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The Nugget

The Newsletter of the Mother Lode DX/Contest Club

MEETING DATE, LOCATION & PROGRAM 

When: Saturday, 21 March at our regular time (noon) (The room is reserved from 11AM-3PM.)

Where: Mountain Mike's Pizza in Martell,CA. It's located in the shopping center with Save-Mart-ex Albertson's on Highway 88, just west off Highway 49. Our meeting room is reserved from 11AM-3PM.
What:. Our program will be a video of "Radiosport # 143" it looks interesting and we have not seen it. de Shirl,AA6K.

_________________________________________

Hi Gang, please update your address books, with the move to the new QTH the email address changed also.  New address is; kh7y@alohabroadband.net   See you all in the piles,  Aloha,  Fred, KH7Y

From the Prez:
Well, still no sunspots!  Cycle 24 seems to be taking a cue from the Legislature, or maybe the sun is just on furlough!  Perhaps we need to take up a collection for a Sun-Spot Stimulus package?  I noted that the folks at NOAA/SWPC are now moving the solar cycle 24 predictions monthly until the cycle begins to show an upswing (http://solarcycle24.com/).  I guess we will just have to wait for signs of improvement.

We had a good meeting in Shingle Springs last month.  Thanks to all who participated.  Our speaker, Glenn Stilwell, WR6O, presented his experiences assisting the BOB, Beijing Olympic Broadcasting Co., Ltd, during the last Olympics.  We had a little technical difficulty with our projector setup (we had none), but Glenn never skipped a beat and put on a great show.  Thanks, Glenn.  Rick, W6SR, had an open house at his station after the meeting.

On Friday the 13th this month, I made a requested presentation to the Sierra Foothills ARC, “An Introduction to Radiosport Contesting.”  It was Friday the 13th, so my wireless mouse just had to take a dive.  Other than that, all went well.  It was a simple overview designed for those who may have some interest in contesting, but as yet have little experience.  Sierra Foothills ARC is a general purpose club.  Many members are EMCOMM oriented.  About a quarter of the members present had participated in a contest at some time, but few had participated recently.  The presentation seemed interesting to the members—not too much fidgeting, the questions were interesting and several asked for copies of the presentation.  The focus was on encouragement for beginners, generating some interest for Field Day and CQP, and an introduction to computer logging.  

I was asked, after my presentation at SF-ARC, where contesters meet in our area from an op that had considered joining NCCC but was put off by the lack of meetings closer to Sacramento or Auburn.  I mentioned our recent MLDXCC meeting in Shingle Springs.  It seems we may be able to attract a few new members with occasional meetings closer to Shingle Springs.  We need to advertize future meetings to attract what may be some hungry new members.  It seems that Martel is a good central location that should be retained for most meetings.  However, Shingle Springs seems like a good alternate location.

I will be suggesting a meeting location schedule for membership consideration.  To make meeting locations predictable next year, please consider meeting in the Martel area in January and February, in Shingle Springs area in March, no meeting in April (Visalia), back to the Martel area in May and June, off to Stockton for the Joint Meeting with NCCC in July, back to Martel area in August and September, in Shingle Springs area in October, and back to Martel area in November.  No meeting in December.  I’ll add this item to the agenda for this month.

Work and family have kept me quite busy lately.  I’m looking forward to gearing up for the big contest next weekend.  It’s the North Dakota QSO Party!  North Dakota and Hawaii are my last two needed 80m contacts for 80m WAS.  I’ve had no luck making 10m or 15m contacts in the moments I’ve had in the Idaho QSO Party this weekend.  I may have to wait for sun spots for those states.  

Please take a look at the club’s bylaws on the reflector.  We will begin to review the bylaws and consider some needed updates (your President is holding an illegal office <grin>).  By-law updates will be a “New Business” topic on this month’s agenda.  

Next month we have no meeting as many will be at the 60th Annual International DX Convention.  The organizers have pulled out the stops on this one and it appears to have a great schedule.  NCCC will be hosting a Contest Academy on Friday.  I hope I make it there.  The first weekend in May is the 7QP and EMCOMMWEST /Pacificon'09, May 1-3, 2009, at the Circus Circus Hotel and Casino in Reno, Nevada.  See you at a convention, or in May.  Rich, NU6T.
VP's QRM

The Old Spaghetti Factory in Stockton has been reserved for 25 July as the location for our joint meeting with the NCCC.  I will finalize details at 4:30pm on Monday 16 March.  We are going with the same menu items as last year and (as of this time) the prices are the same as last year.  The menu selection is as follows:

The menu selection for the meal will be limited to:

1.  Chicken Caesar Salad 

2.  Meatloaf Italian Style 

3.  Chicken Marsala 

4. Spinach and Cheese Ravioli with  Marinara Sauce 

5.  Vegetarians may order item 1 less the chicken.  

Full details will be presented at our next meeting.

  As for ham radio operations I must tell everyone that I really love my 3el SteppIR!!!!  I worked FH/G3SWH, Mayotte Is on 17 CW on 3 Mar and HV4NAC, Vatican City on 20 SSB on 7 Mar.  In both cases I broke a pretty good pile-up with 100w.  I just wish there were more DXpeditions to places I need.  

73 de AA6K, Shirl
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Above are a couple of shots of our and our group and our featured speaker, Glen Stillwell, WR6O at our February meeting.  Glen shared his experience at the Beijing Olympics, where he worked broadcasting the various sports.  Thanks Glen.

MLDXCC 2009 meeting schedule, 3rd Saturday of each month (pending contest/or/holiday conflicts).  Tentative schedule below: 

April no meeting, Visalia DX convention.
May   16
June  13 (Do we want to attempt FD??)
July  18
Aug   22
Sept  19
Oct   17
Nov   14 (Saturday between SS contests)

Pacificon 2009 to be hosted by EMCOMMWEST, May 1, 2, and 3, at the Circus Circus Hotel, Reno, NV

On February 15, I learned that the Mt. Diablo Amateur Radio Club had decided not to sponsor the Pacificon Convention this year.  They have done an outstanding job of running Pacificon every year since 1992, and this decision was made by their Pacificon Committee, based on the current economic downturn, and unsuccessful negotiations with the host hotel.  Realizing the difficulty of finding a replacement for the Mount Diablo Amateur Radio Club, that with an experienced committee spends nearly a year planning this successful event, I decided to contact EMMCOMWEST, the second largest Amateur Radio Convention in the Pacific Division.  They very kindly accepted, knowing the marriage of the two events would require an expansion of program matter, and the addition of Friday presentations.  I am truly grateful to the entire EMCOMMWEST team for their decision.  The Mt. Diablo Amateur Radio Club has been very supportive of this effort, and is making all of their speaker, vendor, and organizational information available to the EMCOMMWEST team.  The keynote speaker will be Steve Ewald, WV1X, Field Organization Supervisor from ARRL HQ; and the banquet speaker will be Riley Hollingsworth, K4ZDH, who was in charge of Amateur Radio rules enforcement at the FCC when he retired.  I hope many of you will be able to attend this year's Pacificon.  More information is available at <pacificon.org>.  

A special note to all club newsletter editors:  Please feature this information in your monthly publications.  I will be sending additional mailings as more news becomes available. 

See you at EMCOMMWEST/Pacificon! 

Thanks and 73, Bob Vallio, W6RGG
Director, Pacific Division

Tube Of The Month
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In 1934, RCA was found to be operating a monopoly by the government and  was

forced to sign a "consent agreement" that would allow others to build transmitting tubes.  Bill Eitel and Jack McCullough had been building tubes for Heintz & Kaufman and decided to form a new company.  The 150T was EIMAC's first product.  They had estimated that it could safely handle 150 watts of dissipation, but in testing, the tube easily did 250 and would run red hot without damage.  They set up a ham station at their factory and visitors could use the rig running the red hot tubes.  Every DXer wanted one.  In a short time the 150T was re-designated the 250T.  If you were a big gun, you had a final with a pair of 250Ts in push pull.  These tubes were popular well into the 1950s. About 1938 they were again renamed as the 250TH and 250TL.de Norm,N6JV for more info. on old and current transmitting tubes go to Norm’s website at http://n6jv.com/
EDITOR’S NOTES

As you can see we have added a “Tube of the month” column to the old newsletter. Thanks to Norm, N6JV for sharing some history of what our fathers (or Elmer’s) were probably using for a final(s) in the rig. Back then electricity was practically free, and keeping yourself from getting electrocuted by RIG was on every young HAMS mind.  Let’s see what Norm has for us next month, shall we?

With all the rain of the last few weeks I haven’t gotten around to doing much outside, except making the first pass at the weeds with Round-up.  That sure beats time behind the weed-whacker, huh? 

I picked-up a Henry 3KD power amplifier that had a few “issues”, I repaired most of them but never got it to function on 10M (even thought it works on 12M).  Bob, W1RH decided that he was up for a challenge and it now resides at the W1RH’s QTH. Bob has a little work to do, but the price was certainly right for a PA that outputs 1500 PEP on 160-12M!  Bob adds another big 160M signal from the MLDXCC.

As far as DX, my only “new-one” was the PS0F I worked on 75M during the ARRL DX Phone Contest. I have been chasing V63PR and JD1BMM on 160M, I have heard them both but way-too weak to call.  And even the JA’s are not strong lately, oh well…  I received a few more cards to add to my 160M DXCC, now up to 134 confirmed. And there are another 10 outstanding.  Slowly is the watch-word on the 160M band, it probably would also help to live a long time, HI HI

I was impressed that there were 21 in attendance at our last meeting.  To me that say’s there is nothing better than having a good program to fill the room.

After the February meeting, several of us got-together at the W6SR station.  And of course the BS was as free-flowing as the 807’s.  I want to thank those that came-by, it was fun to chat. Enough for now, CU all the 21st.

March 2009 Treasurer’s Report

Balance February 1, 2009:
 $645.41

Income:
Dues: K6LRN, K6TA, 

K6KO, KF6T, W6RFF, KI6CG, NU6T,



W1RH, K6KM, N6RER
 $150.00

Expenses:
Speakers lunch
   14.07

Balance February 28, 2009:
  $781.34

Carolyn Wilson, K6TKD, Treasurer

MOTHER LOAD DX / CONTEST CLUB

GENERAL MEETING

FEBRUARY 28, 2009
Call to order

President Rich Hill, NU6T, called the meeting to order at 12:18 PM.  The meeting was held at Colima Del Oro restaurant, in Shingle Springs.

Moment of Silence

President Hill asked for a moment of silence in memory of Lois, the wife of Jettie Hill, W6RFF, who passed away earlier in the week.

Secretary’s Report

It was moved to approve the Secretary’s minutes of the January 24, 2009, meeting and the Treasurer’s report.  The motion was seconded.  The vote was unanimous.

Committee Reports

There were no committee reports.

Meeting Locations

President Hill is looking for a volunteer to plot the locations of member QTH’s.  

It was suggested that, perhaps, one or two meetings should be held in Shingle Springs, the joint meeting in Stockton, and the remaining meetings be held in Martel.

Lots of discussion.  Rick, W6SR, suggested that Plymouth would also be a good location for a meeting or two.  President Hill reminded the group that no location is perfect for everyone, hence the suggestion that the meeting locations rotate.

President Hill asked for a roll call to determine the driving distance for each member in attendance to the Shingle Springs location and the Martel location.  Roll call attached.

Pacificon

Will not be held in the Bay Area this year.  New location is Reno.

President Hill asked if there was any interest in renting a bus as a way for members to go together to Pacificon.  

Rick, W6SR, asked for a show of hands of those who intend to go to Pacificon.  The count was seven.

Jettie, W6RFF, mentioned that the Mt Diablo Radio Club was tired of dealing with Pacificon.  The new location will be at the Circus Circus Hotel, in Reno.

DX WAS

AB0X’s new book is well worth reading.  A satire on HF DX’ing

Cool Duck Screen Printing

President Hill mentioned that the Club was sent a flyer from this company.  The flyer offers 10% off screen printing on the first order.  Tee shirts, knit shirts, sweat shirts, etc.

NCDXF

President Hill read a letter from Leonard Geraldi, K6ANP, President, NCDXF, thanking MLDXCC for our generous donation. 

Old Business

K6QG and N6JV discussed equipment and antenna related items salvaged from the QTH (estate?) of N6TNX.  Included was coax, a CB radio, rotators, and a tower (TX455) which still needs to be dismantled.  Also included is a HyTower.  All proceeds go to the Club.

A motion was made to approve future meeting dates.

3/21, 5/16, 6/13, 7/25, 8/22, 9/19, 10/17, 11/14

No April meeting  (Visalia).  No December meeting.

The vote was unanimous.

Discussion relating to the joint meeting with NCCC, 7/25.  Menu was discussed.  Need to include a vegetarian entrée.  Doors open at Noon.  Meeting agenda as follows:

Club Business Meeting

Feed

Speaker

Meeting at 1 PM.  Speaker at 2 PM.  Method of collecting money last year went well.

MLDXCC.Com – This site is still up.  Jeff needs to take it down or redirect to MLDXCC.org.  Rich will talk to Jeff.

New Business

Meeting Locations - Much discussion about mileage to various meeting locations.  Rich will do a report at the next meeting.  Rick commented that Jackson, Plymouth, and Shingle Springs are population centers with restaurants.  Rich commented that it does not seem practical to go beyond Roseville.  Per Rich, the goal is to find a location convenient to everyone.  K6QG, Lyle, mentioned forming car pools.

Dick, K6LRN, mentioned that he tried emailing the ARRL Section Manager in an effort to get the Club mentioned in the Section Manager’s report.  Had received no response.  Jettie Hill, W6RFF, will take care of it.  Rick, W6SR, mentioned that the newsletter had been mentioned once.

Club Bylaws - President Rich will suggest changes to the bylaws.  Norm mentioned that they are posted on the club website.  

Upcoming Events  

Jim, WX6V, brought up Field Day.  Tahoe location again?  

Club Contest Planning – Rich asked if anyone was interested in participating in the 7QP contest.  Bob, W1RH, mentioned that NEQP is the same weekend.  Dick, K6LRN, mentioned ARRL DX CW.  We have three logs posted on 3830 so we qualify to enter as a club.  

Rick, W6SR, mentioned that the Club placed 18th in WPX 2008 CW/SSB, in the Medium Club category.

CQ160 contest and NAQP RTTY contest this weekend.

MLDXCC will enter as a club in WPX and ARRL DX.

Norm has a contest calendar on the website.  Contests where members are asked to submit scores for MLDXCC are shown in red.  He will show NCCC contests in blue if he can get a list.

Upcoming DX

FH dxpedition.

Libia this summer.

There was one sunspot last week!

Ken, K6TA, mentioned that the DXCC desk has announced that they are going back to the old rules on deleted entities.  This only affects future additions to the list.

Future Meeting Topics

Dick, K6LRN, mentioned that many tapes are available in the NCDXF library.

Bob, W1RH, offered a Walnut Grove tower tour or a tall tower talk.

Significant interest in a meeting/tour of N6RK’s QTH.  Someone needs to check with Rick (Ken?).

Motions for a TV tall tower tour/meeting and a W6RK tour/meeting were approved.  Rich will coordinate the dates.

W1RH will look into future tours of the Jampro antenna facility and the Econco tube plant.

Meeting closed at 1333 hours.

Presentation followed: Glenn Stilwell, WR6O, China Olympics.

Attendance

	NAME
	CALL
	MILEAGE, SHINGLE
	MILEAGE, MARTEL

	
	
	
	

	Carolyn Wilson
	K6TKD
	30
	30

	Dick Wilson
	K6LRN
	30
	30

	Richard E Hill
	NU6T
	26
	50

	George Staudacher
	KI6CG
	70
	85

	Bill Snider
	K7KM
	115
	135

	Jack Morgan
	KF6T
	60
	70

	Jim Venneman
	WX6V
	30
	70

	Rick Samoian
	W6SR
	6.5
	34

	Norm Wilson
	W6JV
	33
	50

	Glenn Stilwell
	WR6O
	
	

	Gary Stilwell
	KI6T
	30
	60

	Ken Anderson
	K6TA
	53
	12

	Kay Anderson
	K6KO
	53
	12

	Jettie Hill
	W6RFF
	26
	49

	Rich Starets
	KA6NBC
	
	

	George Campbell
	KG6OJV
	55
	28

	Lyle Bradt
	K6QG
	59
	31

	Shirley Rose
	AA6K
	80
	30

	Rich Cutler
	WC6H
	50
	30

	Ray Parker
	ND6S
	36
	6

	Bob Hess
	W1RH
	11
	41

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Click on the Hyperlink below to check-out the MLDXCC scores in the latest contests.

http://mldxcc.org/scores.html
UP-COMING DX and Dxpeditions

Click the link below to display up-coming Announced DXpeditions:

http://www.ng3k.com/Misc/adxo.html
UP-COMING CONTESTS

Click on the link below to display a list of ALL up-coming contests:

http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestcal.html


The Ohio/Penn DX PacketCluster
DX Bulletin No. 900 March 16, 2009
Editor Tedd Mirgliotta, KB8NW
Provided by BARF80.ORG (Cleveland, Ohio)
Thanks to the Northern Ohio Amateur Radio Society, Northern Ohio DX
Association, Ohio/Penn PacketCluster 

2M, SCOTLAND (Satellite Op). Just a reminder that Paul, 2E1EUB, will once
again be active as 2M1EUB from March 21st for one week. He will sign 2M1EUB
and be active on all the satellites from northeast Scotland. Also, look
for him on 160 and 80 meters. Checkout QRZ.com under 2M1EUB for more info.

4M5, VENEZUELA. Operators Suer/YY5EBV (YL), Jose/YV5BM and Jhony/YV5KG
will be active as 4M5IR during the CQWW WPX SSB Contest (March 28-29th)
as a Multi-? entry. QSL via YV5KG.

5Z, KENYA (HF and EME Op). Operators Eltje/PA3CEE, Rene/PE1L and Ronald/
PA3EWP will be here and active between April 1-12th. Eltje and Rene are
expected to be active as 5Z4EME on 2 meters and 70 cm EME. For 2 meters
they will be using two 10 element yagis, a 400 watt amp and a preamp (there
will be a smaller setup for 70cm). Suggested frequencies for transmitting
and receiving will be on 144.124 MHz, and on 144.084 MHz for Japan. Ronald
will be active on HF with the call 5Z4/PA3EWP using a Elecraft K2 with a
homemade amplifier and vertical antennas for 40-10 meters. QSL 5Z4EME via
Eltje, PA3CEE. QSL 5Z4/PA3EWP via Dennis, PA7FM. For complete details,
please visit: http://www.emelogger.com/kenya

9A09, CROATIA (Special Event). Members of the Djurdjevac Radio Club will
activate special event station 9A09P (Nine Alpha ZERO NINE Papa) between
now and December 31st. Activity is to celebrate the city of Djurdjevac,
and operations will be on all bands and modes. A special QSL card will
be issued with the city's story on it. Under the new administrative
division of Croatia, Djurdjevac gained the status of a city only in 1997.
All QSOs will be confirmed automatically via the Bureau.

9H, MALTA (EU-023). Valentin, DL5GA, will be active as 9H3GA between
March 17-24th. Activity will be holiday style on the HF bands. QSL via
his home callsign.

9J, ZAMBIA. Gabriel, YO4HEK, will be here for one year and will be active
as 9J2YO. Activity will be on all bands using CW, SSB, and PSK31. Over
the past week Gabriel has been very active on 40/30 meters between 1700-
2030z. QSL via YO4ATW.

A6, UNITED ARAB EMIRATES. Khalid, A61BK, in Dubai, is expected to be
active during the CQWW WPX SSB Contest (March 28-29th) probably as a
Single-Op entry. QSL via A61BK.

AO1, SPAIN. Operators Ismael/EA1GDX and Ubaldo/EA1GVG will be active as
AO1K during the CQWW WPX SSB Contest (March 28-29th) as a Multi-? entry.
QSL via EA1GVG.

CQGC-2009 CONTEST RULE CHANGES. Please note that some rules for the "2009
Yuri Gagarin International DX Contest", which will be held between 2100z,
April 11th and 2100z, April 12th, have been changed. Rules can be viewed
at: http://gc.qst.ru/en/section/32
This contest is dedicated to the memory of Yuri Gagarin, who realized the
first human flight to space, on April 12, 1961.

DV1, PHILIPPINES. Alex, DV1UBY, will be active during the CQWW WPX SSB
Contest (March 28-29th) as a Single-Op entry. QSL via DV1UBY direct.

DXCC NEWS. Bill Moore, NC1L, ARRL Awards Branch Manager, reports that
the following operation is approved for DXCC Credit:
K5D - Desecheo Island; 2009 Operation

E5, SOUTH COOK ISLANDS (Update). Tim, NL8F/VK4COF, will be active as
E51COF for 14 days from Rarotonga Island (OC-013) sometime between March
21st and April 4th. Activity will be on 80/40/20/15/10 meters SSB and
possibly 17 meters. QSL Manager for this operation is K8NA.

EE2, SPAIN. Members of the Ondarroa Group will be active as EE2W during
the CQWW WPX SSB Contest (March 28-29th) as a Multi-Single entry. QSL
via EB2BXL.

EI, IRELAND. Olivier, ON4EI, will be active as EI/ON4EI during the CQ
WPX SSB Contest (March 28th-29th) as a Single-Op/All-Band/Low-Power/
Non-Assisted. His operations will be from the area of Clonmel (Fethard)
Tipperary County (IO62EK). He will be in Ireland between March 25th and
April 1st. Activity will be on 160-10 meters using a K3 Elecraft w/100w
into various antennas:
160/80/40m : vertical monopole 18M and inverted V.
20m : 10 elements inverted V wire beam East-West design ON4EI.
<http://www.on7wr.be/Gigazette/ON4EI/ON4EI_Wirebeam.pdf>
15/10m : 2 elements horizontal wire beam East-West design VE7CA.

GB5, NORTHERN IRELAND (Special Event). Members of the Foyle and District
ARC (MN0AKU) will activate the special event callsign GB5SPD to celebrate
Saint Patrick's Day 2009. Activity will take place between Saturday,
March 14th, and Tuesday, March 17th. QSL via MN0AKU, direct (QRZ.Com) or
by the Bureau.

HOLYLAND CONTEST 2008 RESULTS. Mark, 4Z4KX, informs OPDX that the results
for the 2008 Holyland Contest are now available on the IARC Web site at:
http://www.iarc.org/?page_id=3D353/
The 2009 Holyland Contest will take place on Saturday, April 18th, starting
at 0000z.

IOTA NEWS...................
AF-065. (Update/IOTA Op). Alfredo, IK7JWX, informs that one more
operator has been added to the Mogador Island Dxpedition,
April 19-26th. Ampelio, IS0AGY, will join the group and
sign 5C2B. QSL via his home callsign. He also announced the
following suggested frequencies:
CW - 1825, 3525, 7025, 10115, 14025, 18075, 21025, 24895 and 28025
SSB - 1845, 3775, 7055, 14255, 18145, 21255, 24955 and 28455
RTTY - 3585, 7040, 10145, 14085, 18100, 21085, 24920 and 28085
BPSK31 - 3595, 7040, 10145, 18100, 21075, 24915 and 28075 kHz
Activity will be on 2m (SSB and M.S.) and 6m: Stand-by on E sporadic.
The group is still looking for sponsors and donations. For details
on how to help and updates, visit their Web page at:
http://www.mogador2009.altervista.org

AS-079. Take, JI3DST, is now active as JS6RRR from Miyako-Jima Islands
(AS-079, JIIA AS-079-005) until March 24th. Activity will be
on 160/80/40/17/15/12/10/6 meters, CW, SSB, RTTY, FM and SSTV.
Take may possibly make side trips to Ikema-jima (JIIA AS-079-
001) and Kurima-jima (JIIA AS-079-003). He may possibly use
the callsign JI3DST/JS6. QSL via his home callsign through
the JARL Bureau only.

AS-192. Suli, 7Z1SJ, and others will be activating the Red Sea Coast
South (Jizan Province) Group this week. The main bands will
be 40 and 20 meters, possibly 160 meters. No other details
were provided.

EU-006. Members of the Galway Radio Experimenters Club will be active
as EJ4GRC from Inishmore Island (WAB Square L71) between 1200z,
March 17th and 1200z, March 18th. Activity will be on all bands
and modes. Visit the club's Web site at:
http://www.galwayradio.com

EU-020. Rolf, DK2ZF, is planning to be active as SM1/DK2ZF from Gotland
Island (JO96CV) during the month of July. Activity will be
mainly 6 and 2 meters as well as 432, 1296 and 2320 MHz.
Preferred times will be during Sporadic E and Meteor-scatter.
More details are forthcoming.

EU-037. Bernd, DL8AAV, will be active as SD1B/7 from Oland Island
(WLOTA 0588) between May 31st and June 12th. Activity will
be on the HF bands, SSB only. QSL via DL8AAV, direct or by
the Bureau.

NA-014. Heinz, VA7AQ, will be active as VE9/VA7AQ from Grand Manan
Island (CISA NB-003, WLOTA LH-0082) between March 20-25th.
QSL via his home callsign, direct or by the Bureau.

NA-078. Bernardo, XE2HWB, will be active as XE2HWB/XF1 from Santa
Margarita Island, March 21-23rd. Activity will be on or around
the usual IOTA and island frequencies. QSL via N6AWD, direct
or by the Bureau.

NA-141. (Update/Special Event) Members of the Jupiter Tequesta Repeater
Group now have a Web page available for next year's activity
to activate W4K to celebrate John F. Kennedy's birthday from
Peanut Island (USI FL-479, Palm Beach County, FL), May 29-30th,
in 2010. Operations will be from "JFK's old Cuban missile
crisis bunker". Activity will be focused on HF (mainly 40/20m),
6 and 2 meters using CW and SSB. This will be the first time
Peanut Island will be activated. The QSL cards have been
designed for the event and can be viewed on the new Web page
at: http://jtrg.org/DXpedition.shtml

JD1, OGASAWARA. Shige, JA1HMM, is once again active as JD1BIE possibly
until March 25th. He is on a short holiday on Iwo-Jima (AS-030), but
plans to be active on 40-10 meters using CW and SSB. Over the past week
he was heard on 40/30/17 meters CW and 20/15 meters SSB. Reports indicate
that he may activate a different island but details are not yet known.
QSL via JA1HMM at: Shigeaki Miyamae, 4-20-22-302, Aoto Katsushika,
Tokyo 125-0062 JAPAN.

KH4, MIDWAY ISLAND. It was announced this past week by Tom/N4XP and
Dave/WB4JTT (edited): "A multi-national team of 19 operators will activate
Midway Island in October 2009. The U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service (USF&WLS)
has authorized amateur operation from this rare U.S. entity for only a
10 day period, its first radio activity in almost 10 years. Midway Island
ranks number 24 worldwide and number 13 in Europe on the DX Magazine's
"Most Wanted List". Activity will be on 6 meters to 160 meters with 5 to
6 stations. At least one station will be active on 20 meters around the
clock for those who need it for a new country. Major efforts will be made
to meet the demand to the most needed geographical areas, the low bands
and RTTY. Team members are Joe/AA4NN, Carlos/EA1IR, Franz/DJ9ZB, Kimo/KH7U,
Antoinette/KI6TVS, Jon/KL2A, Don/N1DG, Paul/N4PN, Tom/N4XP, Jeff/N6GQ,
John/N7CQQ, Dave/WB4JTT, Charlie/W6KK, Bruce/W6OSP, Art/WA7NB, Janet/W8CAA,
Joe/W8GEX, Byron/WA8NJR and Vrata/OK1KT. Off site support is being provided
by Don/AA1V, Dan/W5DNT and Paul/W6XA. Travel to Midway is only allowed by
chartered aircraft. Because of the size of the aircraft, the team is
presented with unique challenges. As such, the aircraft will only be able
to carry the team requiring the equipment to be shipped by boat some months
ahead. Adding to the high cost of transportation, daily fees and other
charges established by the USF&WLS makes this operation very expensive.
A Web site has been established and can be found at:
http://www.midway2009.com
Please support this endeavor by sending a donation. To make it easy to
donate you can contribute electronically using the Web site or if you
choose regular means you may do so. Instructions are given on the Web
site for either method. Updates will be published on the Web site as
they become available..... Tom/N4XP & Dave/WB4JTT (Co Leaders for Midway
Island 2009)"

MC0/MW9, WALES. Members of the Strumblehead DX and Contest Group will
be on the air from their headquarters at the Farm in Wales for a period
before, during and after the CQ WPX SSB Contest (March 28-29th). They
will be using the club callsigns MC0SHL before the contest with some
activity on 30 meters RTTY around 10148 kHz. During the contest they
will be using both MW9W and MC0SHL - depending on the number of operators,
there may be more callsigns on air. Please QSL via the club's manager
M0URX. A live Web cam will be active during the contest, as well as more
details and photographs on the club's Web site at: http://www.mc0shl.com

OP4, BELGIUM. Operators Jochen/DH5HV, Jean/ON4JW, Joe/ON4JZ, Karel/ON5TN
and Jim/ON5UM will be active as OP4K from Antwerpen, during the CQWW WPX
SSB Contest (March 28-29th) as a Multi-? entry. QSL via ON4JZ, direct or
by the bureau.

OY, FAROE ISLANDS (First 60m Op!). Lars, OZ1FJB, will once again be
active as OY/OZ1FJB from here between March 16th and April 1st. His
activity will be limited to his spare time (suggested times 0600-0700z
and 2100-2400z), mainly on CW but also SSB. He will be the first active
station to be permitted to operate on 60 meters (CH. 5 - 5403.5 kHz USB).
QSL via his home callsign.

OZ, DENMARK (IOTA/Lighthouse Op). Paul, I2AE, will be active from some
Danish islands between May 1-15th. Some of the Danish island groups
mentioned will be EU-029, EU-125, EU-171 and EU-172. It was indicated
that there are a lot of lighthouses on these islands, and they will be
activated also. No callsign was mentioned. It is suggested to monitor
mainly 7050-7060 and 14250-14260 kHz.

QSL INFO AND NEWS.....................
LOGS AND PICTURES ONLINE. Members of the Algarve S.T.A.R. DX team,
who activated the Murtinas Posterior Lighthouse (POR-126, DFFA Fa-29)
as CS6A on March 15th, state that the log and pictures are now online
on their Web page at: http://algarvedx.com

E44M QSL STATUS. It was announced that the E44M QSLs are ready. The
press release states, "In few days the first supply of cards will
arrive to our managers Simone/IZ0BTV and Les/SP3DOI. We will start to
answer the first direct QSLs as soon as possible."

KL7DX QSL STATUS. Ron, AC7DX, informs that all KL7DX Chuginadak Island
(NA-234) received as of March 15th have been answered. Those who did
not receive their NA-234 QSL, please resubmit.

NO QSL MANAGER. Larry, VQ9LA, wants everyone to know that he "DOES
NOT" have a QSL Manager, and all QSL cards should be sent to the address
listed under VQ9LA on QRZ.com.

QSLS VIA LOTW: 5R8GZ, TI5N, TN5SN, TR8CA, VK9WWI, YI1RAZ and YS4M

QSLS RECEIVED VIA MAIL: 1A0KM, 4O0A, 4O0HQ, 4W6MM, 4X4WN, 4Z1UF,
5B4/RW9UP, 7O1YGF, 7P8BA, 9J2BO, A45WD, A5100A, B1HQ, B7HQ, BA0AA,
BD5WW, BD0AJ, BT1OB, BT1OH, BT1OJ, BT1ON, BT1OY, CT1ILT, E41/OK1DTP,
E51QQQ, EA9IB, EL2DX, ES1QD, FK8CP, FM5CD, FO/DJ7RJ, FR/F6KDF/T, H40AA,
N8S, OH0R, PZ5TX, RW1AI/MM, SV2ASP/A, T33ZZ, T77C, TA2RC, TO4E, VP2ETN,
VP6DI, VK9NS, VK9RS, XW1B, XX9C, Z29KM and ZK3AH

QSLS RECEIVED VIA THE BUREAU: None reported this week!

SILENT KEY. Silvano, I2YSB, reports that the team members of the 6O0N,
J20MM and 9L1X DXpeditions regret to inform the DX community that Gianni,
IS0VSG, became a "Silent Key" (SK) on March 9th, 2009. He was their pilot
station during their DXpedition activity and had great dedication and
passion. Silvano states, "We think we lost him, but we did not lose him
as a model in our HAM life." OPDX and its readers would like to send out
our deepest sympathy to the family and friends of IS0VSG.

T4, CUBA. Members of the Cuban Amateur Radio Federation in Las Tunas will
be active as T48K during the CQWW WPX SSB Contest (March 28-29th) as a
Multi-Single entry. QSL via DK1WI.

TL0, CENTRAL AFRICA. Christian, TL0A (ex-TZ9A and 5U5U), is now active
from here. He has been very active on 17 meters, usually around 18150
kHz at various times. There has been some activity also on 20 and 80
meters SSB. QSL via his home callsign, direct to: Christian Saint-Arroman,
Chemin de Mousteguy, F-64990 Urcuit, France.

V6, MICRONESIA. Yoshi, JJ8DEN, will be active as V63PR until March 24th.
Activity will be from two islands. Look for him to be active on Pohnpei
(OC-010) until March 19th and from Chuuk Island (OC-011) between March
20-24th. Look for him on 160-10 meters using CW, RTTY, PSK31 and JT65A
if possible. Operations over the past week were mainly on RTTY. QSL via
JJ8DEN (w/SASE: Please send European type envelope with 2 USDs or 1IRC).

VC3, CANADA (New CISA Island/Lighthouse). Operators Doug/VE3CWO, Brent/
VE3IRT, Neil/VE3SST, Valdas/VE3VO and Igor/VE3ZF will be active as VC3Y
from the lighthouse on Bluffers Park Island (new CISA island and light-
house), March 21st-22nd. Activity is to celebrate the 50th anniversary
of the York Region Amateur Radio Club <http://yrarc.com/yrarc>. QSL via
VE3CWO.

VC6, CANADA. Gord, VE6SV will be active as VC6T from Alberta during the
CQWW WPX SSB Contest (March 28-29th) and CQWW WPX CW Contest (May 30-31st).
QSL via VE6SV (QRZ.com).

VISALIA CONTEST DINNER. You can now purchase tickets for the Contest
Dinner at the International DX Convention in Visalia, CA. The dinner is
on Friday night, April 17th, in the Oak room at the Holiday Inn, Visalia.
For tickets you have two options (in addition to the convention registra-
tion fee). PAID IN ADVANCE!: 38 USDs per person with random seating; or,
360 USDs for a full table for 10 people (All 10 tickets must be purchased
by ONE person. One table will then be reserved for that person. Location
of the reserved table will be random). The program will be Tim Duffy/K3LR,
and he will speak on "The Never-Ending Challenge of Improving Your Contest
Station." Also: The 2008 CQP Awards will be presented! For complete details
on the dinner banquet, please visit:
http://www.elbloggotorcido.com/contest-dinner-2009.html

VK6, AUSTRALIA. Bernd, VK2IA, will be active as VK6AA during the CQWW WPX
CW Contest (May 30-31st) as a Single-Op/Single-Band (40m) entry. QSL via
DL8YR. Activity will be from the Northern Corridor Radio Group's (VK6ANC)
club station situated about 20 kms north from the city center in Perth,
Western Australia. See the station at: http://www.ncrg.org.au

VK9C, COCOS-KEELING ISLANDS (OC-003). Just a reminder that Bernd, VK2IA,
will once again be active as VK9AA from the Cocos Beach Motel, West Island,
between March 14-27th. Activity will be on 160-10 meters CW/SSB using a
Spiderbeam for 10/15/20m, a 2 element wire beam for 40m, verticals for
80/160m and receiving antennas for the lowbands. QSL via DL8YR, direct
(QRZ.com) or via DARC-Bureau.

VK9L, LORD HOWE ISLAND (Update). The VK9LA DXpedition will take place
between March 23rd and April 3rd, with 16 operators. Bill Horner, VK4FW,
member of Oceania Amateur Radio DX Group Inc. (ODXG), reports on Sunday,
March 15th: "We have now established that we will have live internet on
the island which should be 24/7. We intend to have photos, online log
check and QSO totals updated on the web site www.odxg.org/vk9la.htm
All team members are finalizing last minute packing and weighing of
luggage. All equipment sent via ship has safely arrived and is in storage
awaiting our arrival.
There have been many queries since we devised a list of sunrise/sunset
times for grey line propagation. We will have an operator on every low
band every day whilst we are in darkness.
We also expect huge openings on 30m the same as K5D did. With our
station separation we should be able to run 2 stations simultaneously
to maximize openings......Cu in the pile ups."

VK9M, MELLISH REEF (Update). Operators George/AA7JV and Tomi/HA7RY are
expected to be active as VK9GMW next week (possibly between March 22nd
and April 6th) in what they call "another low-key, simple DXpedition".
PLEASE NOTE that the dates are approximate and may change due to weather.
The operation will have a strong low-band focus, although VK9WMW will
operate on all HF bands. From their Web page, George reports from Airlie
Beach, Queensland, Australia, (Sunday, March 15th): "Preparations are
under way for the boat trip to Mellish. We are currently provisioning
and loading fuel. Lots of fuel. We intend to depart from Airlie Beach
Tuesday morning. The weather forecast is fair (15 to 20 kts)." QSL will
be via HA7RY, by the Bureau or LoTW or direct to: Tamas Pekarik, Alagi ut 15,
H-2151 Fot, HUNGARY. After VK9GMW has gone QRT, they will launch an "Online
QSL Request Service" (OQRS) on their Web site. If you want to receive your
QSL via the Bureau, please use that form to request the card. They will
check your QSOs against the log and send your card to you via the Bureau.
This method will allow them faster processing, helps them protect the
environment, and you will receive your VK9GMW card faster. For more
information, please visit the VK9GMW Web page at: http://www.vk9gmw.com
For donations, please access: http://vk9gmw.com/support.html

VK9N, NORFOLK ISLAND (OC-005). Willy/ON5AX and his XYL Magda/ON3AX will
be active as VK9N/ON5AX between now and March 22nd. QSL via ON5AX direct
only.

VP5, TURKS AND CAICOS ISLANDS. Florida Contest Group members Art/N4PJ
(CW/RTTY) and XYL Marsha/K4IRI (SSB) will be active as VP5/homecall from
Providenciales (NA-002), March 17-24th. Their activity will include the
Russian DX Contest (March 21-22nd) as VQ5B. QSL via their home callsigns.

WH6, HAWAII (Very Rare County). Attention county hunters! It was announced
at the Maui Amateur Radio Club (MARC) this past week that the extremely
rare Kalawao County will be activaed on 40 and 20 meters, March 30-31st.
MARC member, Jayson Kohama, WH6BXK, is expected to work there on those
particular days. After he gets off work each day, he plans to be on HF
making as many contacts as possible. His station, WH6BXK, will be on the
air each day after 1800 local (6:00 pm or 0400z). He will be on 7188 kHz
and 14335 kHz. Kalwao County is one of the rarest USA counties. It is
the 2nd smallest county and the poorest in the USA. It is located on the
Kalaupapa peninsula, on the island of Molokai. It is the old Hawaiian
leper colony. Because it was a leper colony, it was totally isolated
from the rest of the islands and had its own separate county government,
which was administered by the state. Hams must have special permission
to go there and operate. Thus it is extremely rare for any ham signals
to ever radiate from Kalawao.

XR1, CHILE. Members of the Radio Club La Portada will be active as XR1A
during the CQWW WPX SSB Contest (March 28-29th) as a Multi-? entry. QSL
via XQ1IDM.

XU, CAMBODIA. Retu, OH4MDY, will once again be active as XU7MDY from
Sihanoukville between April 9-21st. Activity will be on the HF bands
80-10 meters using CW, SSB, RTTY and PSK31. QSL only direct to XU7MDY
address on QRZ.com.

ZF2, CAYMAN ISLAND (Satellites, Grids, HF and Contesting). Adrian, AA5UK,
will be operating as ZF2AE from Grand Cayman and ZF2AE/ZF8 from Little
Cayman between March 25th and April 8th. Current plans are to operate
holiday style on AO-51, SO-50, VO-52 and FO-29 satellites. He plans to
activate EK99hi from March 25-28th, EK99xp and EK99wp from March 28th
through April 3rd (he plans to operate HF only during part of CQ WPX SSB
Contest and the rest of his stay on Little Cayman, 40-10m) and EK99kh
from April 3-8th. Most activity will be in the afternoons and evenings.
QSL direct with SAE/SASE, Bureau, LoTW or eQSL.

ZF2, CAYMAN ISLAND. Garry/K9WZB and XYL Sharon/K7WZB will be operating
from Cayman Island as ZF2ZB between April 21st and May 6th. Activity
will be on all bands 160-6 meters, using CW, SSB, RTTY and PSK31. They
will be monitoring 6 meters most of the time for openings to U.S. and
Europe. QSL direct only via K9WZB.

ZL7T QRT. Lee, ZL2AL, reports that the multi-national team that activated
Chatham Island in the South Pacific as ZL7T between March 5-10th, averaged
about 2,200 QSOs a day with three radios for 5 days with over 11,000 QSOs
in the log. The final logs have been uploaded to the Web site. Please QSL
direct via Lee, ZL2AL: 87 Auckland Road, Greenmeadows, Napier 4112, NEW
ZEALAND. For a direct response, you must enclose a self-addressed envelope
(SAE) and at least 2 USDs or 1 IRC to cover the return postage, otherwise
they will respond via the Bureau system. They will also reply to QSLs sent
to them via the ZL Bureau, and they will upload their logs to the "Logbook
of The World" (LoTW) by September this year.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Old Foothill Flea Market

The De Anza swap meet will start again in March, 2009.
Livermore Swap Meet

Propagation Forecast Bulletin 11  ARLP011

From Tad Cook, K7RA Seattle, WA  March 13, 2009

Last week's Propagation Forecast Bulletin again mentioned briefly appearing sunspots, and it happened again this week.  For just two days, another Cycle 23 spot appeared, numbered 1014. The latitude of the spot was consistent with an old and fading solar cycle.  As this period of quiet Sun drags on, statistic based projections of a return to solar activity continue to be pushed out.

Early Friday morning the planetary K index is rising to 5, then 5. This is from a stream of solar wind bearing down upon us.  NOAA and the US Air Force predict a planetary A index of 15 for today (March 13), 10 for Saturday, then back to 5.  Tough to forecast this far out, but they show that active region returning on April 9.

On March 10 at 2333z the Australian Space Forecast Center released abulletin predicting "increased geomagnetic activity expected due to coronal hole high speed wind stream from 13-14 March 2009."

The Center has 26 email alert services that anyone can subscribe to. Check http://www.ips.gov.au/Products_and_Services/4/1 and click on any subject title to subscribe to that list.

Geophysical Institute Prague projects unsettled conditions for March 13-14, and quiet conditions March 15-19.

Chuck Zabreskie, KE5HPY of Houston, Texas wrote with an anecdote about last weekend's propagation.

Chuck wrote, "Thought I'd mention a pleasant surprise last Saturday afternoon (2100-2200Z) during the recent International DX contest. My rig is 100W into a 35' OCF (off-center fed) dipole, nothing fancy.  I need to look where the others aren't piled up.  20m was busy as you'd expect so I took a look at 15m after looking at W6EL Prop.  Great signals from Peru, Argentina and Brazil among others, but little heard to the north of my QTH in Houston, Texas (30 deg N).  Feeling lucky, I looked at 10m and also had great copy from Argentina and Brazil until 2230.  Nothing in W6EL suggested that should be where it appeared.  Again, nothing heard to the north of them or here and relatively few US operators coming back to their CQs.  Seemed like a pipeline between TX/AZ into that zone."

Chuck continues, "Nothing like a contest to demonstrate what the bands permit.  I'll be calling CQ on 10m this Saturday."

He ends with, "Is this a seasonal effect due to the equinox?  Is it common to see a small zone on either end of the pipe?"

I thought I would check into Chuck's results using W6ELprop, which should factor in the equinox.  Although the program is meant to be used with the predicted smoothed sunspot number for the month, I used a sunspot number of 12 -- the actual daily sunspot number for March 6-7.

Chuck is near Rice University in Houston, and actually sits to the south of the 30th parallel, at 29.725 degrees North latitude.

Using March 7 with a path to Brazil at 15 degrees south, 54 degrees  west, I show that as a good time for propagation on 15, and even 10, and especially 20 meters, using the exact coordinates for Chuck's QTH.  But I wonder why other North American stations weren't working the South America stations?  But it is interesting that W6ELprop shows much less favorable conditions for other stateside areas into Brazil, even from Dallas, which is around the 33rd parallel.  Chuck and I will have to compare our results using W6ELprop.

If you would like to make a comment or have a tip for our readers, email the author at, k7ra@arrl.net.

For more information concerning radio propagation, see the ARRL Technical Information Service web page at, http://www.arrl.org/tis/info/propagation.html.  For a detailed explanation of the numbers used in this bulletin, see http://www.arrl.org/tis/info/k9la prop.html.  An archive of past propagation bulletins is at http://www.arrl.org/w1aw/prop/.

Monthly propagation charts between four USA regions and twelve overseas locations are at http://www.arrl.org/qst/propcharts/.

Instructions for starting or ending email distribution of this bulletin are at http://www.arrl.org/w1aw.html#e mail.

Sunspot numbers for March 5 through 11 were 0, 12, 12, 0, 0, 0, and 0 with a mean of 3.4.  10.7 cm flux was 69.2, 69.1, 69.1, 68.9,69.1, 68.8, and 68.9 with a mean of 69.  Estimated planetary A

indices were 3, 2, 1, 8, 2, 3 and 3 with a mean of 3.1.  Estimated mid-latitude A indices were 3, 0, 0, 7, 1, 3 and 2 with a mean of 2.3.

Membership Criteria 

Membership criteria may be obtained by writing the Secretary/Treasurer at:

MLDXCC

PO Box 1073

Pine Grove, CA 95665-1073 

Or on the club’s website at: http://mldxcc.org
The MLDXCC NEWSLETTER

Information may be reproduced provided credit is given MLDXCC.
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President, Richard Hill, NU6T REHill@ix.net.com
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Secretary, Robert Hess, W1RH
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Director, Gary Stillwell, KI6T

ki6t@arrl.net
Director, Rich Cutler, WC6H
wc6h@yahoo.com
Treasurer, Carolyn Wilson, K6TKD

k6tkd@arrl.net



QSL Manager, Norm Regan, WA6SJQ
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DXCC, Gary Stillwell, KI6T & Ken Anderson, K6TA
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Comments or questions on this bureau's operation may be directed to kc6awx@arrl.net See the W6 Bureau home page (http://www.kqlz.com/qslbureau6/)
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