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 The Nugget

The Newsletter of the Mother Lode DX/Contest Club.

MEETING DATE, LOCATION & PROGRAM

When: Our next meeting is Saturday, May 15th at 12:00 noon. 

Where: Mountain Mike's Pizza in Martel, CA.  They are located in the shopping center with Save-Mart on Highway 88, just west of Highway 49. Our meeting room is reserved from 11AM-3PM. At our regular time (noon) (The room is reserved from 11AM-3PM.) See the club’s website at http://www.mldxcc.org/ and click on “meetings” for a map and more information.

What: The brand-new K4M Midway DVD.  It is about 45 minutes and of
excellent quality, lots of interesting info about Midway in addition to
tons of radio stuff.  Well worth watching, de Ken, K6TA

KI6T SK
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From The Daily DX":
KI6T (ex W6NJU, J68GS), Gary A. Stilwell, became a Silent Key, on
Monday March 29th. He was 73. Gary (not to be confused with NI6T,
Garry!) was the owner of The Radioplace in Sacramento, California.
KI6T was a serious DXer sitting at the top of the DXCC Mixed Honor
Roll with 338/384 (active/total) countries. He was one shy of all on
Phone and missing two on CW. K6TA, Ken, remembers Gary as "one of the
last two standing at Visalia when the DXCC count down was done." The
then W6NJU was the second station from California to achieve 5 Band
DXCC (#13). He was a long time DXCC Field Checker. KI6T was a past
President of the Southern California DX Club (SCDXC) and multiple
times officer for the Mother Lode DX/Contest Club (MLDXCC). 

Per  Glenn Stilwell, WR6O:  Gary passed away from a brain hemorrhage on Monday March 29th. He did not suffer and went out just the way he would have wanted, having just participated in the WPX Contest. I also know he loved being a part of the club.

Below are photos of the HAMS that attended Gary, KI6T’s “celebration of life” on 24 April.  Photos by Norm, N6JV.
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K5VT SK
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DX Advisory Committee Member
It is sad to report that well-known DXer and doctor Vince
Thompson, K5VT, became a Silent Key (SK) at the age of 67, 11:30 AM
Saturday, April 24th. He was diagnosed with acute myeloid leukemia
(M5) four weeks ago and has been in the hospital since early March.
Vince will not only be remembered as a great doctor, but as an avid
DXer who was on many DXpedition teams and activated many rare locations.
OPDX and its readers would like to send out our deepest sympathy to
the family and friends of K5VT.
and DXer, and a true friend. Rest in Peace, dear friend.
From the Prez:
 I am looking forward to our May 15th meeting, I apologize for not making the March meeting, and want to thank Shirley, AA6K for taking over in my absence.  That Saturday I hired a crane to work on my 40 meter beam, again.  Bob, W6OZI and I were lifted (in a man basket) to the top of the tower and we brought-down the 40 meter beam.  I found the reason the antenna was having problems with its feed point connections.  It was the boom to element clamps, because of wind, and birds, the bolts securing the element to boom had cut into the aluminum boom. This allowed the elements to rotate breaking the feed point connections.  We fixed it (I hope) by drilled out the two holes on the director and the reflector and (hopefully) secured the element to boom clamp with larger bolts, and then we put it back on the tower.  I sure hope this fix will last a while!  While the crane was here, we also removed a 10 meter beam (that was broken) from the small tower and replaced it with a new KF6T designed 5 element Yagi.  Thanks to Bob, W6OZI for all his help, it would have been very difficult to do all the work by myself.  

With the antennas fixed, the station was now ready for the WPX contest.  We assembled KF6T, WX6V, WJ6O, K6ST and WC6H as operators.  We managed to make 4994 contacts with 1183 Prefixes for a total score of 13,722,624 points in the MM2 category.  If our numbers holds we are currently 3rd in the US, and it’s a new record for the west coast!  All the operators did a fantastic job, and we are looking forward to the CW WPX at the end of this month. 

It was good to see many of you at the Visalia DX convention, I always enjoy the once a year trek to Visalia. 

As many of you know we lost one of our own last month, Gary Stilwell, KI6T.  He will be missed, and the Ham Radio community has lost one of its best.  I wonder if Gary has anything to do with the sunspot number being at 70? 

See you at the meeting.  73, Rich WC6H 
VP’s QRM
 Our next Meeting will be on Sat 15 May at Mountain Mike’s Pizza in Martell, CA.  The program will be a video of K4M Midway DXpedition.
  HF propagation continues to improve and along with some luck I was able to work the YI9PSE DXpedition on 20M CW and SSB with my 100 watts.  On Easter Sunday morning I jumped into the SSB pile and tried unsuccessfully to work them for about 3 hours.  That same evening just after sunset I checked the cluster and found nothing but I turned on my rig anyway.   I found them on 20M SSB calling a lonesome CQ and they came back to my first call and asked me to spot them.  Needless to say they were no longer lonesome.  I then worked the entire week before I finally snagged them on CW Saturday evening.

  I managed to get a day trip to Visalia on Saturday and along with Ken/K6TA we asked the YI9PSE leader (Paul/N6PSE) to consider the role of featured speaker at our joint meeting with the NCCC on July 24.  Paul has graciously accepted our request.  We will need to provide a screen and a sound system.  I’m looking for volunteers.

  A reminder that we continue to need topics and presenters for our club meetings so if you have something please let us know. 73, Shirley de AA6K
Tube of the Month de Norm, N6JV

In the late 1920s, the Robert Dollar Steamship Company wanted to install powerful transmitters on all their ships and land stations.  They approached Ralph Heintz, W6RH, to research circuits that wouldn’t infringe on the existing oscillator patents.  Heintz and his partner, Jack Kaufman, had formed Heintz and Kaufman in 1924.  Dollar had possession of a patent for a ”Simpson” oscillator through their acquisition of the Simpson Radio Co.   The circuit worked, but RCA refused to sell them tubes.  Heintz and other young engineers from UC Berkley and Stanford began research on a different type of tube that wouldn’t infringe on the patents for the triode, the getter, the thoriated tungsten filament and the internal insulator.  They explored the work done by Goddard, of rocket fame, and decided to build prototype tubes based on this research.

The new tube was to be much like a full wave rectifier with two large plates and a single filament.  The filament was mounted very close to one plate they called a “gamma” plate.  A conventional triode used a grid between the filament and plate to control the electron flow, but this tube utilized the gamma plate that had a high potential and created a field around it and the filament.  Modulation or switching of the field would release electrons towards the plate.  Both anodes were to be made from tantalum metal that had the nature of absorbing gas when operated at high temperatures.  A pure tungsten filament and no internal insulators should solve the patent problems.

Heintz had hired two young hams to build their prototype tubes and they set up shop in South San Francisco.  They chose the commonly available “250” watt envelope from Corning Glass and produced their first tubes.  They worked, but the amplification factor was only 2 or 3 at best.  Not a problem in a free running oscillator.   The new tubes were a great success and could be run red hot, but were still underpowered for their intended application.  They called their new tubes “Gridless Gammatrons”.  They made a few larger versions and eventually produced 1 KW transmitters for all of Dollar’s ships and shore stations mostly using a tube named the HK-255.  These tubes worked well at 1 KW with 5000 volts on the plate.  None of these tubes were intended for public sale.

RCA was not pleased and quickly sued H&K.  Seven RCA lawyers showed up for the trial, but Heintz had built an excellent set of demonstrations for this technology and before the trial started, they dropped the suit.

As the depression went on, the finances of Dollar slumped so Heintz convinced the company to start selling tubes to the public and make some money now that RCA had been found to be running a monopoly and was required to allow others to make gridded tubes.  By 1934 they produced an excellent tube designated the HK-354 and sales looked promising, but Dollar’s financial problems forced staff reductions.  The two young hams that Heintz had first hired and helped him set up the tube manufacturing, could see little future working for H&K so started their own tube making company.  They were Bill Eitel, W6UF, and Jack McCullough, W6CHE, and their new company was called EIMAC.

The example shown is one of only about 5 of the prototype tubes known to exist.

GRIDLESS GAMMATRON

[image: image7.jpg]



Member news/feedback/Announcements.
Below is a picture of my Top Multi-Single plaque for our CQP effort.  Bob,W1RH
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Congrats!!de Ed.
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http://www.k6is.org/hamfest10.pdf
Click on the hyperlink above for more info

I just found out that I finished 1st in “low power in the Pacific Division” in the 2009 ARRL 160 meter contest.  At Visalia, I won an Alpha power meter ($995) at the Topband Dinner. 

Rick N6RK

Congrats! de Ed.
Editor’s Notes de Rick, W6SR
Hi All

Karen and I just returned from 3 days in So. Cal.  We flew down this time and saw our son, daughter and the grandkids.  The past weekend was a big deal for the oldest grandson, he had his “court of honor” and was installed as an Eagle Scout, and of course Grandma and Grandpa had to be there.  Since only 4% of scouts ever make the highest rank (Eagle Scout), this was a big deal. On the down side, Karen managed to come-down with a head-cold, and I was flying with allergies and we are still dealing with those.    

Karen and I made it to Visalia, again, and saw lots of old friends, and made some new ones as well. On Friday night, we had dinner with Al, K6YRA and his wife Bunny, at a local Visalia restaurant; sorry we can only take one banquet meal per weekend, HI HI

The Sunday of the convention, Art K6XD (former Southwestern Division Director) and his wife Mary-Ellen, who also attended the convention, stayed with us overnight in Placerville. They were off to the Train Museum in Sacramento on Monday, then a leisurely trip back to Orange County.  Below is a shot of the four of us at dinner at a local Placerville restaurant, “The Sequoia”.
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On a sad note, as the years roll along, we are losing many in our ranks, including our own KI6T.  Gary had problems for the last few years, but it’s always a shock when the end finally comes. And I was really blown-away to hear that Vince Thompson, K5VT passed away the weekend of the DX convention.  He was a healthy guy with no known problems for all but the last month of his life. Both Gary and Vince had been fixtures at the DX convention for as many years as I can remember.  In fact, back in the late 1990’s, I had the privilege to run against Vince for Southwestern Division DXAC representative, when I was living in Southern California. Vince won that election, and did an outstanding job in that position. Both of these DXers and contesters will be missed. RIP my old friends.

Not much DXing or contesting from W6SR in the past couple of months, the only radio related stuff that I accomplished was getting my homebrew GS-35B up and “on the air” on 20-160M.  It outputs 1700W with 90W of drive using only 3200V (full load) on the plate.  It’s rated at 4000V and should put 2500W into a load at that voltage. Since I have a 4KV at 1 amp power supply, that I’m not using,  I’m  working on getting that integrated into the system.  Always stuff to do, huh?

See ya’ all the 15th…….de Rick, W6SR

May 2010 Treasurer’s Report
Balance April 1, 3010:          $2253.34

Income:
Dues: KI6CG
           15.00

Expenses:



     00.00

Balance April 30, 2010:         $2268.35

Carolyn Wilson, K6TKD

Treasurer

Mother Load DX/Contest Club Meeting Minutes

MOTHER LOAD DX / CONTEST CLUB

GENERAL MEETING

MARCH 20, 2010
Call to order

Vice President Shirley Rose, AA6K, called the meeting to order at 12:05 PM.  The meeting was held at Colima del Oro restaurant, in Shingle Springs.

Officer Roll Call

Shirley, AA6K, Vice President

Carolyn, K6TKD, Treasurer

Bob, W1RH, Secretary

Gary, KI6T, Director

Rich, NU6T, Director

Rick, W6SR, Newsletter Editor

Introduction of Guests

Doug, WE6Z, and Doug Sr., Granite Bay

Tom, WB6JSB, Camino

Recognition of Achievements

K6LRN – MLDXCC won the CQP club competition.  24 logs were submitted.  Shirley showed the plaque, which was given to NU6T.  Redwood Empire DX Association placed 2nd.  The San Diego DX Club placed third with just seven logs submitted.

W1RH – Placed 1st, CQP, multi-single category using the call sign, N6FR.  Operators were AA1ON and W1RH.

W6SR – NCCC KB1000, 2009, award.

K6LRN – NCCC KB1000, 2009, award with plaque.

W1RH – NCCC KB1000, 2009, award.

NU6T – NCCC KB500, 2009, award.  Shared Station award.

W6SR – Worked TF4M and ER4EDM on 160.

AA6K – Worked JT1CO and BA2QU

Old Business

None

New Business

K6TA – Mentioned that the ARRL DXAC, which currently has a 5 band DXCC award, is asking if there is interest in a 9 band DXCC award.  When should the start date be?  Should they offer a 10 band plaque?

Meeting closed at 12:21 PM

Presentation: A video on roofing filters

	CALL
	NAME
	QTH
	MLDXCC
	NCCC

	W1RH
	BOB
	LOTUS
	X
	X

	NUT6
	RICH
	FAIR OAKS
	X
	X

	K6TKD
	CAROLYN
	OMO RANCH
	X
	X

	AA6K
	SHIRL
	STOCKTON
	X
	X

	N6KD
	DENNIS
	JACKSON
	X
	

	N6RK
	RICK
	GALT
	X
	X

	WB6JSB
	THOMAS
	CAMINO
	
	

	N6RER
	GINNY
	YANKEE HILL
	X
	X

	K6LRN
	DICK
	OMO RANCH
	X
	X

	K6TA
	KEN
	PINE GROVE
	X
	X

	K6KO
	KAY
	PINE GROVE
	X
	X

	W6RFF
	JETTIE
	ROSEVILLE
	X
	X

	KI6T
	GARY
	FAIR OAKS
	X
	X

	K6KM
	BILL
	YANKEE HILL
	X
	X

	W6SR
	RICK
	PLACERVILLE
	X
	X

	WE6Z
	DOUG
	GRANITE BAY
	
	X


Click on the Hyperlink below to check-out the MLDXCC scores in the latest contests.

http://mldxcc.org/scores.html
UP-COMING DX and Dxpeditions

Click the link below to display up-coming Announced DXpeditions:

http://www.ng3k.com/Misc/adxo.html
The Ohio/Penn Dx PacketCluster
DX Bulletin No. 958
 
May 3, 2010
Editor Tedd Mirgliotta, KB8NW
Provided by BARF80.ORG (Cleveland, Ohio) 
3B8, MAURITIUS
Jan-Willem, PA7JWC, will be active as 3B8/PA7JWC from Pereybere, Mauritius Island (AF-049) between May 5-22nd. Activity will be on the HF bands and 6 meters, using CW, SSB, RTTY and PSK31. His equipment is an ICOM IC-7000 into end-fed antenna for 20m and dipoles for 40m and 15m, and a vertical for 6m. QSL via the LoTW or to his home callsign direct or by the Dutch QSL Bureau. For more info and updates, visit: 
http://www.pa7jwc.nl
9V, SINGAPORE
Loren, AD6ZJ, will be active as 9V1/AD6ZJ between June 6-28th. Activity will be limited because this is a business trip. Look for him mainly on the weekends and nights on any open bands, but he will focus on 30/17/12 meter bands using CW, SSB and RTTY. QSL via LoTW or to his home callsign, by the Bureau or direct. 

CQ NEWS
Richard Moseson, W2VU, Editor CQ Amateur Radio, sent out the following press release (Thursday, April 29th): Dayton Forums to Feature 

11 CQ Communications Columnists -- Eleven columnists and editors for CQ Communications publications will be among the many forum moderators and presenters at the 2010 Dayton Hamvention™. Six are forum moderators, seven are panelists (several are involved with more than one forum). CQ Communications publishes "CQ Amateur Radio," "CQ VHF," "Popular Communica- tions" and "WorldRadio Online" magazines. 

Listed alphabetically, the writers are: Rich Arland, K7SZ, Contributing Editor for both "CQ" and "CQ VHF," panelist on QRP forum; Kent Britain, WA5VJB, Antennas Editor for "CQ," "CQ VHF" and "Popular Communications," panelist on VHF/UHF/Microwave forum; Bill Brown, WB8ELK, "CQ VHF's" "Up in the Air" columnist, moderator of BalloonSat forum, panelist on amateur television forum; "CQ" Kit-Building Editor Joe Eisenberg, K0NEB, moderator of Kit-Building forum; John Johnston, W3BE, "Rules & Regs" columnist for "WorldRadio Online," panelist on QCWA forum; "CQ" Editor and CQ Communica- tions Editorial Director Rich Moseson, W2VU, panelist on the Newsline Town Hall forum; "WorldRadio Online" YL editor Cheryl Muhr, N0WBV, moderator of YLRL forum; Bill Pasternak, WA6ITF, FM & Repeaters Editor of "WorldRadio Online," moderator of Newsline Town Hall forum, panelist on QCWA forum; Carole Perry, WB2MGP, "Hams with Class" editor for "WorldRadio Online," moderator of Teacher Workshop, moderator of Youth forum; CQ VHF Digital Editor Mark Thompson, WB9QZB, as moderator of the TAPR forum; and Gordon West, WB6NOA, Contributing Editor for "CQ," "CQ VHF" and "Popular Communications," moderator of Add-on DSP Speakers forum and panelist on the Teacher Workshop. 

In addition, CQ Communications President and Publisher Dick Ross, K2MGA, is being honored with the Dayton Amateur Radio Association's 2010 Special Achievement Award, in recognition of his 50th anniversary with CQ and his ongoing leadership in the amateur radio industry and hobby. 

"Dayton forums generally bring out recognized experts in each of their subject areas as speakers," noted Editorial Director Rich Moseson, W2VU. "This broad level of participation by our magazines' columnists and editors as forum moderators and panelists demonstrates their expertise in sometimes more than one subject area, as well as our ongoing commitment to having top people as columnists in all of our publications." 

The 2010 Dayton Hamvention™ will be held May 14-16 at Hara Arena in Dayton, Ohio. It is sponsored by the Dayton Amateur Radio Association, which is solely responsible for selecting and approving forum participants."

CQ3/CT3, MADEIRA ISLANDS
Operators Diethelm/DJ2YE, Norbert/DJ7JC, Dieter/ DJ8DS, Ulrich/DJ9IE, Detlef/DK3QZ, Hans/DL1XW, Kai/DL3HAH, Joerg/DL3QQ and Wil/PA0BWL will be active as CQ3L during the CQWW WPX CW Contest (May 29-30th) as a Multi-? entry. QSL via DJ6QT. Look for operators to be active before the contest between May 25-29th, as CT3/homecall. QSL via Bureau. 

CS2, PORTUGAL (Special Event)
Look for special event station CS2HD to hit the air waves between May 12-16th. Activity is to celebrate the International Harley Davidson meeting in Tavira on May 15th and 16th. This (HOG) event will take place in the gardens in front of the old market between "Rua Doutor Jose Pires Padinha" and "Rua dos Cais" in the center of Tavira. All contacts will receive a QSL card from this activity via the Bureau or direct if requested (via CT2FPE), SWLs are always welcome. This activity will not use eQSL nor LoTW, only paper QSL. Check out the QSL on (QRZ.com). 

CY0, SABLE ISLAND (Update)
Operational dates have been set for October 22nd ​ November 1st, 2010. There will be a minimal effort during their operation to supply a mulitiplier for the CQWW DX SSB Contest. ALL QSL requests via N0TG. An ONLINE QSL Request service will be established as an optional method. Look for updates on the Web site as details develop at: 
http://www.cy0dxpedition.com
EO5, UKRAINE (Special Event)
Look for special event station EO65JM to be active between May 1-15th. Activity is to commemorate the 65th anni- versary of the victory in the great Patriotic War. QSL Manager for this event is Ralph, K2PF. 

ET3, ETHIOPIA
Sid, ET3SID, was active this past weekend on 20 meters SSB (14180 kHz) between 0330-0600z. QSL direct to his home callsign. 

GB2, ENGLAND (Special Event)
Operators Andy/M0GGR and Chris/2E0XLG will activate special event station GB2HFF from the Holmfirth Festival of Folk, in Holmfirth, Yorkshire, (Locator IO93cn, WAB-SE10) between May 6-9th. The event is an annual celebration of traditional music, dance and arts and features live music, dance performances and sessions throughout the town and in the local public houses of Holmfirth over the event weekend. Activity will be mainly on the lower bands, on 160, 80 and 40 meters. QSL Manager is Chris, 2E0XLG. Please send direct QSLs only at the moment. Please include return postage, IRC, etc for direct QSL. 

HB0, LIECHTENSTEIN
Johannes, DF5AU, will be active as HB0/DF5AU from May 8-12th. Activity will be on the HF bands using CW and SSB. His focus will be on 80 meters. QSL via his home callsign. 

IOTA NEWS
EU-010. Members of Camb-Hams (G3PYE) are once again active from the Isle of Harris, this time as GS3PYE/P (and some possible operations as GM3PYE/P), between May 1-14th. The group states, "We have decided on operating 2 voice stations on HF from the start, one HF data mode station, 6m and 4m SSB/data (JT6m) and 2m, 70cm and 23cm satellites. We will have limited tropo capability on 2m, 70cm and 23cm but will try and work anyone interested. There will be some portable operations around the islands (possible interest to WAB chasers), but for the first time we have limited SOTA activity. A few operators are planning to operate from the Monach Islands EU-111 for a few nights, this is weather permitting but only has 33% claimed by IOTA participants." Operators mentioned are: Bob/G1SAA, Geoff/G0DDX, Rob/M0VFC, Voi/G0BOE, Gavin/M1BXF, Adam/G1UAF, Mark/M0MJH, Terry/G3VFC, Fred/M0RFD, Colin/G4ERO, Lawrence/M0LCM and Martin/G3ZAY. Listen for QSL info. For more details, update, DXpedition dairy and log search, go to: 
http://dx.camb-hams.com/dx-peditions/harris-dxpedition-10
EU-045. Luigi, IK8HCG, will be active as IB0R from Ventotene Island during the RSGB IOTA Contest (July 24-25th) as a Single-Op entry. QSL via his home callsign direct. 

EU-150. Operators Antonio/CU8AS, Arlindo/CT1EGW, Jose/CT1END, Goncalo/ CT1GPQ, Luis/CT1EEQ, Luis/CT4NH and Hermann/HB9CRV will be active as CR6W from Insua Island during the RSGB IOTA Contest (July 24-25th) as a Multi-Op entry. QSL via CS1GDX. 

NA-029. Gregg, VE3ZZ, will be active as VE3ZZ/VY2 from Prince Edward Island between July 21-26th. His activity will also include an entry in the RSGB IOTA Contest (July 24-25th) as VY2X. QSL via his home callsign. 

NA-138. John, K8LJG, will be active as K8LJG/4 from Amelia Island, Florida (Florida State North East Group) between May 1-25th. He will use a TS-50s into a Cushcraft R-5 vertical, operating on 20-10 meters using CW and SSB, on the IOTA frequencies. QSL via K8LJG: John C. Kroll, 3528 Craig Drive, Flint, MI 48506 USA. 

NA-182. DXPEDITION STORY. John, VE8EV, who was active as CK8G from Greens Island in the Northwest Territories (NWT) in the Inuvik Region East Group towards the end of April, has written an interesting story called the "Perfect Storm" which can be read online at: 
http://ve8ev.blogspot.com/2010/04/ck8g-perfect-storm.html
NA-213. Lindy, WW5AA, will be active as WW5AA/4 from Dauphin Island between May 9-10th. Activity will be on 160/80/40/20/17/15 meters, and possibly 12/10 meters as time and propagation permits. QSL direct to WW5AA. 

OC-137. Gerard, VK4TGL, will activate Moreton Island in the Queensland State (South Coast) South Group between May 8-15th. Activity will be holiday style on 40/30/20/17 meters around the QRP frequencies using a light weight QRP CW rig. QSL via his home callsign. 

KH5, JARVIS ISLAND
Several sources reported this past that the Radio Expeditions Inc., the organizer of the record-breaking VP6DX 2008 DX- pedition to Ducie Island, is planning a DXpedition to Jarvis Island (KH5) in 2010 November. The approximate dates for this operation are between November 17th and December 1st (depending on weather and sea conditions). Dates were chosen to maximize propagation openings on both the lower bands (160-80m) and the high bands (12-10m long and short path) to Europe, where demand for KH5 is extremely high. Planning for this project began over one year ago. Organizers state that applications for the required government permits have been submitted to the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service. However, the final approval has not yet been received. 

The DXpedition team plans to have 24-25 operators to man 12 stations on 160-6 meters using CW, SSB and RTTY (No 60m operations are planned). An entry in the CQ World-Wide CW Contest is also included in the operations. Sea transportation and support services will be provided by the "MV Braveheart" and its crew -- the same group who helped make the 2008 VP6DX expedition a success. No individual contributions are being solicited until the required government permits have been received. Radio Expeditions Inc. is a permanent, non- profit organization of volunteers founded by Eric Scace/K3NA and Carsten Esch/DL6LAU in 2007. Radio Expeditions Inc. first project was the 2008 Ducie Island VP6DX expedition which shattered many DXpedition records. The 2010 Jarvis Island project is the second project of Radio Expeditions. A third project will be announced at the 2010 Dayton Hamvention's DX Forum. 

KH6BZF PROPAGATION FORECAST/REPORT (For May 2-9th)
 May   3    AN-HN       SOLAR REFERENCE KEYS

 May   4    HN-AN       --------------------

 May   5    AN          BN - Below Normal

 May   6    AN          AN - Above Normal/Geomagnetic Level is QUIET

 May   7    AN          LN - Low Normal

 May   8    AN          HN - High Normal/Geomagnetic Level is UNSETTLED

 May   9    AN          DIS  - Disturbed

                        VDIS - Very Disturbed

   GEOMAGNETIC REFERENCE

   ---------------------

   QUIET - The "A" index is expected to be between

           0-7 and the "K" index will be 2 or less

   UNSETTLED - The "A" index is expected to be between

           7-16 and "K" index will be 3 or less

LZ2010, BULGARIA (Special Event)
Look for special event station LZ2010KM to be active between May 1-31st. Activity is to celebrate St. Kiril and Methodius' Day. Operations will be on all bands and modes. QSL via LZ1BJ, by the Bureau (preferred). Logs will be uploaded to LoTW. 

MMAA CW CONTEST
Ed, PY4WAS, President of CWJF, wants to remind everyone that the 2010 Manchester Mineira All America CW Contest will take place on May 15-16th. It's the "BIGGEST CW" contest conducted only among the Americas. It will be the "LAST" year to be carried out only between the Americas; therefore, from 2011 and on, it will be WORLD-WIDE. For complete details, see: 
http://www.powerline.com.br/cwjf
NCDXF PRESS RELEASE
Glenn Johnson, W0GJ, Vice President of NCDXF, reports: "The Northern California DX Foundation is pleased to announce a major contribution to the VP8ORK South Orkney DXpedition by the MicroLite Penguin DXpedition team in early 2011. DXpeditions to these rare remote areas are extremely expensive. One of the purposes of NCDXF is to support such DXpeditions for the worldwide amateur community. Your valued membership helps make these DXpeditions possible. More information can be seen at the following websites": 
http://www.ncdxf.org
http://www.vp8o.com/vp8help.html
NEW DX BOOK BY BOB, W9KNI
A press release by Idiom Press states: 

"Can a DX'er from a small town in southwest Oregon hope to compete in the Big Leagues of DX'ing? Bob Locher, W9KNI, author of the best selling DX Book ever, 'The Complete DX'er', set out on a mission to prove it was possible. 'A Year of DX' is Bob's personal account of the challenges, joys and sorrows in pursuit of the Holy Grail -- winning the CQ DX Marathon. Look over Bob's shoulder as he works country after country, yes, and missing a few along the way, but always trying to optimize his chances and the hope of logging the next one. Mixed in is a wealth of other material, some dealing with equipment optimization, some thoughtful, some humorous. Anyone who enjoyed 'The Complete DX'er' will surely be delighted with this book. 280 pages. Includes chapters on linear amplifiers, transmitter audio optimization, and propagation in a time of low sunspots."

Cost of the book is 20.00 USDs (plus SH) is available at: 
http://www.idiompress.com/yearofdx.php
OH, ALAND
Hans, DK3PZ, will be active as OH0/DK3PZ from Aland Islands (EU-002) between May 1-8th. Activity will be on all HF bands. QSL via his home callsign. 

PG6, THE NETHERLANDS (Special Event)
Look for special event station PG6N to be active during the Dutch National Lifesafeboat Day from the KNRM Lifeboat Station in Noordwijk on May 8th. Activity will also take place during the International Lighthouse Weekend in August. PLEASE QSL via the Bureau. For more details see: 
http://www.qrz.com/db/PG6N --or-- http://pg6n.jouwweb.nl/
PS8/ZV8/ZW8, BRAZIL (LH and IOTA Op!)
Members of the Teresina DX Group and Labre - PI are preparing a DXpedition to the Santa Isabel Island (IOTA SA-025, DIB PI-01) and Pedra do Sal Lighthouse (ARLHS BRA-070, DFB PI-03) on the coast of the state of Piaui in northeastern Brazil, between June 2-6th. Their callsign will be ZW8B. Grid Locator: GI97de. Activity will be on 160-10 meters (SSB, PSK31 and RTTY), including 6 meters, 144 MHz (SSB, FM and CW) and the satellites (SSB, FM and CW): AO-7 (A and B), FO-29, AO-51, VO-52, SO-50, HO-68, SO-67 (if active) and ISS in repeater mode if active. QSL via PS8HF: Milton Lima Ribeiro, Rua Mazerine Cruz, 2673, 64076-040 Teresina - PI, Brazil. Operators mentioned are: Flavio/PS8BBC, Raimundo/PS8DX, Jose/PS8ET, Milton/PS8HF, Nelson/PS8NF, Joao/PS8PY, Luiz/PS8RF and Dalton/PS8TV. Visit the group's Blog page at: 
http://teresinadxgroup.blogspot.com
ADDED NOTE: Orlando, PT2OP, informs that he will also activate Santa Isabel Island and two Brazilian lighthouses in separate operations between June 3-7th. Activity will include the following: 

ZV8S - Priority operation will be Pedra do Sal Lighthouse (ARLHS BRA-070, DFB PI-03) on the Santa Isabel Island (IOTA SA-025, DIB PI-01), in the Piaui state, northeast of Brazil. The Grid Locator is: GI97de 

PS8/PY2TJ - During this trip, Orlando will activate the Luiz Correia Lighthouse (ARLHS BRA-061, DFB PI-02). Its is near/on the mainland. The Grid Locator is: GI97fc. Even though priority is given to activate the Pedra do Sal Lighthouse on Santa Isabel island, he states that he will activate the Luiz Correia Lighthouse when the weather and transportation conditions permit. 

QSL ZV8S and PS8/PY2TJ via PT2OP. Orlando mentions that he will be traveling with the Teresina DX Group on this trip. Orlando adds, "We're Scouts operators and all QSOs will be valid for the BP Award (PR7JP manager) and Diploma Baden-Powell the Radio (manager PY2AA). Also to be valid: IOTA Diploma, Diplomas of ARLHS, DIB Brazilian Islands Award, DFB Brazilians Lighthouses Award, South American Lighthouses Award, in addition to diplomas WAA (such as Brazil), WAB (as Piaui), WAO (such Brazil) and DBDX (as Brasile if worked on 160, 80 or 40m) from the LABRE, PT2AA. 

QSL INFO AND NEWS
PIRATE ALERT. Charles, KY4P (ex-S9SS), reports that a station using the callsign S9SS and using the name Charles over the past few days is definitely a pirate. 

Logs for the recent Southern Line Islands IOTA DXpedition (T32CI, T32MI, T32SI and T32VI) are now available online at: 
http://t32line.webnode.com
QSLS VIA LoTW: 6Y9V, 9V1SV, C37UR, CT1HFS, CT3FN, CW6V, DL4NAC, EA5GPC, HI0IDT, IW3HEL, J38CW, JA3AOP, JA6GCE, OE3DIA, OY9R, RZ3DZF, UA9CGL, V85TX, YO8RAA and ZY0T 

QSLS RECEIVED VIA MAIL: 5H3EE, 9Y4VU, H40FK, PJ6/W6IZT, TX3A, V63T, VU2RBI and XW3DT 

QSLS RECEIVED VIA THE BUREAU: 9A0HQ, 9A4BB, 9A5Y, 9A6IND, 9A73AA, AM5A, DM2008ARDF, EA5DWS, GB0SI, HA1TNX, RZ9OJ, SM5ZBJ, SQ4MP, UA9CDC, UE1CBB and YT3MA 

RP3/RP65, RUSSIA
Members of the "Michurinsk Contest Group" will activate the special event stations RP3RQ, RP3RTG, RP65RTK and RP3RZK between May 1-10th (including the "ARI DX" and "CQ-M" Contests). Activity is to celebrate of the 65th anniversary of the end of World War II. If you make contacts with these stations (CIS stations - 15 QSOs, EU stations - 7 QSOs and DX stations 5 QSOs; dupes are valid on different bands) you will receive a full colored award free of charge. QSLs for all stations and award applications are via RN3RQ, by the Bureau, or direct to: Jack Yatskiv, P.O.Box 30, Michurinsk 393760, Russia. Also, Bureau E-mail requests rn3rq@tamb.ru and LoTW are "OK". 

SILENT KEY
Members of the Northern Ohio DX Association are sad to report that Paul "Tom" Varney, K8PV (ex-KD8V, "King Dog"), became a Silent Key (SK) on Monday, April 26th. Tom's signal on the air will be surely missed. OPDX and its readers would like to send out our deepest sympathy to the family and friends of K8PV. 

T8, PALAU
Mike, KM9D (ex-V63MY), is now active as T88CF from Bablomekang Island (OC-009). Length of stay is unknown. Activity over the past weekend has been on 80/30/17 meters CW between 1045-1500z and 2030-2330z. QSL via OM2SA. 

TC150, TURKEY (Update/LH Activity)
Look for special event station TC150SLH to be active to celebrate the 150th anniversary of the Sile Lighthouse between May 1-9th, July 24-25th and August 21-22nd (Lighthouse weekend). A special Sile Lighthouse award will be available. For details on the award go to: 
http://www.ta0u.com/2010/eng/PDF/TC150SLH.PDF
TYRRHENIAN SEA TOUR (IOTA Op!)
Tomi, HA4DX, will take part in a sailing trip on the Tyrrhenian Sea, which is part of the Mediterranean Sea off the western coast of Italy, on a yacht between May 15-22nd. While on the seas, he will operate as HA4DX/mm, otherwise look for him to use the callsigns on the following islands:
    May 15th - Elba Island (EU-028); callsign IA5/HA4DX
    May 16th - Capraia Island (EU-028); callsign IA5/HA4DX
    May 17-18th - Corsica Island (EU-014); callsign TK/HA4DX
    May 19th - Giraglia Island (EU-164); callsign TK/HA4DX
    May 20th - Elba Island (EU-028); callsign IA5/HA4DX
He will use a TS450SAT and vertical antennas. 

UPCOMING SOUTH AFRICAN OPERATIONS
A group of UK operators, who are dedicated enthusiasts and specialists that offer DX Tours and Safaris to Southern Africa, announced the following operations planned for 2010:
   Swaziland (3DA) - August / September
   Namibia (V5) - October (CQWW DX SSB Contest)
   Mozambique (C9) - November (CQWW DX CW Contest)
The group states on their Web page: "We are looking for groups of individuals to participate in these proposed DXpeditions. All tours to include Southern African transfers, accommodations, meals and equipment. Dates to be announced closer to the Events. Final pricing dependant on number in the group." If interested in one of these operations, visit the following Web page for more details: 
http://www.3da0ss.net/index.htm
V8, BRUNEI
Yoshi, JJ8DEN, is active as V85/JJ8DEN from Brunei (OC-088) until May 10th. Activity will be on 160-6 meters using CW, RTTY, PSK31 and JT65A (14076 kHz). Yoshi was also spotted operating as V84PMB from the Brunei Darussalam Amateur Radio Association (BDARA) on Palau Muara Besar (OC-184). QSL both callsign via his home callsign. 

VK100, AUSTRALIA (Special Event/Award)
A limited issue amateur radio operating award is available to celebrate the 100th year of the Wireless Institute of Australia (WIA), the world's oldest national radio society. To qualify for an award, certificate contact is required with the Centenary of Organized Amateur Radio in Australia special event station VK100WIA. The WIA, through its 130 affiliated radio clubs, will operate a unique and expected to be highly sought after callsign between May 1st and October 31st, 2010. The callsign will also be used in Australia's capital city, Canberra, where the WIA Annual General Meeting and associated events will be held in May. The unique VK100WIA callsign to be operated on all amateur bands, amateur satellite may be used, but contacts via terrestrial repeaters are not eligible for the award. It is certain to be very popular on air, and this one-off award is expected to also be well sought after. For more details, the rules and picture of the award, visit: 
http://www.wia.org.au/newsevents/centenary/award
VK9C, LORD HOWE ISLAND (Update/Callsign Change)
Tomas, VK2CCC (aka LY1F), will be active as VK9LL (not VK9CLH as first announced) between May 24-31st. Activity will be limited to his spare time on 160/80 meters, and he plans to participate in CQ WPX CW Contest (May 29-30th). QSL cards will be available via an "Online QSL Request System" at the following Web page. QSL by other methods such as LoTW and by the Bureau or direct are via VK2CCC. For updates and possibly more details, visit: 
http://www.qrz.lt/ly1df/vk9clh.htm
YJ, VANUATU
John, ZL1GWE, will be active as YJ0AWE from Pango, Port Villa, on Efate Island (IOTA OC-035) until May 9th. Activity will be on 30-10 meters. However, most of his operations have been on 20 meters SSB using a FT-897 and Buddistick. QSL via his home callsign. 

YJ, VANUATU
Operators George/HA5UK and Pista/HA5AO will be active as YJ0HA from Efate Island (OC-035) between November 1-15th. Activity is planned for 160-10 meters using CW, SSB, RTTY, PSK and SSTV modes. More details, like station setup, antennas, etc. will be forthcoming in due time. A Web site is now active at: 
http://ha5ao.novolab.hu
A survey is available for band and mode needs. Also an online log will be available on this site. QSL via HA5UK, direct, by the Bureau and LoTW. 

ZS8M, MARION ISLAND (Update)
Pierre, ZS1HF, on Marion Island (AF-021), has hit the air waves, but as ZS1HF/ZS8 and mainly working South African operators during his work schedule off times. No QSL cards will be issued under the ZS1HF/8 callsign. Pierre informs OPDX that he will activate the ZS8M callsign in the region of May 12-15th, or once the "SA Agulhas" returns to Cape Town. He states, 

"The base is heavily populated with scientists, researchers, old and new team members. Trying to run a DXpedition under these conditions will be unprofessional." 

Pierre has not updated his ZS8M page recently , but check out the "S.A. Weather and Disaster Information Service" (SAWDIS) Web page at: 
http://saweatherobserver.blogspot.com/search/label/Marion%20Island
Pierre has written some info and post pictures of the island and his radio equipment on the above URL. 

UP-COMING CONTESTS (complete)

For the latest contest info. click on the following link:
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestcal.html
	Feld Hell Sprint
	1600Z-1800Z, May 15 and
  2000Z-2200Z, May 15


	+ Run for the Bacon QRP Contest
	0100Z-0300Z, May 17


	+ NCCC Sprint Ladder
	0230Z-0300Z, May 21


	+ NCCC Sprint Ladder
	0230Z-0300Z, May 28


	+ CQ WW WPX Contest, CW
	0000Z, May 29 to 2359Z, May 30


	 

	
	June 2010

	+ NCCC Sprint Ladder
	0230Z-0300Z, Jun 4


	+ DigiFest
	0400Z-1200Z, Jun 5 and
  2000Z, Jun 5 to 0400Z, Jun 6 and
  1200Z-2000Z, Jun 6


	+ SEANET Contest
	1200Z, Jun 5 to 1200Z, Jun 6


	+ Alabama QSO Party
	1600Z, Jun 5 to 0400Z, Jun 6


	+ NCCC Sprint Ladder
	0230Z-0300Z, Jun 11


	+ Portugal Day Contest
	0000Z-2400Z, Jun 12


	+ ARRL June VHF QSO Party
	1800Z, Jun 12 to 0300Z, Jun 14


	+ BARTG Sprint 75
	2000Z-2359Z, Jun 12


	+ SKCC Weekend Sprint
	0000Z-2400Z, Jun 13


	+ WAB 50 MHz Phone
	0900Z-1500Z, Jun 13


	+ NCCC Sprint Ladder
	0230Z-0300Z, Jun 18


	+ SMIRK Contest
	0000Z, Jun 19 to 2400Z, Jun 20


	+ All Asian DX Contest, CW
	0000Z, Jun 19 to 2400Z, Jun 20



	
	


Solar Update
QST de W1AW  
Propagation Forecast Bulletin 18  ARLP018
From Tad Cook, K7RA

Seattle, WA  May 7, 2010
To all radio amateurs 
Sunspots made a strong return this week, and so did geomagnetic activity.  Average daily solar flux increased 4.2 points to 79.6, and on Wednesday, May 5 the daily sunspot number reached 77, the highest in nearly four years.  The sunspot number hasn't been as high since May 28, 2006, when it was 78.


Last Friday, April 30, sunspot group 1064 appeared, and then faded after the third day.  On Sunday groups 1065, 1066 and 1067 appeared, and the next day 1063 made a reappearance, along with new group 1068.  1069 arose on May 4 and 1065 disappeared. 1070 appeared on May 5.  1069 grew quickly, and the sunspot number rose from 61 to 70 and then 77 on Wednesday, but dropped to 45 on May 6, when 1066 and 1077 disappeared.



Solar flux rose steadily from 76.2 on April 29 to 83.2 on May 5, but dropped over four points to 79.1 on May 6.  NOAA and USAF predict solar flux to decline over the next few days, with the May 7-10 flux values at 78, 76, 75, and 75.  This probably indicates another short quiet period with little or no sunspot appearances.

A look at the STEREO mission image at http://stereo.gsfc.nasa.gov/ on Friday morning shows no bright spots (indicators of magnetic activity and sometimes sunspots) coming up.  STEREO achieved 89%coverage on May 6, and is expected to reach 90% on June 18, 2010. Expect 95% coverage by October 12.


Along with increased sunspots came rising geomagnetic activity.  The peak days were Sunday and Monday, when the planetary A index was 39 and 27, and the K index went as high as six over several three-hour periods.

NOAA and USAF predict planetary A index for May 7-13 at 9, 12, 12, 8, 8, 5 and 5.  Geophysical Institute Prague predicts quiet conditions for May 7, unsettled May 8, quiet to unsettled May 9-10, unsettled May 11, and quiet May 12-13.


Now that April has ended, we can look at sunspot averages for the past month and the past three month period.


Average daily sunspot number for April was only 11.2, down from 21.3, 31 and 25.2 for January through March.  The three-month moving average centered on March was 22.3, close to the averages of 22.4 and 25.7 centered on January and February.


Look on page 10 of the NOAA Space Weather Operations Preliminary Report and Forecast for May 4 at, http://www.swpc.noaa.gov/weekly/pdf/prf1809.pdf.  It shows the current sunspot cycle peaking at a smoothed value of 90 in February through July 2013.  Also note how the monthly sunspot numbers this year as reflected in the graph decline from the projected values.


Tomas David Hood, NW7US, who edits the Propagation column in CQ Magazine, has a propagation resource at http://prop.hfradio.org/. He also has a Facebook page that features frequent reports and comments on solar activity and propagation.  On Facebook do a search for "Space Weather and Radio Resources at HFRadio.org."

Bob Kile, W7RH had a comment regarding this week's increasing sunspot activity.  He writes, "Shucks Tad, I really enjoyed the last minimum of 2007-2010. The activity level on 160m was superb and conditions were fantastic even out west!" Bob has been quite happy with the low solar activity and quiet
geomagnetic conditions over the past few years, as his main interest is 160 meters.  He lives in Las Vegas, but operates a 160 meter HF remote base station in a remote quarter of Northern Arizona.  Bob has planted acres of antennas and controls the station remotely.  It sits on a 20 acre piece of land that he purchased at a popular
online auction site.  See http://members.cox.net/midnight18/ for
pictures and info.



Bill Echols, NI5F of Jackson, Mississippi had a comment on the 70 MHz propagation in Europe (where it is an amateur band) and aircraft traffic, contrails, and volcanic ash.  Bill writes, "It very well
may be that jet contrails provide the normal mechanism for enhanced
70-MHz paths rather than the jet itself. Many years ago it was noted
in England that the U.S. stealth aircraft could be detected after the fact by scanning for the moisture in jet contrails between 55-MHz and 70-MHz and comparing that 'signature' against the normal metallic returns; obviously, if there had been stealth aircraft during the observation window, the number of contrail returns would be higher than the metallic returns."

"The jets on our stealth aircraft were modified in classified ways to minimize, and in most cases, eliminate this method of detection. I actually remember seeing something about this in amateur
literature once; if I remember correctly, it was in an RSGB periodical somewhere in the early 1990s."


Robert Steenburgh, KA8JBY of Houston, Texas says that the annual Space Weather Workshop at the Space Weather Prediction Center concluded a week ago, and soon material presented there will be
available on the web at, http://www.swpc.noaa.gov/sww/.  There is
also a link to past conferences, where there are slides and other
material presented from 1999-2009.  Until his recent retirement Robert worked as the US Air Force Liaison to the Space Weather
Prediction Center in Boulder.  Now he is in Houston working for NASA's Space Radiation Analysis Group, which has a web site at http://srag.jsc.nasa.gov/.

If you would like to make a comment or have a tip for our readers,
email the author at, k7ra@arrl.net.
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2010 Meeting Dates:
May 15
June 12
July 24 (Joint meeting in Stockton)
August 14
September 18
October 9
November 13
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