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The Newsletter of the Mother Lode DX/Contest Club

MEETING DATE, LOCATION & PROGRAM 

When: Saturday, May 21st, 11:30AM-2:30PM 

Where: Ione Hotel, 25 West Main St., Ione, CA 95640 Phone: 209-274-6082, Order from their menu.
What: The Latest NCDXF video-TJ3FR DXpedition. 
The following members have not paid their 2005 dues:

K6GT         George Daughters

K6KD         Dennis King

WB6QVI       Fred Soderer

K6RK         Chuck Patterson

KF6T         Jack Morgan

W6VFA        Web Weber

AE6Y         Andy Faber

N6TV         Bob Wilson

Mail dues to: Carolyn Wilson, K6TKD, 

Box 273, Somerset, CA., 95684-0273.

CQ CQ FD de K6AO!!

It's only six weeks before Field Day weekend will be upon us. I’m looking forward to the challenge of being the club’s Field Day Coordinator again this year. Hey - we did great last year! We had an improved setup and made a higher score than the previous year. The Peddler Hill location was great and the operators had a fun weekend and folks - that's what it's all about.  

The initial setup for the weekend is scheduled to start Friday afternoon (6/24). Field Day officially starts at 11 A.M. Saturday morning and lasts until 11 A.M. Sunday morning. Station/antenna tear and lunch down will probably last until around 2 P.M. Sunday. By the way - there is family camping at the Bear River Lake Resort down the hill from our FD site. Camping sites there are $25/night. Call them at 209-295-4868 for more information or check out their web site at www.bearriverlake.com. In addition to camping, the Resort also has a general store (ice is available 24 hours a day), a full service restaurant, and the campground has coin-operated showers. 

We will be operating in Class 2a again this year. This means that we will have two stations on the air for the full 24 hours. In addition, we will have a "Get-On-The-Air" (GOTA) station running on the HF bands. We hope to make the allowed maximum of 400 contacts for this station. We also plan a VHF station running CW/SSB on 6 & 2 meters. With this many stations running, there should be ample time slots available for everyone to operate. An 18 KW diesel generator supplied by WB6GEF will provide more than enough AC power for all stations. 

Our goal for this month’s club meeting will be to get a general idea of who will be willing to bring some of the many items that will needed to put this operation together. One bright note is the recent acquisition by the club of a Hy-Gain 204BA 20-meter beam. 

Everyone will be on their own for food. There will be camp stoves and BBQ grills on site for folks to use for cooking and we have secured a large coffee-maker which will keep us supplied with "go juice" for the entire weekend. 

That's about it.  We can discuss these things and more at our upcoming club meetings in May and June. Hope to see you there. Jim  -WX6V-    

MEMBER’S NEWS & FEEDBACK

Recently I got my S9A card - for a new country, which brings me up to 294 (including 3 deleted).  It brought my DXCC/Challenge total to 997, so hopefully some of those turkeys who are slow in QSLing will shortly bring me up to the magic 1,000 number.  I have not been hearing any new counties lately, working all 3067 seems like a hopeless task, so I sent in my book and just received the endorsement for reaching the 2,500 level (I actually had 2,652 confirmed when I sent my book in to CQ magazine).  Last week I received yet another 1st place certificate for low power Tuolumne County in last October's CQP - once again there were no other entries in that category - Hi Hi.  Back in 2000 I got a certificate (#51) from RSGB for working 70 of the 75 ITU zones - has anybody else gotten into working ITU zones?  The IARU contest in early July has always beeen a fun event for me. 73  Bill  KI6PG 

DXCC totals as of May 17, 2005

Mixed 338/330
CW 319/316

Ph 291/285

160 25
80 104

40 189
20 297
15 213 

10 189
Needed for an all time new one: BS7, VK0/Heard, FR5/T, FR5/G, E4 de Dick K6LRN

Kay and I have the following DXCC totals:
K6TA DXCC Mixed 369/335 #1

          Phone 360/335 #1

          CW   343/333 Need 7O and P5 (me too. de ed.)

K6KO DXCC Mixed 325/325 needs one more for Honor Roll

          Phone 323/323

Nothing spectacular but, my totals are: 310 worked/304 confirmed using 100W and a wire ant. (Carolina Windom). IOTA totals are 329/259.  I also started on Jan. 2004 with a   QRP kit running 4 W....So far 46 states, WAC, and 58 entities.  Ant. is also a wire.

de Jack, K6TTT

Since the DX convention I have recieved:

FT5WJ    CROZET        20/40

FT5XO    KERGUELEN     20

CN2R      MOROCCO      75

3G0YM    EASTER I.     80

ER1DA    MOLDOVA       40

YR2I        ROMANIA    40

SM6DYK  SWEDEN         80

de KI6CG

I have added a Diawa DP-830 watt meter... But I need manual for it, anyone have a copy? I received my T33C cards on 4 bands including CW on 15m and 17m. My DXCC country count is, 145 worked/ 129 confirmed. And I have 253 confirmed for DXCC Challenge?  de Richard, NU6T (keep up the gud work. de ed.)

Visalia:

Many people in the club helped out in the prize room. Everyone did a good job, despite some run-ins with Murphy's Law.  No word yet on how much money the club will get.

DXCC:

I finally applied for DXCC after 40 years being licensed. I submitted the maximum 120 entities for card checking

at Visalia.  I think I will be able to submit another 120 entities next year.  After that, well, you honor roll guys don't need to worry for a while.

ARRL 160 meter contest:

I won the Pacific Division in SOLP with a record score and narrowly missed winning the West Coast Region, losing to a station in Arizona (never knew AZ was on the west coast :-).  I only got on 160 meters 5 years ago, so I am amazed how well I am doing.  I am orking now on better receive antennas for the next 160m contest.  Rick N6RK

My FT5XO card arrived last week putting me at 309 DXCC countries with a couple of deleted for a total of 311 confirmed. All worked low power.  I'm waiting for the cards from the Vatican HV0A, The Sudan ST2BF and 5T0CW, Mauritania. The VU4's are hopefully in the mail, too. 

I'm continuing to work on the antenna system. New coax 165' to the 82 foot tower going in this week. I'm pondering a wireless remote antenna switch and remote reading power meter. The goal is to have 100 watts at the antennas. Gotta get a 6 meter beam up, too. 

The best DX day last month was April 28/29th. I worked ST2BF, A45XR, A61Q and A6/ON5NT all within a few hours. I'm beginning to appreciate working a "dead band."  If every KW between here and the East Coast has gone silent waiting for the bands to reopen in a couple of years, I'll take the Dead Band. 

My DX total with eQSL is growing slowly. I need to enter some old DX contest logs to confirm some cheap ones.

The latest NCJ arrived yesterday. The CQP records have stirred my interest. Anyway I guess Field Day and IARU will have to hold me until October. CU in the pileups, Ray ND6S .....remember the bands are dead, so don't turn on the radio

Terrorists or just another contester?

Over the weekend of April 31 and May 1st the Gigahertz troops were out striking fear into the locals. Picture this, Uncle Dug and Aunt Grace they were driving long a scenic mountain road enjoying the view when what should appear on edge of the road but a three foot microwave dish and someone franticly moving it back and forth, as it painting some imaginary wall and those lucky enough to drive up to Mt. Diablo, that weekend, were offered a special opportunity to have three or four of these dishes waving back and forth at the same time. Well maybe the driver would comment, "I wonder what those crazy's are looking for; UFO's or call ET." Some may have thought it was sort of surveillance, monitoring for who knows what. Fortunately none of these crazy Ham’s one were hauled in for subversive activities. Well all the jokes aside there were about a dozen or more of these strange sighting around the Central California area as well as those in the greater Los Angeles basin. The object was, like all contests, to work as many other stations as possible. I managed to shag 9 and I think Norm had eleven.

A typical station arrangement converts the 10 Gig signal to 2 meters using Down East 10gig transverter, an IC-706 or equivalent on 2 meters SSB/CW. The power levels on the 3 centimeter band range from as low has 100mw to up 20 watts or more at the feed point into the dish.

The antenna dish sizes range from one foot to four feet in diameter. The output power after the gain of the antenna is quite impressive, a one-foot dish has gain of approximately 27 dB and at four feet the gain is 40db. If the rule of thumb doubles the power for every three dB’s of gain a three-foot dish driven with 1-watt equals 4,100w, 5 watts about 20,400 and 20 watts an whopping 82,000 watts E.R.P. Of course that is relevant to the ever-maligned reference dipole. Remember the reciprocal principle applies to the received signal also. Distances from north of Redding to the top of the Grapevine grade near Gorman are not uncommon occurrences.

Finding the other stations does not include calling CQ CQ CQ DX but rather a coordination frequency, previously agreed to by all players is used to establish the location of each station before pointing your dish. It is much like using a highly focused flashlight you had better know where to aim. The use of the MaidenHead Grid square system much simplifies the problem also. When the grid at each end of the path is known a computer program or a Palm Pilot can give the bearing and distance within seconds.

Most of the contest operations are portable from hilltops, but there are four known tower-mounted dishes on the air in and around the Sacramento area. Norm N6JV is the central hub, with the other stations strung along the edge of the foothills, Lyle K6QG is the southern most, currently but that may change with reports of a station in Atwater. A repeater is available and is located just above and south of the Sunol Pass on Hwy 680. It has 3 to 8 stations checking in on Mondays at 10pm local time. A direct path is not always required; one station uses Mt. Diablo as a passive reflector to get a signal out. 

There are several contest weekends throughout the year as well as special events just for the fun of it. Most of the contacts are made using SSB. Mainly because half the operators forgot their key or stepped on it and broke it while setting up. Shorting the wires together made one CW contact, what ever works is fair.

Most stations use the Rube Goldberg construction approach and are not a thing of great beauty. 

So the next time you hear one of us calling CQ on 10 Ghz stop by and chat for a minute or two.  Hi Hi. Lyle K6QG

PS: Just in case the calling frequency is 10,365,100.00 using vertical polarization.

FROM THE PREZ

First, it is my pleasure to acknowledge the efforts of the various Mother Lode DX/Contest Club members in so many phases of the recent International DX Convention held in Visalia over the weekend of April 15, 16 & 17. On entering, we noted Ken & Kay Anderson, K6TA & K6KO helping out at the registration desk. Later, the Contest Dinner was chaired by Jeff Stai, WK6I, assisted by Carolyn Wilson, K6TKD & Rich Hill, NU6T. On Saturday, Gary Stilwell, KI6T, with Ken & Kay, plus volunteers from other clubs and areas, checked a ton of QSL cards. A hearty congrats goes to Rick Karlquist, N6RK and his crew of volunteers including George Staudacher, KI6CG, Gary Stilwell, KI6T, Dick Zuttermeister, N6TNX, Rich Hill, NU6T, Bill Snider, K6KM, Carolyn, K6TKD, Andy Faber, AE6Y & XYL, Ann, Jeff Stai, WK6I, Rick Samoian, W6SR & Rick Tavan, N6XI. Thanks to all!! NCDXC gave us a case of coffee cups…make sure you get yours!!

We have generously been offered a Hy-Gain 204BA (20 M 4element yagi) by Bruce Butler, W6OSP of our rival, REDXA. I will be making arrangements to pick it up from Napa. It may be missing a boom-to-mast clamp and miscellaneous hardware. Thank you, Bruce!!

Has everyone reserved June 25 & 26 for Field Day?? Unless the snow is hip-deep, we will be operating at Peddler Hill in the 2A class again. Jim Venneman, WX6V is chairing this event…let’s give him some support!! The site is east of Jackson on State Highway 88 east of Jackson. 

I like Rick’s idea of getting DXCC, etc. statistics. It will help us with our programs. There are some on the Honor Roll, but there’s others trying to get there and could use some advice. (Other than the axiom, “Be there when they’re there!!) 

Thanks to Norm Wilson, N6JV for his IOTA presentation at the April meeting. I am sorry I missed it. Where do we go next time, Norm??

I received our plaque from NCCC for winning the club competition in the California QSO Party in 2004. Would it be possible to get them all together some time, photograph them and post to the web site?? I think we have two here…any one else??

I have been installing Windows XP on Carolyn’s computer over the past several days. I managed to lose her email files…temporarily, I hope. If anyone has sent her a message in the past week or so, please re-send. 

Hope to see everyone in Ione next Saturday! 

de Dick K6LRN

The VP Says…………….

Greetings from beautiful uptown Auburn.

Sure enjoyed our meeting at the Ione Hotel last month. Norm's presentation about his IOTA DXpedition to several islands off of the coast of Baja was quite good. 

I'm starting to get excited about our upcoming Field Day operation next month. Mark your calendars now for the weekend of June 24-26. The recent acquisition by the club of a 4-element 20-meter beam sure will enhance our signal on that band from Peddler Hill (see more about Field Day in my separate write-up elsewhere in the newsletter). 

Upcoming at the end of this month will be the WPX CW contest. Hope to hear club members over the weekend in this fun event. I plan to be operating from W6SR again this year, so here's hoping that the propagation gods will be smiling on us over the May 27-29 weekend.

Very little radio activity from my QTH lately - just hanging out on 30 meters now and then to pick up a new one hear and there. Since I have not been operating very much, I've been busy catching up on QSLing duties. Also recently spent a fun weekend at Disneyland with my wife for our 17th anniversary. It also happened to be the first weekend of the amusement park's 50th year in operation and we certainly enjoyed ourselves. The best part was that we went there with no kids - the first time we have done that in 17 years! The next several weekends find us participating in bowling tournaments in Carson City and Sacramento. 

That's about it from here. See ya in the pileups!

Recent contest scores posted on the reflector:

KI6T  -    WPX SSB Contest      100,455

PS: Send future results to wx6v@msn.com. Jim See y’all next month Jim  -WX6V-

MLDXCC – April 2005 Financial Report

Balance April 1, 2005:
$606.64

Income:


Dues

              30.00


Contest Dinner
 190.00

Expenses:


 000.00

Balance April 31, 2005        $856.64

Carolyn Wilson, K6TKD, Treasurer

HELP!!

KP1-5 PROJECT NEWS (Update from Mike, NA5U). DX Organization Leadership:

"I am writing to ask for your assistance in an important matter affecting the pastime of DXing. It has been over ten years since Navassa Island (KP1) and Desecheo Island (KP5) have been on the air. This is because the islands are national wildlife refuges under the control of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS), which banned Amateur Radio from the islands in the early 1990s.

Despite many requests for permits to visit the islands for Amateur Radio operations, the FWS has stated unequivocally that Amateur Radio is

permanently banned from the islands. The FWS asserts that Desecheo is closed for safety reasons because of unexploded bombs, illegal aliens and

drug smugglers on the island; Navassa is closed to protect sensitive habitat. Yet the review of over a thousand pages of internal FWS records and reports conducted by Brad Farrell, K4RT reveals that these claims are baseless. FWS records reveal that it considers Navassa a healthy and highly pristine habitat. Yet the agency turns a blind eye to the many Haitian fishermen who live there and start fires -- while refusing to issue permits to American Amateur Radio operators and other U.S. citizens for lawful use of the islands.  In fact, the FWS recently considered encouraging more illegal alien fishermen to go to Navassa under a federal permit program!

Since 1994 the FWS has relied on this charade to deny applications for special use permits for Amateur Radio on Desecheo or Navassa no fewer than sixteen times.  To top it off, the FWS has wholly misrepresented the facts to several Congressmen who have inquired on behalf of Amateur Radio operators whose requests for permits for Desecheo and Navassa were turned down, and certainly did not disclose to these Congressmen the information

they have kept hidden in their internal reports and records.

This is alarming and just plain wrong, and it is why I am asking for your help. The KP1-5 Project, www.kp1-5.com, was launched to right these wrongs and we need your help. As a result of the efforts of hams across the nation, H.R. 1183 has been introduced in Congress. H.R. 1183 would require the FWS to open Desecheo and Navassa to limited public use.  It is not Ham-Radio specific. It is critical that legislators hear from their constituents telling them to support and cosponsor H.R. 1183.

The KP1-5 Team met in Washington, DC on April 8th to present information to Congressional staff and other interested parties. The presentation was successful. We learned while we were there that this must be a 'grass-roots'

effort. So, if the bill is going to pass, it is up to the DX community to make this happen.

Here is how your organization can help:

1.  At your next meeting, or as appropriate for your group, please share the content of this letter.

2. Encourage your membership to individually contact their Congressman asking them to support and cosponsor H.R. 1183. The details on how to do this can be found at www.kp1-5.com. Urge them to follow up with phone calls!

3.  Utilize your e-mail reflectors to get the word out to your members and other DXers.

4. As the leadership of your organization, write each Congressman whose  constituents are members of your club urging them to support H.R. 1183.

5.  Please consider a donation of any amount to the KP1-5 Project. The Lone Star DX Association has agreed to oversee this fund. Details on donations can be found on the website <http://www.kp1-5.com/> .

Any donation will offset direct costs associated with moving this effort forward. None of the considerable personal expenses of the KP1-5 Team will be reimburse by these donations. Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions."

73 es DX, Michael L. Thomas, NA5U

          KP1-5 Project Director
EDITOR’S NOTES

The highlight of last month was the Visalia weekend, I always have fun and this year was no exception.  

I had Ken check my cards, adding to my Challenge total, now at 2280.  

I have 338 on CW, needing 7O and P5. I have 348 on Phone, needing SY/A and FR/G.

While in Visalia I was chatting with Tom, N6RA, who is planning a VHF DXpedition to FP to celebrate his 50th anniversary in Ham Radio.  Tom needed a 6M kW power amp., and asked me which was the best HF amp. to convert. Anyway, he recently purchased an 80’s vintage Alpha 76A, I agreed I would convert it to 6M for him. The hardest part of this project was trying to find all the existing problems and un-do all the prior (lousy) repairs/mods. But, I am now getting 1KW output on 6M and have repaired all (I hope) of the problems. I spent a lot of time tracking down an intermittent arcing in one of the P/S caps.  Since I need to get this thing back to him next weekend, the 22nd, I been busy this week.

April, and so far May, have been pretty lousy radio months, only four contacts have been added to my log. Wow! However the FT5XO cards came in and that added 5 new band countries.

My home-brew 10/15 beam is still lying in the weeds, one of these days it will find it’s way to the top of the 50’ tower. But, there ain’t much to work on those bands, so not much is lost by not completing the project, HI HI.  

I have just installed a WX0B SixPak switch to complement my SO2R system. It will allow me to manually (or automatically) direct access to the entire antenna system from both SO2R radios. It also seems to be a quality/heavy duty product. 

73 and CU all at the meeting, de Rick W6SR 

STUFF FER SALE

I have the following items for the swap:

Rigblaster Plus (complete) $45(club price)
http://www.westmountainradio.com/RIGblaster.htm

MFJ494e 10-160m 300 watt Tuner,  $75 

http://www.mfjenterprises.com/products.php?prodid=MFJ-949E 

Reply to n6nia@arrl.net  

I still have a Force-12 C3-E (5 band beam) it’s still on the tower so u can check it out B-4 u buy. Make me a fair offer and it’s yours! de Rick W6SR (530) 672-2885
MLDXCC April meeting minutes

Club officers present: WX6V,KI6T, K6TKD, N6NIA

No board meeting was held.

General meeting started at 13:11LT Chairman was Jim WX6V

All club members present introduced themselves

There was a motion to accept the minutes from the last meeting as printed in the Nugget. The motion was carried.

There was a motion to accept the Treasure’s report as printed in the Nugget. That motion was also carried.

OLD BUSINESS:

N6RK- Visalia Report, Rick said he currently had adequate volunteers to cover a two-person coverage for the Prize Room,  plus dinner coverage.

Rick also mentioned that this year there would be no US Tower BBQ.

Also, that prizes would be listed at the web-site (nolink) and that prizes must be picked up, in person.

Also that there was a deadline (since expired) to sign up for the contest dinner/banquet and that there was adequate info on the NCCC email reflector from WK6I

WX6V began a discussion concerning the club’s Field Day effort. There is still a need for

a 20 meter monoband beam, Jim will accept parts to build if needed. 

Joe N6GWT said that he might have a lead and will work with Jim to research.

NEW BUSINESS:

None

PRESENTATION:

Norm Wilson N6JV did another fine presentation on his recent trip to Baja Mexico Islands.

There was a follow-up display of a recorded video of N5TR’s ?

Meeting was adjourned ~ 14:20LT

Respectfully submitted by N6NIA

UPCOMING EVENTS

North Hills ARC Swap-Meet(a once a year event) 22 May from 6AM-12PM

Bella Vista High School

8301 Madison Ave., Fair Oaks

Foothill Flea Market

2nd Saturday of each month from March through October at Lockheed, Sunnyvale.

Livermore Swap Meet

1st Sunday of each month at Las Positas College in Livermore, 7:00 AM to noon, all year.  Talk in 147.045 from the west 145.35 from the east.  Contact Cliff Chiba, KF6EII, (209) 835-6715, email larkswap@usa.com. 

Placerville Swap Meet 

Every third Sunday, 3970 B Missouri Flat Rd #3, Placerville.  7:00 AM to 11:00 AM.  Talk-in on 146.865 – PL 142.2, 440.700 + PL 88.5.  No fee, free parking.  Hwy. 50 East, take Missouri Flat off-ramp.  Go over Hwy. to 2nd light, into shopping center in front of Radio Shack.

UP-COMING CONTESTS

CQ WW WPX Contest, CW 0000Z, May 28 to 2359Z, May 29 

SBMS 2 GHz and Up WW Club Contest 0600 local, Apr 30 to 2400 local, May 1 

US Counties QSO Party, SSB 0000Z, May 21 to 2400Z, May 22 

IARU Region 1 Field Day, CW 1500Z, Jun 4 to 1459Z, Jun 5 

RSGB National Field Day 1500Z, Jun 4 to 1500Z, Jun 5 

ANARTS WW RTTY Contest 0000Z, Jun 11 to 2400Z, Jun 12 

ARRL June VHF QSO Party 1800Z, Jun 11 to 0300Z, Jun 13 

All Asian DX Contest, CW 0000Z, Jun 18 to 2400Z, Jun 19 

SMIRK Contest 0000Z, Jun 18 to 2400Z, Jun 19 

AGCW VHF/UHF Contest 1600Z-1900Z, Jun 18 (144) and 

  1900Z-2100Z, Jun 18 (432) 

West Virginia QSO Party 1600Z, Jun 18 to 0200Z, Jun 19 

Quebec QSO Party 1700Z, Jun 18 to 0300Z, Jun 19 

Kid's Day Contest 1800Z-2400Z, Jun 18 

Marconi Memorial HF Contest 1400Z, Jun 25 to 1400Z, Jun 26 

ARRL Field Day 1800Z, Jun 25 to 2100Z, Jun 26

425 DX News 5/14/05
3DA     - Wayne/W5KDJ (3DA0KDJ), Frosty/K5LBU (3DA0CF) and Daniel/ZS6JR          (3DA0JR) will  operate from  Swaziland on  8-18 July,  IARU  Contest included (hopefully as 3DA5HQ).  They expect to  be active on  160-6 metres and to try RTTY and PSK also. Frosty is looking for at  least other two  operators  to  join  the  team,  please  contact  him  at frosty1@pdq.net withing the next two weeks. [TNX K5LBU]

9A      - DE0MST (Fredy), DF9MV (Sven), DL5MFL (Mathias), 9A3KB (Boro),9A2WJ (Daki) and 9A6AA (Emir) will be active as either 9A0CI and  personal calls from Lastovo  Island (EU-016) and  Struga Lighthouse  (LH-815, CRO-148) on 15-22 May. QSL 9A0CI via DE0MST.  Side trips to nearby islands (namely Prezba, Bratin and  Zaklopatica) are possible.  [TNX IZ8CCW]

CT      - Paulo, CT1ITZ and Manuel, CT1EMO will operate special event  station CQ1M from Portimao on 14-16 and  20-22 May for the 7th annual Grand Prix  of  Portugal   of  the Fomula  1   World  Championship for powerboating. Expect activity on 10,  12, 15, 17,  20 and 40  metres SSB. QSL via CT1ITZ, direct or bureau, [TNX CT1END]

CU      - The Uniao de Radioamadores  dos Acores(www.qsl.net/cu3ura,  sponsor

of the Azorean Counties Award) and  the Associacao de  Radioamadores dos Acores (www.cu2ara.com, sponsor of the Azorean Islands  Diploma) will be promoting activity from as  many CU operators on 13-16  May. Activity is  expected  from all  the  islands (IOTA  groups  EU-003, EU-089 and EU-175) and all the counties. [TNX The Daily DX]

DL      - Jens DD0VD/p, Falk DF3UFW/p, Klaus DL8DZL/p and Joerg DL2DSL/p will          operate CW and SSB on 160-10  metres from Usedom Island (EU-129)  on 20-27 May. QSL via bureau to home calls. [TNX VA3RJ]

EA      - Steve, G0SGB  reports  he will  operate  from  around  15  different          lighthouses in Spain (EA5) starting on  15 May. QSL direct only  via  home call.

F       - Francois, F5JNE, will be active (mainly on 40 and 20 metres CW  and          SSB) from Belle Ile (EU-048, DIFM  AT-015) from on 16-24 May. On  17 and 19  May  he will  operate  from Poulains  Island  (EU-048,  DIFM AT-089) and lighthouse. QSL  via home call,  direct or bureau.  [TNX OPDX Bulletin]

F       - Max, F6AXP  reports  that  contacts  made  on  21-22  May  with  the          following stations will  count towards the  DIFI (the French  Inland Islands  Award):  Monique/F5MLE  (Ile  de  Naussac,  DIFI  48-001L), Jean-Pierre/F5XL (Ile San Damiano, DIFI 2B-001L), Didier/F5AOV (Il de Coudalere, DIFI 66-001L), Denis/F5NPS (Ile d'Alma, DIFI 08-001R), Max/F6AXP (Ile  des Roches,  DIFI 15-001L). QSL for  all via  F5XL, direct or bureau.

HB0     - Ed, HA5BWW has  been authorized to  operate on 6  metres during  his          14-21 May activity [425DXN 727] from Liechtenstein. [TNX HA0HW]

I       - Special station II7JP [425DXN 727]  will be active  again on 18  May          and on  the  28-29th. ARI  Cassano  delle Murge  will  also  operate special event  station II7PAX  on the  29th for  the visit  of  Pope Benedict XVI (further information at  www.qrz.com). QSL via  bureau, or direct to Sezione ARI di Cassano delle Murge, Via Maggior Turitto 32, Casella Postale 104, 70020 Cassano Murge - BA, Italy. [TNX  Info

Radio by I1SCL]

IS0     - Special event station IR0IDP will be  active (on 10, 15, 20, 40  and          80 metres CW) on 23-26 May  celebrating the 62nd anniversary of  the Italian  Navy   Telecommunication  Centre   in  Cagliari,   Sardinia(EU-024). QSL via IS0UWX (all QSOs  will be confirmed  automatically via bureau). [TNX IS0SDX]
JA      - Look for JA1GSG/1,  JF1IZM/1 and  JO1IRO/1 to  operate from  Hachijo Island (AS-043, JIIA AS-043-003) on 13-15  May. QSL via home  calls, direct or bureau. [TNX JI6KVR]

JA      - JA4ZKI/4 and JE4QIG/4  will be active  from Mutsure Island  (AS-117, JIIA AS-117-105), Yamaguchi prefecture, on 14-15  May. QSL via  home calls, direct or bureau. [TNX JI6KVR]

OZ      - Jakob, OZ7AEI will operate on 20 and 40 metres as OZ7AEI/P from Romo Island (EU-125, DIA NS-001) and lighthouse  (DEN-074) on 14 May.  On the 15th  he will  be active  as DL/OZ7AEI/P  from Holnis  Ligthouse (FED-111) in Germany. Information on Jakob's activities and  on-line          logs can be found at http://oz7aei.qrz.dk [TNX OZ7AEI]

PY0_fni - Fred, PY2XB is active as PY2XB/PY0F from Fernando de Noronha (SA-03)QSL via PY2XB.
SM      - Anders/SM3XGV,  Hans/SM3TLG,  Staffan/SM3JGG,  Classe/SM3GSK   SM3S, Tord/SM3EVR, Gunnar/SM3DVN and Jorgen/SM3CXS  will  be  active  as SG3ZZR will  be active  on 10-80  metres CW  and SSB  from  Grimskar Island (EU-176)  on 20-22  May. QSL  via SM3CXS.  All QSOs will  be confirmed automatically  via the  bureau;  for direct  cards  please include sufficient return postage (1 IRC or 2 USD). [TNX SM3CXS]
SM      - Thomas/SM6XMY, Rolf/SM6IQD,  Tony/SM7YLT  and  Rick/SM6YOU  will  be  active as 8S6KOS from  Sydkoster Island (EU-043)  on 20-22 May.  QSL via SM6YOU. [TNX VA3RJ]

SV5     - Andrea, SV5/IK1PMR and Claudia, SV5/K2LEO are currently active  from Rhodes Island [425DXN  730] and  will take  part in  the Volta  RTTY          Contest (14-15  May)  as J45MR  and  J45LEO respectively.  QSLs  via          IK1PMR. [TNX IK1PMR]

TT      - Philippe, F4EGS will be working is Chad  from 20 May to 20 July  and plans to be active as TT8PK.  QSL via home  call, direct or  bureau. [TNX F8DQZ]

VE      - Bill, VE6BF  will  operate  as  VC6X  from 15  May  to  15  June  to commemorate the Alberta Centennial Year. QSL  direct to VE6BF  (Bill Metcalfe, 5704 -  48 Avenue,  Beaumont, Alberta,  T4X 1C3,  Canada). [TNX VA3RJ]

XU      - Jaak, ES1FB will be  active again as  XU7ACE from Cambodia  starting          around 14 May for ten days. QSL via home call. Logs will be uploaded to LOTW. [TNX NG3K]

XY      - Nick, UT4UT plans  to be active  (CW and  SSB) as  XY4U from  Thebyu          Island (AS-167) from around 10 UTC on  20 May until around 9 UTC  on the 22nd. QSL via UT4UT. [TNX VA3RJ]

*** 4 2 5  D X  N E W S *****  GOOD TO KNOW 

425 DX NEWS MAGAZINE ---> The latest  issue (April 2005) is now available  in .pdf formatonly at http://www.425dxn.org/monthly/.  It includes the  stories of the  expeditions  to  the Kerguelen  Islands  (FT5XO)  and  Ramkin  Island (OD5RMK), the Referee Selection Criteria for the WRCT 2006, an article on the recent Central  European  IARU  Region  1  Preparatory  Meeting,  the  latest Antarctica Award scores and  Most Wanted listing  and "The   Way We Were"  (a selection of information  published by 425DXN ten years ago), as well as  theusual features and  several images. Articles and pictures  should be sent  to Nicola Baldresca, IZ3EBA (iz3eba@libero.it).

BEACON ---> The Radio Club Mar del Plata beacon (LU2DT) has been active for a few days  on  28244,5  kHz  (5  watts  output).  Reports  can  be  mailed  to lu2dt@speedy.com.ar [TNX LU9DA]
GB0SK ---> The Grantham ARC's GB0SK activity from St. Kilda (EU-059) was  cut short at about 13.45 on 4 May, when the team members were evacuated from  the isle owing to force 9-10 storm incoming. They had 90 minutes to get down  and move  about  half  a   ton  of  gear   to  the  boat.   Read  the  story   at http://www.garc.org.uk/ [TNX G0RCI]
HAM RADIO 2005  ---> The 30th  International Exibition for  Radio Amateurs  - Europe's most important  meeting for amateur  radio enthusiasts  - will  take place on 24-26 June 2005  on the new  exhibition grounds in  Friedrichshafen. Detailed information on this  year's event and  relevant celebrations can  be found at http://www.hamradiofriedrichshafen.de/html/en/index.php

PIRATE ---> F5LPY/TU8 has been repeatedly spotted on 20 and 40 metres CW, butthe genuine Bernard, F5LPY says he has been back to France for several months now. [TNX F8DQZ]

QSL VIA IT9DAA ---> Corrado reports  he has processed and  mailed all of  the direct requests  received so  far for  the various  special calls  that  were active for  The MDXC  Members  Trophy on  4-6  February [425DXN  717].  Cards

without sufficient postage will be sent  via the bureau. E-mail requests  for bureau cards  can  be  sent  to  it9daa@mdxc.org.  The  MDXC  Members  Trophy certificates will be mailed within the coming week.

QSL VIA KD8IW ---> Bob Keenan, KD8IW became a Silent Key in March. He was the QSL manager for several stations and the Monroe County Radio  Communications Association (the club that Bob belonged  to) has collected  the QSLs sent  to him. Arrangements are being made to have these cards  confirmed and sent  to the requestors. Please be patient as  it will take some  time. [TNX K1XN  and The Golist]

QSL ZS8MI (MARION ISLAND 2004) ---> Ludwig, ZS6WLC reports that cards sent to his QSL manager's (ZS6M) P.O. Box address "could have been stolen".  Moreover Bushy Roode, ZS6M has been hospitalized for a couple of weeks. Those who  had sent their requests to ZS6M and are still waiting for their card, are invited to resubmit  to  the  following address:  Ludwig  Combrinck,  P.O.  Box  443, Krugersdorp 1740, South Africa.

PROPAGATION FORECAST
Seattle, WA  May 16, 2005 This is a special edition of the Propagation Forecast Bulletin.

On Friday the Thirteenth (May 13, 2005) at 1650z a tremendous explosion near sunspot 759 blasted toward earth. The impact on the

earth's magnetic field was felt at 0230z on May 15, producing an extreme geomagnetic storm.

I use a service from http://www.spaceweather.com called "SpaceWeather PHONE." I can set parameters for alerts, and the service calls my cell phone when events occur, such as the planetary K index rising above a set value. The service rang me up so many times this weekend that I finally shut the phone off. I could have gone to the web and shut it off or raised the parameters, but at the time I just wanted to roll over and go back to sleep.

On Sunday, May 15 the planetary K index reached 9. This is huge.  The middle latitude, high latitude and planetary A indexes for Sunday were 44, 77 and 105 respectively, all very high values. The

planetary A index predicted for Monday, May 16 is 40. Solar flux is expected to stay around 100 for Monday through Wednesday, May 16-18.

Michael Shaffer, KA3JAW is currently in Tampa, Florida. On Friday, May 13 Michael began to scan low VHF television channels because of the possibility of aurora from a coronal mass ejection on May 11. He emailed several photos he took of his television displaying KGAN, channel 2, in Cedar Rapids, Iowa. He received both audio and video for about 30 minutes after 5:00 PM local time. The distance was about 1,100 miles.

Steven Smith, K6BZ of Carmichael, California wrote to ask if "in the early period of a new solar cycle, sunspot groups tended to form in the higher latitudes on the solar disk and towards the end, favored more equatorial latitudes." This is true, and the greater emergence of sunspots toward the sun's equator later in the cycle heightens the probability that the energy from those spots will be earth-directed.

If you would like to comment or have a tip, email the author at, k7ra@arrl.net.

For more information concerning radio propagation and an explanation of the numbers used in this bulletin see the ARRL Technical Information Service propagation page at,

http://www.arrl.org/tis/info/propagation.html. An archive of past bulletins is found at, http://www.arrl.org/w1aw/prop/.

Sunspot numbers for May 5 through 11 were 50, 66, 55, 79, 106, 106 and 117 with a mean of 82.7. 10.7 cm flux was 109.1, 110.4, 99.9, 101.3, 110, 119.2 and 125.3, with a mean of 110.7. Estimated planetary A indices were 6, 4, 10, 64, 11, 10 and 11 with a mean of 16.6. Estimated mid-latitude A indices were 3, 3, 10, 38, 10, 6 and 7, with a mean of 11.

MLDXCC 2005 Meeting Schedule

May 21 Ione Hotel  Ione, CA

June 18 Ione Hotel  Ione, CA (Pre-Field Day meeting)

July 23 Senior Center in Jackson

August 13 Ione Hotel  NAQP-CW on 6th/SSB on 20

September 24 Ione Hotel Sprints on 10th & 17th

October 15 Ione Hotel  (If we would rather attend Pacificon, meeting on 

Oct 8) CQP is on Oct 1 & 2...CQWW SSB Oct 29 & 30 Nominations

November 12 Ione Hotel  (SS/CW on 5th & 6th, SSB on 19th & 20th) Elections

December 17  Ione Hotel  (Could have on 3rd-ARRL 160, if 17th too close 

to Christmas)

Membership Criteria 

Membership criteria may be obtained by writing the Secretary/Treasurer at:

MLDXCC

PO Box 1073

Pine Grove, CA 95665-1073 

The club website is: mldxcc.com

The MLDXCC NEWSLETTER

Information may be reproduced provided credit is given MLDXCC.

2005 Officers of the MLDXCC  

President: Dick Wilson, K6LRN,

k6lrn@arrl.net
Vice Prez: Jim Vennenman, WX6V

wx6v@msn.com

Secretary: Ron St.Jean, N6NIA n6nia@arrl.net

Treasurer: Carolyn Wilson, K6TKD 

k6tkd@arrl.net

Director: Ray Parker, ND6S

Nd6sarrl@sbcglobal.net

Director: Gary Stilwell, KI6T

E-mail: ki6t@arrl.net


Nugget Editor: Rick Samoian,W6SR samoian@directcon.net

QSL Manager: Norm Regan, WA6SJQ

Publicity Chairperson Brandt Woodard, K6BEW

ARRL Awards Checkers

DXCC, Gary Stillwell, KI6T & Ken Anderson, K6TA

WAS & others Dennis King, N6KD
ARRL Sixth District QSL Bureau

PO Box 530, Weed, CA 96094-0530. For more information, visit the ARRL Sixth District QSL Bureau Web site http://www.kqlz.com/qslbureau6.html.
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