25 tower on the bottom part of our property.  That tower also is also the 160M vertical, to which I added a 25’ stinger on top, making it now 100’ tall. 

On the up-hill LM-470D tower, I replaced the 20M momo-bander with the C-3, and added the 40M dipole at 75’.  This tower also shares space with a 2 element 30M beam and a 6M beam.  So it’s now a busy place.

The last part of the antenna make-over will focus on the 51’ tower, I am going to remove the DX Engineering 10M thru 17M, 10 element, 24’ Log-Periodic and replace with a 3 element (on each band) 12 & 17M yagi of my own design.  The DX Engineering antenna works wonderful, BUT……. At 102 pounds and 10+ sq/ft, it’s way-too heavy, and has too much wind load for my little W-51 tower.  I knew that going-in, but it worked so good that I put it up anyway. However, I had to leave the tower in the retracted position whenever the winds blow, and I’m getting tired of cranking it up and down all the time. So I guess I will be selling it. Is anyone interested in buying a killer antenna for 10-17M?  If so, contact me. 

Enough for now, see ya’ all at the January meeting.  de Rick, W6SR
December 2010 Treasurer’s Report
Balance November 1, 2010: $1834.73

Balance December 1, 2010: $1834.73

Carolyn Wilson, K6TKD

Treasurer

MOTHER LOAD DX / CONTEST CLUB

GENERAL MEETING

October 9, 2010
Call to order

President Rich  Cutler, WC6H, called the meeting to order at 12:03 PM.  The meeting was held at Mountain Mikes Pizza, in Martel.

Old Business

Treasurer’s Report

Carolyn, K6TKD, said that there is currently $1834.73 in the treasury.  She noted that AE6Y is due a $1 refund due to an over-charge for a badge and $29.36 was spent on the speaker’s lunch at the joint meeting.

CQP

President Rich congratulated everyone for their CQP efforts and the points for MLDXCC.  Rich added that, at this point, MLDXCC is ahead in the club competition.  

Those in attendance shared their CQP stories.

CQWW

Club members were reminded that CQWW is a MLDXCC contest.  We need points for the club competition.

NEW BUSINESS

Membership

AA6K asked who our members are.  Paid members only?  Are past members who have not paid dues considered members?

It was suggested by N6DW that non-paying members be allowed to submit scores but would not be eligible to receive plaques and awards.

There was considerable confusion regarding the status of membership.  It was suggested, short of a vote:

Pending a decision, dues are optional immediately and through the upcoming year until membership qualification has been clarified.  Now and continuing through the year, 2011, dues are optional.  This includes all previous members and all new members.

As a result of  the decision to reassess the requirement for membership dues and just who would be considered members, based on past membership lists, W1RH agreed to do a list of members, based on year-by-year historical data.  The list will be sent to Carolyn.

It was noted that family membership is in effect.

Contests

K6TA reminded the group that members need to use the proper club name when submitting scores for ARRL and CQ contests.  The MLDXCC website shows the proper name to use when submitting scores.

N6JV mentioned that NCCC needs to clarify just which contests they want members to direct their scores to.

CQP

It was suggested that the club mail a certificate of participation to members who submitted scores.

N6DW suggested that club members consider doing CQP DXPeditions.

New Members

The following new members were voted in:

WU6W – San Ramone

K6ST – Truckee

KG6PRX – Mountain House

New and Deleted Entities

PJ2   has been deleted

PJ7   has been deleted

PJ2   has been added

PJ4   has been added

PJ6   has been added

PJ7  has been added

All changes are listed on the PJ2T website

No DXCC credit will be issued until after January 1, 2011.

K6TA mentioned that the ARRL is waiting for the State Department to recognize the new territories.

Next Meeting

The next meeting will be November 13.  It was noted that elections will be in November.

MEETING CLOSED

The Meeting was closed at 1:27 PM

 Attendance

	NAME
	CALL
	QTH
	MLDXCC
	NCCC

	    Rick
	W6RKC
	Pine Grove
	X
	X

	Dick 
	K6LRN
	Omo Ranch
	X
	X

	    Dana
	N6DW
	Granite Bay
	X
	X

	Carolyn
	K6TKD
	Omo Ranch
	X
	X

	Norm
	W6JV
	Sacramento
	X
	X

	Ken 
	K6TA
	Pine Grove
	X
	X

	Kay 
	K6KO
	Pine Grove
	X
	X

	   Jettie
	W6RFF
	Roseville
	X
	X

	Shirley
	AA6K
	Stockton
	X
	X

	Rich 
	WC6H
	Valley Springs
	X
	X

	George
	KJ6OJV
	Valley Springs
	X
	

	Bob 
	W1RH
	Lotus
	X
	X

	    Rich
	NU6T
	Fair Oaks
	X
	X

	    Ray
	ND6S
	Sutter Creek
	X
	X

	    Rick
	W6SR
	Placerville
	X
	X


MOTHER LOAD DX / CONTEST CLUB

GENERAL MEETING

November 13, 2010
Meeting was called to order at 12:05 PST by Presiding Officer Rich. 

Minutes of previous meeting(s) & treasurer’s report not available. 

No guests. 

W6RFF received certificate for IARU Radiosport. 

WC6H earned a certificate for 2009 ARRL Sweepstakes. 

CQP results will be announced at the NCCC Awards Dinner in March. Early ‘claimed’ scores indicate MLDX/CC may have won club competition.

M/S/C to donate $ 200.00 (two hundred USD) to the Afghanistan DXpedition led by N6PSE in memory of Dick Zuttermeister N6TNX.

There was a short discussion on ‘tax’ matters with no action taken.

SSCW:
NU6T started late. Made 216 Qs/best CW effort.



W6RKC operated 10 hours. NE last section for Sweep.



K6TA hosted N6BV



W6RFF made 30% improvement. 



WC6H slow start on 15 went to 20. Achieved Sweep.

Nominations: M/S/C to postpone to January meeting.

Discussed w/o action January meeting date. (Dates suggested by D. Wilson in email)

N6GWT was reinstated as member. Welcome back Joe!

Club is focusing on ARRL 10 & 160 in December + CQWW SSB & CW.

Ken Anderson will be P40TA in ARRL 160 from Aruba & Kay Anderson will be P40K in ARRL 10.

K6KO volunteered to be Membership Committee effective 01/01/11.

K6TA suggested DXCC applications & endorsements need to be postmarked before Dec.31, 2010 to be included in annual DX publication. He will not be available for card checking but W6SR will be. (Call for appointment)

Dennis King had comments about audio improvements in K3.

Meeting adjourned at 1:00 PM PST. 

Video was E4X Palestine 2010. 

Submitted by;

Dick Wilson, K6LRN

Click on the Hyperlink below to check-out the MLDXCC scores in the latest contests.

http://mldxcc.org/scores.html
UP-COMING DX and Dxpeditions

Click the link below to display up-coming Announced DXpeditions:

http://www.ng3k.com/Misc/adxo.html
OPDX Bulletin 987 November 29, 2010

3B8, MAURITIUS
Jacques, F1BCS, will once again be active as 3B8/F1BCS from Mauritius (AF-049) between November 29th and December 17th. Activity will be on 20/17/15 meters using SSB, RTTY and PSK. He will be using an IC-7000 into a 3 element beam. QSL per operator's instructions. 

3V, TUNISIA
Andrei, RA9CKQ, will be active as 3V3A during the CQWW DX CW Contest (November 27-28th) as a Single-Op/All-Band/Low-Power entry. Activity will only be during the contest and possibly a little before. QSL per operator's instructions. 

4W6, TIMOR-LESTE
"DX-WORLD.NET" reports that Stuie, VK8NSB, is currently in the planning stages at the moment for a DXpedition to Timor-Leste (OC-232) in July 2011 (possibly for the IOTA Contest). He is inviting any interested amateurs in joining the DXpedition team by E-mailing him at: vk8nsb@hotmail.com 

5Z, KENYA (Update)
Sig, NV7E/ZS6SIG, who has now relocated from Pretoria, South Africa, to Nairobi, Kenya, is now signing 5Z4EE for the next four years. Sig originally had the 5Z4EE callsign back in the 1980s. Activity will be on all bands 160-10 meters. Look for Sig to be in the ARRL DX CW Contest (February 19-20th) and ARRL DX SSB Contest (March 5-6th) as a Single-Op/All-Band/High-Power entry. Please QSL via NV7E or at the address shown for 5Z4EE on (QRZ.com). 

5Z, KENYA
Nick, 5Z4LS (aka G3RWF), will be active during the CQWW DX CW Contest (November 27-28th) as a Single-Op entry and using a special callsign 5Z1N for the contest. QSL via his home callsign. 

A7, QATAR (Update)
Members of the Lufthansa Amateur Radio Club (LARC) in cooperation with the Qatar Amateur Radio Society (QARS - A71A) will be active as A71DLH from here between November 27th and December 3th. Activity will be on all bands using CW, SSB and the Digi modes. 
ADDED NOTE: If internet is available, the German team plans a live transmission from this DXpedition via the German ATV Repeater DB0DLH. You have the possibility to watch this transmission via live stream (a VLC Media Player required) at: 
http://www.d-atv.net/db0dlh.m3u
B7, CHINA
A Chinese team of operators will activate B7P from Foshan City (WW. Grid OL63NA), nearby Guangzhou City, during the CQWW DX CW Contest (November 27-28th) as a Multi-Single entry. Operators mentioned are Terry/BA7NQ (leader), JinQuan/BD7JC, Chow/BA7JK, Yang/BD7IXG, Paul/ BA7JS, Wu/BA7IA and Junxiang/BD7IN. All QSLs will be sent via Bureu. For direct cards, please QSL via their manager BD7IXG. 

CN, MOROCCO
Stefano, IK2QEI, will be active as CN3A from Safi during the CQWW DX CW Contest (November 27-28th) as a Single-Op entry. QSL via LoTW or via I2WIJ. 

CO, CUBA
Look for the following Cuban stations to be active in the CQWW DX CW Contest (November 27-28th): 

     CO8LY - Operator Eduardo as a Single-Op/Single-Band (15m)/Low-Power. QSL via EA7ADH.
     CO8TW - Operator Juan as a Single-Op/All-Band/Low-Power. QSL via HB9SVT. An online log will be available after the contest at: http://www.qsl.net/co8tw 

CR3, MADEIRA ISLANDS
Jose, CT1BOH, will be active as CR3E from Madeira Island (IOTA AF-014, Grid IM12JU, ITU Zone 36) during the CQWW DX CW Contest (November 27-28th) as a Single-Op/All-Band. QSL via W3HNK. Visit his contest page at: 
http://www.qsl.net/ct1boh/cr3e.htm
DX0, SPRATLY ISLANDS (Update - The Spratlys DXpedition gets wings!)
Jim Linton, VK3PC, Public Affairs for the DX0DX DXpedition, sent out the following press release on November 26th: "With just over 40 days to go before the month-long DX0DX DXpedition, comes news that the operators will now fly to Thitu (Pag-Asa) Island rather than taking a 30 hour plus trip by sea. 

Team Leader, Chris Dimitrijevic, VK3FY & DU8/VK3FY, said while flying had been an option in early planning, when the boat that would have ferried the operators was damaged in heavy sea and needing substantial repairs, aviation transport to and from the island became available. 

The charter of a twin-engined aircraft adds to the expense of the DXpedition and the personal costs for all taking part in it. Smaller sea transport will still be used to get equipment and supplies to the island. 

The 37 operators from 15 countries are ready to arrive and take part in three teams to put DX0DX on air from 6 January to 1 February 2011, including the CQ World Wide 160m CW Contest. The special DX entity The Spratlys Islands (IOTA AS-051) will have a big presence on all bands. 

Chris, VK3FY & DU8/VK3FY, said, 'There is a real excitement within the amateur radio community about this particular DXpedition, and most of the operators just can't wait to be part of action. 

It is much more than activating a rare DX spot. There is no doctor or health service on the island. As part of a humanitarian contribution, two DXpedition members who are doctors, Josette Docherty/VK2FXGR and Edward Soriano/4F1OZ, will provide medical checks to the island's residents.' 

It was announced today that Amateur Radio Victoria, VK3WI, had voted to make a substantial donation directly to purchase medical supplies for use as part of the humanitarian effort. 

In other news, Chris Dimitrijevic, VK3FY & DU8/VK3FY, announced that for the 160m band DX0DX will have two 65 foot Top Hat phased verticals and a back-up Titanex V1602E antenna. 

'The DXpedition will be doing its utmost to satisfy the demand for contacts on the Top Band, as demonstrated by it having the highest sought after rating in the DX0DX website online survey,' he said. 

All equipment for the DXpedition will have arrived in The Philippines. Earlier it was reported how eight HF Yagi antennas had been pre-assembled and tuned, ready for construction and erection on the island. 

The Philippine Amateur Radio Association (PARA) has appointed DX0DX team member, Dindo Garcia, DV1UD, as the PARA liaison person to handle all Bureau of Customs requirements. 

Thank you to the generous corporate sponsorship that makes the DXpedition possible by providing equipment and other needs, plus funding support from DX groups, clubs, and individual radio amateurs. 

For more information about the DXpedition please check out the www.dx0dx.net website which has just been extensively updated." 

EA6, BALEARIC ISLANDS
Juan, EA5BM, will be active as EA6FO during the CQWW DX CW Contest (November 27-28th) as a Single-Op/Single-Band (15m) entry. Operation will be from formerly EA6IB QTH. 

ED9, CEUTA & MELILLA
Operators Paul/DF4SA, Andreas/DL9USA and possibly some EAs will be active as ED9M from Ceuta during the CQWW DX CW Contest (November 27-28th) as a Multi-? entry. QSL via DL9USA. 

ED9, CEUTA & MELILLA
Operators Jorge/EA9LZ, Zoli/HA1AG, Lacy/HA3NU, Andreas/DL9USA and Con/DF4SA will be active as ED9M during the CQWW DX CW Contest (Novemebr 27-28th) as a Multi/Single entry. The team arrived on Wednesday, and installed two fully equipped stations using 2 Spiderbeam Yagis for 20-10 meters, dipoles for 40 meters and a fiber- glass/wire verticals for 160/80 meters. They will install a 40m Mono- band Spiderbeam before the contest, and are looking forward to working everyone on all bands! QSL via HA1AG. They will confirm all QSOs auto- matically via the Bureau. 

H4, SOLOMON ISLANDS
Shane, VK4KHZ, is expected to be active as H44DA and arrive in Honiara on Guadalcanal Island (OC-047), January 6th and depart on January 16th (2011). Activity will be holiday style primarily on 6 meters on a daily basis, subject to favourable conditions, but he will also do some activity on the HF bands as time permits. He will use a Yaesu FT847 with a 500 watt amp into a 3 element yagi for HF and 3 element yagi for 6m. QSL via VK4KHZ. 

HI, DOMINICAN REPUBLIC
Operators Yukon John/KL7JR and XYL Claire/WL7MY will be active as HI3/KL7JR from Hispaniola Island (NA-096) between March and May in 2011. Activity will be on 80-10 meters SSB. QSL via info QRZ.com (CBA). E-mail for skeds at: kl7jr@yahoo.com Antenna farm links: 
http://www.hamuniverse.com/kl7jrhorizminibeams.html
http://www.hamuniverse.com/kl7jrslopingdelta806.html
HS8, THAILAND
Voravut, HS8JYX, in southern Thailand, is planning to be in the CQWW DX CW Contest (November 27-28th) as a Single-Op/Single-Band (15)/Low-Power entry. QSL via HS8JYX, LoTW or eQSL. Visit his Web page at: 
http://www.hs8jyx.com
IOTA DXPEDITION
The MS0INT group, which activated the Flannan Isles (EU-118) in June this year, is planning another operation for next year but will activate several islands this time between June 15-22nd. The team will once again be led by Col/MM0NDX. The other members of the team will include George/EA2TA, Christian/EA3NT, Vincent/F4BKV, Simon/ IZ7ATN, Bjorn/SM0MDG and possibly two more operators. The islands to be activated are: Benbecula (EU-010), Grimsay (EU-010), Baleshare (EU-010), North Uist (EU-010), Berneray (EU-010), St. Kilda (EU-059)and Monach Isles ((EU-111). Their plans could change quite suddenly due to weather and seas in the area. More details are available on the MS0INT Web page at: 
http://www.ms0int.com
A new Web page with the full details will be activated soon. QSL Manager will again be Tim, M0URX. 

IOTA NEWS
AN-018. Mike, VP8DMH, hopes to be able to be active from the Fossil Bluff Base Station on Alexander Island early next year. This depends if he can fly out to visit for a while. If so, he will only be able to operate casually. 

EU-012. (Update) Barring any weather or ferry problems, Chris, GM3WOJ/ ZL1CT, departs Wednesday morning, November 24th, for the Shetland Islands (GM) where he will be a Single-Op/All-Band/ High-Power entry in this week's CQWW. The callsign will be the rarely used GZ7V. Logs will be uploaded into LoTW, and that is the ONLY method of QSLing for this operation. No paper cards will be printed. Various Web sites listing N3SL as the QSL Manager are incorrect. For updates, check the Web page at: 
http://www.gm7v.com
NA-129. John, VE8EV, will be on Banks Island (Grid CQ71) between November 27-28th. He is expected to be active as VE8EV/p. He states,"I am not sure which satellite passes I will be on, but I will try to at least be on all the HO-68 (SSB) and AO-51 passes that favor North America and Europe." He will also be on the HF bands, mostly SSB and some activity in the CQWW DX CW Contest. QSL via his home callsign, direct, by the Bureau or LoTW. Watch for possible updates on his Blog page at: 
http://ve8ev.blogspot.com
OC-139. Operators Ben/VK5ZMM and Dirk/VK5AUQ will be active from Kangaroo Island between November 28th and December 1st. Activity will be modes SSB (VK5AUQ) and Digital (VK5ZMM). QSL both callsigns via PA2C. Look for cards to be printed after their operation in mid-December. 

SA-008/
SA-091. After his activity on Riesco Island (SA-091) on November 26th, look for Jean-Pierre, F5AHO, to be active as LU/F5AHO from Ushuaia, Tierra del Fuego (SA-008), between December 2-5th. He may also activate two other IOTAs. Activity will be on 20 and 17 meters using SSB and PSK. QSL via F5AHO. 

J6, ST. LUCIA
Guy, N7UN, one of "The "Buddies in the Caribbean" DXpedition group (see OPDX.984), will be active as J68UN between December 5-13th. Activity will be on the HF bands. QSL via his home callsign, direct or LoTW. 

KG6, GUAM (OC-026)
Joel, KG6DX, will be active as KG6DX in the CQWW DX CW Contest (November 27-28th) as a Single-Op/Single-Band (15m)/High-Power entry. He states, "USA please look long path 1300z". QSL via KG6DX, CBA or (QRZ.com) address. Also LoTW. 

KH6BZF PROPAGATION FORECAST/REPORT (For November 29-December 5th)
 Nov  29    AN          SOLAR REFERENCE KEYS

 Nov  30    AN-HN       --------------------

 Dec   1    AN          BN - Below Normal

 Dec   2    AN          AN - Above Normal/Geomagnetic Level is QUIET

 Dec   3    AN          LN - Low Normal

 Dec   4    AN          HN - High Normal/Geomagnetic Level is UNSETTLED

 Dec   5    AN          DIS  - Disturbed

                        VDIS - Very Disturbed

   GEOMAGNETIC REFERENCE

   ---------------------

   QUIET - The "A" index is expected to be between

           0-7 and the "K" index will be 2 or less

   UNSETTLED - The "A" index is expected to be between

           7-16 and "K" index will be 3 or less

KP3, PUERTO RICO
Felipe, NP4Z, will be active as KP3Z during the CQWW DX CW Contest (November 27-28th) as a Single-Op/All-Band/High-Power entry. QSL via N4AO. 

NAQCC NEWS RELEASE (NAQCC - Lifetime membership is FREE!!)
"Want to be part of the largest QRP CW club in the world? (4,800+ members from 85+ countries!) With winter coming up in the Northern Hemisphere, it's an ideal time to join the NAQCC and participate in its many varied activities. Perhaps you are looking for someone to "Elmer" you? Then we have just what you need to develop and improve your CW skills, including QRS nets perfect for the new CW op. Or maybe you would like to volunteer your time and become an 'Elmer' to help one of those fellow hams new to Morse code. 

And how about a Sprint or two thrown in for good measure? We have them too, for those of you who like a little friendly contesting. Our last 8 sprints have each garnered well over 100 logs from 150+ participants, making them among the most popular ever 2 hour sprints. Want something that lasts a little longer than a sprint? We have challenges that last a whole month with a different theme each month. Into awards? Our extensive awards program has something for everyone. 

Many of our sprints, challenges, awards, and other club activities involve handsome prizes donated by our members. Best of all, this and more can be yours at NO COST just by joining the NAQCC (North American QRP CW Club). Lifetime membership is FREE!! As different as we may be, we all share one thing in common, and that is our love for CW. Now is the time to get involved! Join our group that includes 'Big Gun' contesters, hard-core QRPers, experimenters, ragchewers and SWLers; young and old alike. 

We welcome all who want to help support CW and have at least some interest in using QRP from time-to-time. Help us on our mission to preserve and encourage CW activity on our amateur bands. Sign up today and help keep CW alive and well. Don't wait, do it now! Visit 
http://home.windstream.net/yoel/
to sign up and receive your FREE lifetime membership number and certificate......
On behalf of:
Tom, WY3H - NAQCC President
John, K3WWP - NAQCC Vice President
Paul, KD2MX - NAQCC Recruitment Officer
Dave, VA3RJ/VE3JDR - NAQCC Publicity Officer" 

QSL INFO AND NEWS
  QSL-INFO from DB0SDX (dated November 26th)

  ----------------------------------------------------------------------------

3Z3PKC via SP3PKC         ED5SS via EA5SS             PJ5/SP6EQZ via SP6EQZ

4L/UT5EO via UT5EO        ED9M via HA1AG              PJ7/K1GI via JG2BRI

5Z4LS via G3RWF           EG1RDC via EA1RCI           PZ5T via VE3DZ

6Y5/M0YCM via K1YCM     FM/JE1JKL/P via JE1JKL   SU/HA3JB via HA3JB (direct)

9A/IW2BRB via IW2BRB      GM7V via N3SL               T88WJ via JS3LSQ

9A10P via 9A-Bureau       HC2/SM0COP via SM5COP       TO3A via VE3EY

9H3TX via DL5XAT          HK0GU via DL7VOG            V5/DK2WH via DK2WH

9J3A via S57S (direct only) IH9/I2YSB via I2YSB (direct) V63YT via JE1SCJ

9Q6CC via CX2CC           KC4AAA via K1IED (direct only) VP2E/W1UE via W1UE

A70LH via DL0LH           KH2/N2NL via W2YC           Z24EA via DL4EA

A71DLH via DL0LH          LX/ON5QRP/P via ON5QRP      ZA/HA1DRR via HA1DRR

CT7/OJ0M via OH1NOA       OD67NJ via EA5BYP           ZA/HA1ZN via HA1ZN

CT7/ON4LO/P via ON4LO     OD67QB via YO3FRI           ZA3HA via HA8MT

CT9/DL1CW via DL1CW       OE50EMC via OE3EMC          ZD8O via OH0XX

CT9/DL5AXX via DL5AXX     PA/DL1EKO/P via DL1EKO      ZF2PI via K5PI

CT9/W2LK via W2LK         PJ2/N8ND via N8ND           ZK2A via PA3LEO

EA9/HA3NU via HA3NU       PJ2/WI9WI via WI9WI         ZX2F via PY2FN

NEW QSL ROUTE. Jack, RN3RQ, announces that he will be receiving all the logs (since 2000) from Slava for UA2FL and R750Y. He is now the QSL Manager for Slava and will have the full colored QSLs printed up after the CQWW DX CW Contest. 

VU2PAI ON LoTW. Pai, VU2PAI, informs OPDX that he has uploaded about 100,000 QSOs to the LoTW dating back from 1995. He states, "It is of course not complete as I still have a lot of logs which are on paper (especially from my IOTA activations to AS-096 and AS-161). I will try and convert them into electronic logs, but it will be a time consuming process!" Pai also mentions that he still has QSL cards for the following activations: VU2PAI/c, AT0PAI, AT2PAI, VU2PAI/50, IOTA cards for St. Marys Island (AS-096) and Sacrifice Rock Island (AS-161). He will be happy to QSL any of these older contacts. However, he suggests, "Please do not send green stamps or IRCs while sending QSL cards to me! IRCs are fine, no problem at all in the regular mail, but mail with dollars comes damaged or goes missing. Sending a QSL with green stamps must be sent via registered mail only!!! But there is no need for that at all." 

He states, "I would prefer is if you can stick 2 or 3 beautiful stamps on your envelope when you send your card to me. But please do not forget a Self Addressed Envelope or a address sticker along with your QSL card. I still like to collect paper QSL cards as I like the personal touch. I have also been a keen collector of postage stamps from round the world since I have been a school boy! I will of course be uploading future logs to LoTW when QSOs are logged into the electronic logs." If you have any quries, please send him an E-mail at: vu2pai@gmail.com 

QSLS VIA LoTW: 5V7TT, CE4CT, CN3A, CX/N3BNA, DL1CLM, DL5DF, DL5IAH, DU1/F4BKV, F1MWV, F8BJI, FJ/SM5ENX, FJ/SM5FUG, FO8RZ, FP/KV1J, G0DBE, G0WRE, GM2V, GM4WZL, HB9BIN, HB9MEJ, HG7T, HH2/OH2TA, HK6K, J39BS, JA1BOQ, JA1BPA, JA1CLW, JA1CQK, JA1FJL, JA1GHH, JA1WPX, JA2IVK, JA2MOG, JA8BNP, JA8TGI, JE1FQV, JE2OVG, JH1FVE, JH7VHZ, JL1SAM, JN4MIV, JO1WKO, KL7/N0HJZ, KL7RA, LY2YR, OA4SS, OE6IMD, OE9MON, OH7MN, OK1WCF, OK5W, OL1C, OM4EX, OY6FRA, PA3CSG, PA3PCV, PC4U, PC5W, PW7T, PZ5RA, R1ANC, RA3CQ, RA7A, RU9UC, RV3LO, RW0CR, RW0LT, RZ3FW, SP5XOV, SP6CIK, SP9ODY, SV1BTK, SV1AVD, SV1GYG, SV1OZ, SX25JMO, TF3Y, UE3XFF/3, UU2JQ, UY5AA, V26B, VE1OP, VE1VOX, VE6PL, VK4KW, VK5NE, VP2MDG, VP5DX, VP5T, VU2PAI, XU7ADI, YJ0HA, YO2DFA, YO4CSL, YS1ZC, ZK2DL and ZM4T 

QSLS RECEIVED VIA MAIL: 5J0BV, 5T5AZ, 5T5BV, 9M6DXX/P, 9M6XRO/P, A71EM, AL7A, IS0E, J3/AA8LL, JA1WPX, JA2AH, KH2/N2NL, OM5MF, PJ2/OH1VR, PJ4N, PJ5/AH6HY, M0URX, V47KP, VB1H, V44KAI, VK4KW, VK4LDX/P, VK4UC, XW1B and YL2BJ 

QSLS RECEIVED VIA THE BUREAU: NONE Reported This Week! 

RADIO ARCALA WILL AIR THEIR STATION NETWORK FOR CQWW CW!
A press release by Jarmo, OH2BN, on November 23rd, states: "The 2010 CQWW CW will shortly be dominating the bands, only to prompt several OHs to leave their Northerly fireworks and head South. But at the same time, the fire is set at the home of OH8X, Radio Arcala, Northern Finland, right next to the Santa Claus Village in the spirit of Christmas. 
www.santaclausvillage.info
So, the mother OH8X will be operated by Pasi, OH6UM, while the Azores, CR2X will have Toni, OH2UA, at the helm, and the OH2BH station will be piloted by Ilkka, OH1WZ, all in the Single-Op, All-Band category. Traveling to Turkey, TC4X will be Pertti, OH2PM, for a Single-Band effort while Pekka/OH2TA, Juha/OH1ND and Martti/OH2BH will fire up OH0X, Aland Islands, for a Multi-Op, Single-TX entry. 

Adding to the OH CQWW fun from these rare ones will be Olli, OH0XX, from Madagascar as 5R8WW, Marko/OH6DO/N5ZO from Ascension Island as ZD8O and Jorma/OH2KI from Gibraltar as ZB2X. 

Radio Arcala and their associates are here to contribute to the premier contesting event of the year and offer you another round of exciting multipliers." 

QSL routes are:

      OH8X via OH2UA            ZD8O via OH0XX

      CR2X via OH2BH            ZB2X via OH2KI

      TC4X via OH2BH            OH0X via OH2TA

      5R8WW via OH0XX

T8, PALAU
Katsumi, JS1OHI, will be active as T88KO between January 1-2nd (2011). Activity will be on 40/17/15/6 meters SSB only. QSL via JS1OHI (JA stations: JARL Bureau or direct with SASE; DX stations: By the Bureau or direct with SASE + new IRC - NO USD). There will be NO e-QSL and LoTW. Direct address is: Katsumi Ochiai, 457-22 Shimoosaka, Kawagoe City, SAITAMA, 350-0812 JAPAN. 

TM, FRANCE
Dominique, F5SJB, will be using the callsign TM5CW until December 6th. He will also participate in the CQWW DX CW Contest (November 27-28th). QSL via F5SJB direct or by the Bureau to receive a special QSL. This card counts for the CW award for the city of Lons le Saunier. 

UU5, UKRAINE
Members of the Crimean Contest Club will be active as UU5A during the CQWW DX CW Contest (November 27-28th) as a Multi-? entry. QSL via LoTW or K2PF. Operators mentioned are: UU0A, UU2JQ, UU3JX, UU5DX, UU5JR and possibly others. 

V7, MARSHALL ISLANDS (Update/IOTA Op)
Operators Yuri/N3QQ and Tim/NL8F will be in the Marshall Islands between November 30th and December 16th. Both operators will arrive on Majuro (OC-029) on November 30th. They will stay in V73-land until December 17th. The operators will travel to Enewetak Atoll (OC-087) where some of the equipment has already been prepositioned. Activity from OC-087 will take place between December 5-16th. Look for some possible 160m operations from Enewetak Atoll. The duo will activate the uninhabited Ujelang Atoll (OC-278 - an IOTA new-one) sometime around December 9-12th, for 2-3 days. Activity will be on 40-6 meters using CW and SSB. Yuri's callsign will be V73QQ on Enewetak Atoll and V73RRC on Ujelang Atoll (OC-278). Tim, NL8F, will be active as V73CF from Enewetak Atoll (OC-087), Majuro Atoll (OC-029) and from Ujelang. QSL V73RRC and V73QQ via N7RO. QSL V73CF via K8NA. For updates/live GPS tracking, watch: 
http://www.oc-278.ucoz.com
VE, CANADA (Zone 2)
Oleksiy, VE2XAA, will be active as VE2XAA/2 during the CQWW DX CW Contest (November 27-28th) as a Single-Op/All-Band entry. QSL via LoTW or VE2XAA. 

VOACAP ONLINE (Update)
Jari/OH6BG and the VOACAP Online team now offers coverage area predictions at: 
http://www.voacap.com/coverage.html
There is a new addition to the VOACAP Online HF prediction toolbox which has coverage area maps. The coverage area map service uses a familiar Google Maps interface with an added possibility to choose the TX QTH from a DXCC-type of a list of over 470 pre-defined locations all over the globe. Also entering a Maidenhead locator in the Name field and setting a coordinate point as the user's default TX location are supported. 

The result map shows the probability to achieve a CW QSO from a TX site to a grid of RX sites. The prediction is plotted on a map of equidistant cylindrical projection, together with the grayline terminator and the position of the Sun. 

This service should be of particular interest to DXpeditions and contest operators who want to find the most suitable times of operation on different bands. If a more accurate HF prediction between two locations is needed, then VOACAP-based point-to-point predictions are available at: 
http://online.voacap.com
VP8, FALKAND ISLANDS
Look for VP8SCC to begin transmitting in Digital modes during December 2010. Activity is from the Falkland Islands Sea Cadet Corps unit. This is a young person's organization and is run with a nautical theme based on the traditions of the Royal Navy. The VP8SCC station is managed by John, VP8CWQ. QSL via: Falkland Islands Sea Cadet Corps, c/o PO Box 785, Stanley, FIQQ 1ZZ, Falkland Islands. 

VP9, BERMUDA
Hans, SM3TLG, will be active as VP9/SM3TLG from Bermuda (NA-005) between December 1​5th. Details about bands/modes activity was not provided. QSL via his home callsign. 

VU2, INDIA
Pai, VU2PAI, in Mangalore, will be active during the CQWW DX CW Contest (November 27-28th) as a Single-Op/All-Band/High-Power entry. QSL via VU2PAI direct (QRZ.com address). Also, see note under "QSL INFO AND NEWS". 

Z2, ZIMBABWE
Mirek, VK6DXI (aka SP5IXI, 9M8DX, 9V1XE etc.), will once again be in Zimbabwe and will active as Z21DXI. He will arrive in Bulawayo on December 6th and leave on December 17th. As was the case in February during his first visit, this time it's also a business trip. Mirek said that this time he will be busier than during his February visit, so the time for operation on bands will be very limited. But Mirek always tries to do his best to be active. QSL Z21DXI via SP5UAF, by the Bureau, direct or an E-mail request. All direct QSLs for the February Z21DXI activity are now answered on a daily basis. Cards via the Bureau are sent usualy twice a month. 

ZD9, TRISTAN DA CUNHA (Update)
Dieter, DJ2EH, is now active as ZD9T from Tristan da Cunha (AF-029) until December 8th. Activity will be on CW, SSB and RTTY on all bands. He is using a vertical for 160​, 30 meters and a 3 element wire beam. QSL via DJ2EH. 

ZL8, KERMADEC ISLANDS (Update)
The ZL8X group continues to be active from Raoul Island (OC-039) until December 5th. Activity will be on 160-6 meters using CW, SSB and RTTY. QSL via DJ2MX. For updates: 
http://www.kermadec.de
An online log search is now available for the ZL8X Kermadec DXpedition at: 
http://www.kermadec.de/service/online_log/index.php
--------------------------------------------------------------------------

       The following stations are expected to be active in the

        CQ World Wide DX CW Contest (November 27-28th, 2010)

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Thanks to Bill, NG3K, for providing OPDX readers with the following consolidated listing of the participants in the 2010 CQWW DX CW Contest.

For a more detailed listing (and up-to-date changes/corrections) in HTML

format, please visit Bill's Web page at:

          http://www.ng3k.com/Misc/cqc2010.html  (By call sign)
          http://www.ng3k.com/Misc/cqcd2010.html (By entity)
          http://www.ng3k.com/Misc/cqcz2010.html (By zone)
------------------------------------------------------------------------

 Contest        DXCC       CQZ     Class         QSL

Callsign       Entity                           Route

------------------------------------------------------------------------

3V3A           Tunisia     33      SOAB LP

4L5O           Georgia     21      SOSB 80M     N3SL

4L8A           Georgia     21      SOAB         LoTW; QSL via K1BV

4L0A           Georgia     21      SOAB HP      LoTW

5B/HA5PP       Cyprus      20      SOSB         HA5PP

5C5T           Morocco     33      M/S          EA5YU; QSL via EA Buro/direct

5N7M           Nigeria     35      SOSB 10M     OM3CGN

5R8WW          Madagascar  39                   OH0XX

5X1XA          Uganda      37      SOSB 20M     G3SWH

5Z4EE          Kenya       37      SOAB LP      NV7E

6V7Y           Senegal     35      SOAB HP      RX3RC; QSL via Buro or direct

8N5A           Japan       25      M/M          Buro Auto

8Q7DV          Maldives    22      SOAB HP      UA9CLB

9H3TX          Malta       15      M/2          DL5XAT

9J3A           Zambia      36      SOAB LP      S57S

9L5VT         Sierra Leone 35      M/2          G3SXW; QSL via LoTW

9M2CNC       West Malaysia 28      SOSB 20M     LoTW; QSL via eQSL and G4ZFE,Bureau or direct

9M6/KM0O     East Malaysia 28      SOAB

9Y4W     Trinidad & Tobago 09      SOSB 20M     DL4MDO

AH2R           Guam        27      M/S          LoTW; QSL via JH7QXJ

AH0BT      Mariana Islands 27      M/2          7L1FPU

AM5M           Spain       14      M/S          EA5RS

B7P            China       24      M/S          BD7IXG

C5A            Gambia      35      M/M          OM2FY; QSL via Buro or direct

C6AKX          Bahamas     08      SOSB 20M     WA4WTG

C6AQQ          Bahamas     08      SOAB LP      ND3F

C6ARR          Bahamas     08      SOSB 160M    WA4WTG

C6ATA          Bahamas     08      SOSB 40M     WA4WTG

CD1R           Chile       12      SOSB 15M     CE1RKV

CE1CR          Chile       12      SOSB 10M     CE1RKV

CE3AA          Chile       12      SOSB         CE3AA

CE3G           Chile       12      M/S          CE3WDH

CO8LY          Cuba        08      SOSB 15M     EA7ADH

CO8TW          Cuba        08      SOAB LP      HB9SVT

CN2R           Morocco     33      SOAB HP      W7EJ

CN3A           Morocco     33      SO           LoTW; QSL via I2WIJ

CR2X           Azores      14                   OH2BH

CR3E           Madeira     33      SOAB         W3HNK

CR3L           Madeira     33      M/2          DJ6QT

CW5W           Uruguay     13      M/S          LoTW; QSL via CX6VM

DU1/JJ5GMJ     Philippines 27      SOAB LP      LoTW; QSL via JH5RXS

E21YDP         Thailand    26      SOSB 15M     E21YDP

E7DX  Bosnia & Herzegovina 15      M/S          E77E

EA6FO     Balearic Islands 14      SOSB 15M

EA6URA    Balearic Islands 14      SOSB 40M     LoTW; QSL via EA3AIR

EA8/DH5JG   Canary Islands 33                   DH5JG Buro

EA8CMX      Canary Islands 33      SOSB 80M     OH2BYS

EA8CUU      Canary Islands 33      SOSB         OH6CS Direct

ED8T        Canary Islands 33      SOAB         LoTW

ED9M       Ceuta & Melilla 33      M/?          DL9USA

EE2W           Spain       14      M/?          EB2BXL

EF8M        Canary Islands 33      SOAB HP      UA3DX

ER4A           Moldova     16      SOAB HP      RA4LW

ES9C           Estonia     15      M/S          ES5RY

EY8MM          Tajikistan  17      SOSB         LoTW; QSL via K1BV direct

FO8RZ     French Polynesia 32      SO HP        LoTW

FS             St Martin   08                   Home Call

FY5FY        French Guiana 09      SOAB LP      FY5FY

GJ2A           Jersey      14      SOAB HP      LoTW; QSL via K2WR or GJ3DVC

GM4O           Scotland    14      SOSB 20M     GM0IIO

GM5X           Scotland    14      SOAB         N3SL

GM0EGI         Scotland    14      M/S          LoTW; QSL via GM0EGI, Buro

                                                and direct

GZ7V      Shetland Islands 14      SOAB HP      LoTW

H7V            Nicaragua   07      M/S          W5PF

HD2M           Ecuador     10      M/M          SM6FKF

HK1AA          Colombia    09      SOSB 80M     HK1AA

HK1MW          Colombia    09      SOSB 10M     HK1MW

HK1N           Colombia    09      SOSB 40M     HK1N

HK1R           Colombia    09      SOSB 15M     HK1R

HK1X           Colombia    09      SOSB 20M     HK1X

HK0GU          San Andres  07                   DL7VOG; QSL via DARC Buro or direct

HQ2W           Honduras    07      SO LP        LoTW; QSL via HR2DMR direct

HS8JYX         Thailand    26      SOSB 15M     LoTW

HS0AC          Thailand    26      M/S          HS0ZFZ

IH9GPI       African Italy 33      M/M          IH9GPI

IH9R         African Italy 33      SOSB 40M     IZ1GAR; QSL via Buro or direct

IH9X         African Italy 33      SOSB 80M     IK1QBT; QSL via Buro or direct

IM0/OL5Y       Sardinia    15      SOSB 15M

IR9Y           Sicily      15      M/2          IT9ABY

IU9T           Sicily      15      M/S

J28AA          Djibouti    37      SOAB LP      LoTW; QSL via K2PF

J28RO          Djibouti    37      SOAB HP      F8DFP

KG6DX          Guam        27      SOSB 15M     LoTW; QSL via KG6DX, direct

KP2M        Virgin Islands 08      M/?          AI4U

KP3Z           Puerto Rico 08      SOAB HP      N4AO

LN3Z           Norway      14      M/S          LA9VDA

LS1D           Argentina   13      M/S          LW9EOC

LX7I           Luxembourg  14      M/2          LX2A

LY7A           Lithuania   15      M/M          LY2ZO

LZ9W           Bulgaria    20      M/M          LZ1PM

MD4K           Isle of Man 14      SOSB 15M     G3NKC

MD6V           Isle of Man 14      SOSB 20M     G3NKC

MJ0ASP         Jersey      14      SOSB 15M     LoTW

MW5B           Wales       14      SOSB 80M     G3TXF

NH2T           Guam        27      SOAB HP      LoTW

OH5Z           Finland     15      M/S          LoTW

OH8X           Finland     15      SOAB HP      OH2UA

OH0X         Aland Island  15      M/S          OH2TA

OH0Z         Aland Island  15      SOAB HP      W0MM

OP4K           Belgium     14      SOSB         OP4K; QSL via Buro or direct

OQ3R           Belgium     14      SOSB 40M     ON4RU; QSL via Buro or direct

OZ5E           Denmark     14      M/2          LoTW

P3N            Cyprus      20      SOAB HP      RW3RN

P40L           Aruba       09      M/S          WA3FRP

P40W           Aruba       09      SOAB         LoTW; QSL via N2MM

PJ4A           Bonaire     09      M/S          K4BAI

PJ5/SP6EQZ    St Eustatius 08      SOAB HP      SP6EQZ

PT5T           Brazil      11      SOAB HP

PW2D           Brazil      11      M/S          M0OXO

PW2F           Brazil      11      SOSB 10M     PY2NA

PX2A           Brazil      11      SOSB 15M     PY2WB

PZ5T           Surinam     09      SOAB HP      VE3DZ

RA0FF        Russia (Asia) 19      SOAB LP      LoTW; QSL via RA0FF, direct

RA0FU        Russia (Asia) 19      SOAB HP

RW2F           Kaliningrad 15      M/?          DK4VW

ST2AR          Sudan       34      SOAB LP      S53R

SU/HA3JB       Egypt       34      SOSB         HA3JB Direct

T70A           San Marino  15      SOAB HP      T70A Buro

TA3KM          Turkey      20      SOAB         OZ1AA

TC3A           Turkey      20      M/2          LZ1NK

TC4X           Turkey      20      SOSB         OH2BH

TC7M           Turkey      20      SOAB         R5GA

TF3CW          Iceland     40      SOSB 20M     LX1NO

TK5A           Corsica     15      SOAB         IZ8GCB Direct

TM4Q           France      14      M/S          F6FYA

TM0R           France      14      M/S          LoTW; QSL via F5GGL

TO3A         St Barthelemy 08      SOAB         VE3EY

TO5T           Martinique  08      SOAB HP      JE1JKL

UP7A           Kazakhstan  17      SOSB 40M     UN7AL; QSL via Buro or direct

UU5A           Ukraine     16      M/?          LoTW; QSL via K2PF

UZ2M           Ukraine     16      M/S          US0LW

V26K           Antigua     08      SOAB LP      AA3B

V47NT     St Kitts & Nevis 08      SOAB HP      W2RQ

V63YT          Micronesia  27      SO           JE1SCJ; QSL via JARL Buro or direct

VE2XAA/2       Canada      02      SOAB         LoTW; QSL via VE2XAA

VK6AA          Australia   29      SOAB HP      DL8YR

VP2E/?         Anguilla    08      M/2          KQ1F

VP2M           Montserrat  08      M/2          K9CS

VP2V/N3DXX Br Virgin Island08      SOAB         KN5H

VP5CW       Turks & Caicos 08                   W5CW CBA

VP9I           Bermuda     05      SO           N1HRA

VU2PAI         India       22      SOAB HP      VU2PAI

VU2PTT         India       22      SOAB         LoTW; QSL via VU2PTT,Buro or direct

WP3C           Puerto Rico 08      SOAB LP      W3HNK

XU7ACY         Cambodia    26      SOAB LP      W2EN

YE1C           Indonesia   28      M/S          YE1C

Z24EA          Zimbabwe    38                   LoTW

Z37M           Macedonia   15      SOSB 20M     Z37M; QSL via Buro or direct

ZA3HA          Albania     15      M/?          LoTW

ZB2X           Gibraltar   14                   OH2KI

ZD8O      Ascension Island 36      SOAB         OH0XX

ZF1A         Cayman Island 08      M/S          LoTW; QSL via K6AM, Buro or direct

ZK2A           Niue        32      M/?          PA3LEO

ZL7NV       Chatham Island 32      SOSB 20M     LoTW; QSL via W6NV, direct

ZL7VR       Chatham Island 32      SOSB 15M     OH1VR

ZL8X       Kermadec Island 32      M/?          OQRS

ZM4T           New Zealand 32      M/2          LoTW; QSL via ZL2AL, direct

ZS2DL         South Africa 38      SOAB HP      NI5DX

ZX5J           Brazil      11      SOSB 15M

UP-COMING CONTESTS (complete)

For the latest contest info. click on the following link:
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestcal.html
	ARRL 160-Meter Contest
	2200Z, Dec 3 to 1600Z, Dec 5

	ARRL 10-Meter Contest
	0000Z, Dec 11 to 2359Z, Dec 12

	Stew Perry Topband Challenge
	1500Z, Dec 18 to 1500Z, Dec 19

	NCCC Sprint Ladder

	0230Z-0300Z, Jan 7

	North American QSO Party, CW

	1800Z, Jan 8 to 0600Z, Jan 9

	North American QSO Party, SSB

	1800Z, Jan 15 to 0600Z, Jan 16

	ARRL January VHF Sweepstakes

	1900Z, Jan 22 to 0359Z, Jan 24

	NCCC Sprint Ladder

	0230Z-0300Z, Jan 28

	CQ 160-Meter Contest, CW

	2200Z, Jan 28 to 2200Z, Jan 30


	

	
	


The K7RA Solar Update

11/26/2010 

The average daily solar flux declined this week more than 36 points compared to last week, to 24.6. Our reporting week -- which ran until November 24 -- showed the daily sunspot number declining from 40 to 11, but on November 25 the sunspot number rose to 22. Sunspot numbers for November 18-24 were 40, 37, 24, 25, 23, 12 and 11, with a mean of 24.6. The 10.7 cm flux was 86.5, 84, 79.8, 77.6, 74.8, 75.3 and 75.8, with a mean of 79.1. The estimated planetary A indices were 5, 2, 2, 3, 4, 8 and 4, with a mean of 4. The estimated mid-latitude A indices were 4, 2, 2, 2, 4, 7 and 3, with a mean of 3.4.

Sunspot group 1125 disappeared on November 17, and on November 20, sunspot group 1124 was gone after 10 days of visibility. Group1126 was gone on November 23 (after 11 days), and 1127 is still visible after 10 days. On November 25, new sunspot group 1128 arose near the eastern horizon; it may just provide some needed propagation juice for this weekend’s CQ World Wide CW DX Contest.

Solar flux during this week went from a high of 86.5 to 74.8; the predicted solar flux for November 26-30 is 78, 78, 79, 80 and 80. Solar flux is predicted at 78 for December 1-3, then 85 on December 4-11 and 90 on December 12-14. Perhaps this bodes well for the ARRL 10 Meter Contest, December 11-12. That contest is also during a time when ionization from meteors may enhance 10 meter propagation.

The solar flux forecast is from NOAA and USAF, and they say planetary A index should be stable for the next couple of weeks, with the index at 5 for November 26-December 10. Geophysical Institute Prague has a different outlook: They say that for the next week, look for quiet conditions November 26, quiet-to-unsettled November 27, unsettled November 28, quiet-to-unsettled November 29 and quiet November 30 through December 2.

This weekend, the STEREO mission will achieve 97.3 percent coverage. This means that only 2.7 percent of the Sun is now not visible to us, and that is in the area on the side of the Sun facing away from Earth. STEREO will achieve 98.7 percent coverage by the end of this year and should finally achieve 100 percent coverage some time on February 6, 2011.

Things are still looking up in terms of increasing sunspot activity: The first 25 days in November had an average daily sunspot number of 38, compared to 18, 23.1, 28.2, 35.7 and 35 for June through October. If this average continues through the next five days, November will have the highest monthly average of daily sunspot numbers since May 2006, when it was 39.6.

A brief report from Pete Heins, N6ZE, of Thousand Oaks, California (DM04): On November 19 at 0056 UTC with 100 W and a vertical, he worked VP8LP in the Falkland Islands with S5 reports both directions. VP8LP was working mostly W6, W7 and VE7. Click here for details on Pete’s VHF exploits.

Larry Jones, K5ZRK, of Sandersville, Mississippi, lives on the edge of the Tallahalla Swamp. He wrote: “I operate only 30 and 60 meters. I have a separate receive antenna on 60 meters. The morning of November 17 -- while in QSO with Les, KG4QZV (in Rome, Georgia, about 300 miles away) -- and after Les un-keyed, I heard a very distinct echo off his signal. We were on 5.3465 MHz. The echo had less signal strength than Les’s originating signal. I have only heard this happen once before on 60 meters and I chase the gray line on this band every day. Is this long path or diversity reception? I might also note that the gray line was very productive this same morning.”

Hard to say what was causing that echo, but at 186,000 miles per second, a 30 ms echo could emerge if the signal traveled 2700 miles, bounced and covered the same distance back. It seems unlikely to be long path, but perhaps that gray line was propagating that signal a long distance and propagating the echo back. Read more about Larry’s QRP activity on 30 and 60 meters here.

Some readers who read this bulletin last week on the ARRL Web site had trouble linking to the pdf provided by Dean Straw, N6BV. Try the text version and right-click and save via the link provided for the pdf of “Seeing the HF Propagation Big Picture.”

Carl Luetzelschwab, K9LA, has a piece on HF circular polarization in his propagation column in the current issue of World Radio.
The MLDXCC NEWSLETTER
Information may be reproduced provided credit is given MLDXCC.

2011 Meeting Dates:
2010 Officers of the MLDXCC  

President, Rich Cutler, WC6H

wc6h@yahoo.com
Vice President, Shirley Rose, AA6K

roses@prodigy.net
Secretary, Bob Hess, W1RH

w1rh@yahoo.com
Director, Ken Anderson, K6TA

k6ta@arrl.net
Director, Richard Hill, NU6T

rehill@ix.netcom.com
Treasurer, Carolyn Wilson, K6TKD

k6tkd@arrl.net

QSL Manager, Norm Regan, WA6SJQ

Qsl73@linkunet.net
Publicity Chairperson, Brandt Woodard, K6BEW. k6bew@yahoo.com
Nugget Editor, Rick Samoian, W6SR samoian@directcon.net
Webmaster, Norm Wilson, N6JV

n6jv@n6jv.com
ARRL Awards Checkers
Ken Anderson, K6TA

Rick Samoian, W6SR
ARRL Sixth District QSL Bureau
P.O. Box 970 Fairfax, CA., 94978-0970

Comments or questions on this bureau's operation may be directed to kc6awx@arrl.net See the W6 Bureau home.
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