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The Newsletter of the Mother Lode DX/Contest Club.

MEETING DATE, LOCATION & PROGRAM

When: Our next meeting is Saturday, July 24th at 12:00 noon. 

Where: The MLDXCC/NCCC joint meeting will be held at The Old Spaghetti Factory in Stockton (located at March Lane & I-5) in their large banquet room on Saturday 24 July between 12:00 (noon) and 3:30 pm. This is the same venue as 2009 joint meeting. It proved to be a great central location with excellent food and service at a reasonable price.

What: Our presentation: Paul Ewing, N6PSE, will give a presentation on the YI9PSE Kurdistan (Northern Iraq) DXpedition of 2010. See the club’s website at http://www.mldxcc.org/ and click on “meetings” for a map and more information.

Below is a photo of some of us at the 12 June meeting in Martel.
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From the Prez:
July is upon us, the weather is warming and contest season is just around the corner. Now is a great time to make those antenna repairs and station upgrades you have been thinking about. I would like to thank Shirley, AA6K for taking care of the June meeting in my absence. 

This year I operated Field Day from home. It was nice to hear a lot of San Joaquin Valley stations that were portable during the weekend. I think Field Day, and Ham Radio in general is alive and well. I don’t remember hearing this many local stations on during Field Day in years past. Now is a great time to get out information about the MLDXCC to the local clubs’ newsletters; while they still have the excitement of the Field Day experience. It would be exciting to have new members that the club could mentor in the area of contesting and dxing. And, as the club grows in size, so will our scores. 

At the home station everything is working and we hope it stays that way for a while. 

This month is our annual joint meeting with the NCCC at the Old Spaghetti Factory in Stockton. Shirley has put together a great program for the meeting, we are having Paul Ewing, N6PSE speaking about the YI9PSE DXpedition. Shirley has put a lot of time and effort in getting the Spaghetti Factory and lunch set up for all of us to enjoy, so I hope to see you all there.   73, Rich WC6H 
VP’s QRM
  Our next Meeting will be our annual joint meeting with the NCCC.  It will be held at The Old Spaghetti Factory in Stockton (located at March Lane & I-5) in their large banquet room on Saturday 24 July between 12:00 (noon) and 3:30 pm. This is the same venue as 2009 joint meeting.  It proved to be a great central location with excellent food and service at a reasonable price.  Our presentation:  Paul Ewing, N6PSE, will give a presentation on the YI9PSE Kurdistan (Northern Iraq) DXpedition of 2010. 

  As of this date I have had less than 10 persons express intent to attend the joint meeting.  I reserved the room for 100 people but I will scale the reservation down to 50 if things do not pick up.

  There are a number of expeditions poised to hit the Caribbean this October as the break-up of the Netherlands Antilles is expected to occur on 10/10/2010.  We will need to be ready to chase some “new ones” fairly close to home.  Additional information will passed on as it becomes available.

  As for HF operations I have not worked any good DX in the past month.  However, the 13 Colonies Special Event which was held on the 4th of July weekend proved to be fruitful.  It took quite a bit of effort but I managed a “Clean Sweep”.

73, Shirley, AA6K

W6OZI, W6RXK and K6GLH Present the First Ever Gold Country Ham Swap and Roast
Saturday, July 17, Swap Starts 7:00am

Followed by FREE lunch at Noon - Raffle Prizes!

At the Heavy Metal Radio Ranch of Bob DeMarco, W6OZI, near Burson CA

www.volcano.net/~k6glh/
Seller spaces are FREE, just bring your own table. Directions: Burson is between Valley Springs and Lake Camanche on Hiway 12. Take Hiway 12 to Toreno Way, North to the Cul de Sac. Look for the beam on the Skyneedle and head up the driveway. GPS users: Enter 4395 Toreno  Way, 
Burson CA on your GPS Unit for easy nav. 
Talk-in on 145.20 Simplex. For additional information email: k6glh@volcano.net
Looking forward to seeing you guys there!

Tube of the Month de Norm, N6JV

807

High power tetrode tubes had been in service since the late 1920s.  Under certain circumstances, like during tune up, secondary emission from the plate could effect the screen grid and cause erratic operation.  The screen grid current could go negative.  With the pentode tubes like the RK-20, the extra “suppressor” grid prevented this.  In 1936, RCA came out with the “beam” power tetrode.  Instead of an actual grid as a suppressor, they aligned the control and screen grids and added a pair of deflector plates.  The secondary emission was solved and the power handling capability was increased.  This tube was the metal 6L6.  To this day it has still not been resolved as to the designation of the beam tube as a tetrode or a pentode. 

RCA wanted an actual transmitting tube to use this design, so in 1937 the glass 807 was introduced.  It would operate at full ratings to 60 MHz unlike the 6L6 that died at 20 MHz.  The low driving power characteristic of the 807 made it a big success.  RCA made a 12-volt filament version called the 1625.  The military quickly incorporated the 1625s into their new aircraft.  A pair of 1625s could be driven by a low power VFO and their 12-volt filaments could be run in series for operation directly from the aircraft’s 24-volt power system.  Additional 1625s were used as the modulator. The ARC-5 transmitters were made in great numbers and are still a collector’s item today.

Before and after WWII, the hams loved the 807.  They were used as RF and audio amplifiers in many QST articles.  Many commercial ham rigs used both the 807s and the 1625s.  After the war, 1625s were available surplus for 25 cents.  It is one of the few tubes that became part of ham slang even today.  Going QRX to get a beer is still called “getting a cold 807”.
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Member news/feedback/Announcements. 
Had an exciting day yesterday by working ZS8M long path on 14260. He wasn't very loud - but loud enough at about S5 here. That's my first new one since FT5GA last October. Got lucky cuz no one else was calling him from NA, so I got through on the first call. The opening was very short - about 20-30 minutes while the grey zone passed overhead from 0600-0630 UTC.

 

Took this year off for Field Day - probably the first time in 20 years. Decided that my two-weekend effort as part of the M2 team at WC6H for the CQ WPX contest was enough weekends away playing with radios this spring. Besides - we had some snow issues on the road to our FD site and N6XI was using his radios to prepare for the upcoming WRTC competition with K6XX in Russia.

 

Take care, Jim -WX6V- 

W6FI bagged # 338! ZS8M on 20M SSB for his last country!  He worked ZS8MI years ago but never requested a card until recently and found he was out of luck. You can bet that he has his latest card in the mail!Congrats de ed.    

Editor’s Notes de Rick, W6SR
Hi All

The summer heat has set-in, fortunately all the weed abatement has been completed, and we are as ready for this fire season as you can be living in the foothills.  

Unless you start real early, not much antenna work can be done this time of the year. In fact, last week I went up the tower one afternoon to straighten–out a couple of coax cable and found out real fast, that I forgot my gloves.  The tower was super hot.

A couple of weeks ago I modified my (3-500Z) six meter power amplifier, and, I even got a chance to exercise it on 1 July.  I worked FS/W6JKV and add a new one to my 6M log.  However, the best propagation day was one when I was not around.  Figures don’t it?  On 27 June, Norm, N6JV and many others worked CT and a 9Y and an FG station as well as the /FS.  They all would have been new ones for me, oh well, maybe next time.

I am rebuilding my 10GHz rig which was put-together rather hastily before last year’s contest.  So I’m trying to do a more professional job, at least I hope so.

I did not work any contests the past month, and HF conditions were pretty stinko.  Enough for now, see ya’ all at the meeting.…….de Rick, W6SR
June 2010 Treasurer’s Report
Balance June 1, 2010:     $2218.38

Income:



  00.00

Expenses:
Seabury & Smith,

Renewal Liability Insurance.

                           

  $320.00

Balance June 30, 2010:     $1898.38

Carolyn Wilson, K6TKD

Treasurer

MOTHER LOAD DX / CONTEST CLUB

GENERAL MEETING, June 12TH, 2010

Meeting was called to order at 12:08 PM by VP Shirley Rose. 

Roll call of officers: AA6K, K6TA, NU6T, K6TKD attending.

Treasurer’s report was given. 

Old business: none

Discussion about Field Day yielded observations about snow at Martis Peak & Peddler Hill. The two prospective participants were not in attendance. Due to lack of interest in participating as a club, discussion ended without resolution.

Shirley gave a report on joint meeting with NCCC at Stockton. Reiterated program to be YI9PSE presentation. Attendees are to choose from menu of four items. Room available from 12 noon to 3 PM.

K6TA confirmed 3D2KJ on 160.

N6JV worked CT1HZE on 6. 

W6OZI announced swap meet/lunch to be held at his QTH on July 17. Info to be posted on web site.

Discussion with no action on club participation in WPX & CQP.

Tentative future programs include N6BV in August, W6SR in September. Shirley asked for suggestions.

Video shown was TY1MS-Mercy Ship 2009 in Benin. 

Meeting adjourned at 1:30 PM PDST. 

More or less respectfully submitted, 

Dick, K6LRN

Click on the Hyperlink below to check-out the MLDXCC scores in the latest contests.

http://mldxcc.org/scores.html
UP-COMING DX and DXpeditions

Click the link below to display up-coming Announced DXpeditions:

http://www.ng3k.com/Misc/adxo.html
The Ohio/Penn Dx PacketCluster
DX Bulletin No. 967
BID: $OPDX.967
July 12, 2010
Editor Tedd Mirgliotta, KB8NW
Provided by BARF80.ORG (Cleveland, Ohio) 
SPECIAL NOTE FROM EDITOR
This week's bulletin was very difficult to put together since I had to do it remotely from an EZ-Chair in my living room. Operation on my knee on Thursday was worse than expected. I am currently wearing an immobilizer on my right leg and "trying" my best to move around on crutches without putting weight on the right leg. NOT EASY. Hopefully, the immobilizer will be removed late Wednesday. 

5B50, CYPRUS
Alan, 5B4AHJ, will celebrate his 50th anniversary as a licensed radio amateur on October 25th. To celebrate, Alan will be active as 5B50J between October 25th, for one year until October 25th, 2011. Activity will be on CW and SSB. QSL via 5B4AHJ and LoTW. 

5R, MADAGASCAR
Franck, F4DBJ, will once again be active as 5R8HT from Ivato between September 5th and November 28th. Activity will be on 80/40 meters (using a W3DZZ antenna) and on 20/15/10 meters using a vertical antenna and only using 100 watts. QSL via his home callsign. 

9A10, CROATIA
Look for special event station 9A10P (Nine Alpha ONE ZERO Papa) to be active through the end of the year to celebrate the city of Djurdjevac. A special QSL will be issued, and all of the QSOs will be confirmed automatically via the Bureau. 

9H, MALTA
Operators Olaf/DL4HG and Holger/DL5XAT will be active from Gozo Island (EU-023) between November 23-30th. They plan to be active as 9H3TX during the CQWW DX CW Contest (November 27-28th) as a Multi-2 entry. They will be using only 100 watts and vertical antennas. QSL via DL5XAT. 

9Q, DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF CONGO (Special Event)
If you missed working Patrick, ON4HIL, as 9Q50ON this past week, don't worry. Patrick will help the locals in Kinshasa to get their club station on the air to activate and assist them in making their first QSOs as 9Q50AR. This is another special event callsign to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the independence of the Democratic Republic Congo. This callsign will be aired by different local operators until the end of 2010. It is suggested to PLEASE be patient with these operators as some may not be skilled enough to handle huge pile ups. A QSL Manager is expected to be announced soon. 

C5, THE GAMBIA
Members of the Czech and Slovak OM0C Contest Crew have announced another DXpedition to The Gambia to take place between November 18th and December 1st. They plan to renew the callsigns from their previous DXpedition, C50C or C52C used in The Gambia 2007, the greatest Slovak expedition of its kind ever. The special callsign C5A will be reserved for the CQWW DX CW Contest. The team members of The Gambia 2010 DXpedition are: Rich OK8WW/OM2TW, Jiri/OK1RI, Joe/OM5AW, Norbert/OM6NM, Roman/OM2RA, Jiri/ OK1DO, Lada/OK1DIX, Petr/OK1FFU and Vlada/OK1NY. For more details and updates, visit their Web at: 
http://www.om0c.com/?Gambia_2010_-_C5A
CS29, PORTUGAL (Special Event)
Look for special event station, CS29MR, to be on the air between July 12-18th, to celebrate the 29th International Motorcycle Concentration Faro. Activity will be on 80/40/30/20/17/15/12/ 10/6 meters using CW, SSB and RTTY. Operators mentioned are: Jose/CT1EHX, Joao/CT1FNT, Toze/CT1GFK, Goncalo/CT1GPQ, Miguel/CT1IUA, Rui/CT2IHP, Carlos/CT2HTN and Pedro/CT2JMW. QSL via CT1EHX. More information on (QRZ.com). 

DU, PHILIPPINES (Update)
Gerard, F2JD, who is back to Manilla for the next 5 months or so, was signing DU1/G0SHN, but has renewed his licence and is now signing DU1/F2JD. He plans to be active on all bands and modes. He will also try to activate some of the IOTA islands while there. QSL via F6AJA. The log will be available online at: 
http://lesnouvellesdx.fr/voirlogs.php
DX0, SPRATLY ISLANDS (Update)
Jim Linton/VK3PC, DX0DX Public Affairs, reported to OPDX on July 9th: "DX0DX DXpedition 2011 Spratly Islands - Update report 10 July 2010 - (edited) The Team headed by Chris Dimitrijevic, VK3FY, continues to work towards completing a range of matters mainly related to the logistics that go with such a large and prolonged DXpedition on a remote island. 

A multi-national group of up to 30 amateur radio operators from eleven countries will reach Thitu Island in the South China Sea by boat in three dedicated teams to put DX0DX on air January 6-24th, 2011. 

In the past week with a change in local government leadership on the island, Chris, VK3FY, reports it has been re-assuring that the level of support and encouragement from officials remains strong. 

The appointed DX0DX QSL Manager is Bob Schenck, N2OO, who has a very good track record in handling the QSLing for more than 100 DXpeditions. 

In early online polling on the DX0DX website www.dx0dx.net of the DX community on the mode that DX0DX is wanted was fairly evenly divided between SSB (37%), CW (35%) and RTTY (28%), and there's an even spread of band preference 160m to 10m. 

So far the VHF & UHF bands rate poorly, but undoubtedly when DX0DX has propagation it will be in great demand. The chosen HF, VHF & UHF frequencies appear on the DXpedition website. For those interested in 6m, a propagation beacon will run on 50.090MHz when the band is closed. 

With six months to go before DX0DX gets on air, Chris, VK3FY, reports that steady progress is being made to seek further sponsorship and funding support. It is hoped more announcements will be made in coming months. 

To date the corporate sponsors are ICOM America, SteppIR, Spiderbeam, WX0B Array Solutions, Ham Radio Outlet, and Heil Sound. It is hoped to be able make more announcements in coming months. 

The DX0DX Team acknowledges the financial support already received from individual radio amateurs Brad/WA6JJB, Paul/N6PSE, Marc/DO4DXA, Maurice/ N4LZ, Vic/W4VIC, Ken/N5TY, Allan/VK2CA, Paul/VK2HV, Scotty/KG9Z and Clay/K7HC. 

Support has also been given by the IARU Region 3 member society Philippine Amateur Radio Association (PARA), DXWORLD.NET, and ClubLog.ORG." 

HS0, THAILAND
Look for HS0AC to be on 6 meters for the CQ World Wide VHF Contest (July 17-18th). 

I3/I5, ITALY
Alain, F5LMJ, will be I5/F5LMJ from Oscane between July 17-24th and I3/F5LMJ from Venetia until July 31st. He will be mostly on CW and the Digital modes during his evenings or early mornings operating on 80-10 meters. QSL via his home callsign or LoTW. 

IOTA NEWS
AS-139. You only have a few more days to work Xizhu, BH7NLD, as BH7NLD/7 from Weizhou Island, in the Guangxi Autonomous Region Group. He is expected to be there until July 13th. Activity takes place between 0200-1400z on the following suggested frequencies: 7055, 14260, 21200, 28460, 29600 (FM) and 50110 kHz. He will run not more than 10 watts using an IC-703 Transceiver and a 10 meter GP antenna. QSL direct to his home callsign with SASE or IRC. Visit his Web page at: 
http://bh7nld.snailtrail.org
AS-159. Ozer, TA2RC, will be active as TC0T from Kefken Island during the RSGB IOTA Contest (July 24-25th) as a Single-Op/Mixed/24HR entry. He will use a full size tribander and low band verticals. QSL via TA2RC. If any support, category may be Multi-Op/High- Power with a team callsign. 

EU-048. Jean Marc, F5SGI, will be active as F5SGI/p from Belle Ile en Mer between July 17-27th. Activity will be mainly CW and also include the RSGB IOTA Contest (July 24-25th). QSL via his home callsign, direct or by the Bureau. 

EU-056. Erling, LA4FPA, will be active from Vigra Island between July 18th and August 2nd. Activity will be on HF (20/10 meters) and 6 meters. He will also be active on the birds (FO-29, AO-51, HO-68, and possibly VO-52). Grid Locators are JP22 and JP32. He will try to be on as many passes as possible. QSL via his callsign. 

EU-064. Members of the Provins ARC (F6KOP) will once again be active as TM7C from Noirmoutier Island during the next RSGB IOTA Contest (July 24-25th) as a Multi-Op/Mixed/24H/Island/Low-Power entry. Operators mentioned are: Bernard/F9IE, Frank/F4AJQ, Terry/F4TTR, Gaston/F8IJ, Sam/F6AML, John/F5VHQ, Bruno/F5AGB and Maurice/F5NQL. The TM7C team hopes to be World Champion for the 5th time. QSL Manager is Flo, F5CWU. 

EU-068. Operators Nikola/YT2WW, Michel/F1SRC, Jean-Francois/F6DZD, Remi/F0GHK, Alain/SWL and Bastien/F4EYQ will be active as TM5KD from Sein Island between July 22-27th. Activity will include the RSGB IOTA Contest (July 24-25th). Look for them to have operations on CW, PSK31 and VHF activities outside of the contest. QSL via F5KKD. For more details and updates, go to: 
http://iota2010.crxcluster.com
EU-121. Members of the Galway Radio Experimenters Club (EI4GRC) and the Shannon Basin Radio Club (EI2SBC) will be on the air from Inishbofin Island for the RSGB IOTA Contest using the callsign of EJ3Z. Inishbofin is a small island 9KM off the west coast (53.37 North - 10.14 West) Ireland. On the days leading up to the contest, members will be active using their own callsigns on HF and VHF. Also watch out for EJ4GRC. Inishbofin's Grid Square is IO43vo. Operators mentioned are: EI9HX, EI4CF, EI6GGB, EI2EO, EI3HA, EI6IB, EI8IH, EI7JK, EI5GT, EI3ER, EI7DMB, EI4AL and EI2II. More information on the island is available on: 
http://www.inishbofin.com
EU-146. Operators Peter/ON4TO, Ronny/ON6CQ, Noel/ON4APU and Gianni/ON3TO will be active as PA/OQ4T from Schouwen Duiveland during the RSGB IOTA Contest (July 24-25th). QSL via LoTW or by the Bureau via ON4TO. 

EU-166. Operators Afio/IT9EJW, Giovanni/IT9GAC, Francesco/IT9JQY, Andrea/IT9RKR, Sebastiano/IT9RYJ, Eugenio/IT9VKY, Eugenio/ IW9BCW, Davide/IW9GUR, Angelo/IW9HLM and Andrea/IW9HQP will will be active as IT9EJW/P from Lachea Island (IIA CT-002) during the RSGB IOTA Contest (July 24-25th). QSL via IT9EJW. For more detailed information, go to: 
http://www.it9ejw.it/lachea
NA-014. Operators Kevin/VE9MY and Linda/VE9GLF will be active from Barnes Island during the RSGB IOTA Contest (July 24-25th) as a Multi-Op entry. This is a new CISA. QSL via their home callsign. 

NA-083. Operators Eric/WG3J, Jeff/N3QO, Harry/K3HVC, Will/KD3FA, Nicholas/N3NAH and Tom/W4NGW will be active as K3I from Tangier Island (grid FM-27), VA., in the Chesapeake Bay during the RSGB IOTA Contest (July 24-25th) as a Multi-Op entry. QSL via N3QO, LoTW and eQSL. 

NA-136. Adam, W1ASB, will be active as W1ASB/P from Shea Island during the RSGB IOTA Contest (July 24-25th). Activity will be on 80-10 meters. Look for more possible information on (QRZ.com). 

NA-139. Stan, N2US, will be active as N2US/3 from Assateague Island during the RSGB IOTA Contest (July 24-25th) as a Single-Op/ 12 HR/Mixed/Low-Power entry. Operations will take place from the Maryland side/no Lighthouse. QSL via LoTW, direct or by the Bureau. 

NA-143. Leslie, AD5WB, will active from Galveston Island in the Texas State East Group during the RSGB IOTA Contest (July 24-25th) as a Single-Op/All-Band/Phone/12HR/Fixed-Station/High-Power entry. QSL via LoTW, EQSL or direct. 

NA-208. After his eventful trip to East Pen Island (NA-231), Cezar, VE3LYC, will travel again to the Canadian Arctic, this time attempting to activate the Nunavut (Kitikmeot Region) East IOTA Group, NA-208 (CQ Zone 2). This group has only been on the air once, 15 years ago, and is on the Most Wanted List, in demand by 89% of the chasers. For this project Cezar retained the services of local guides and applied for VY0X callsign, aiming to operate for up to 3 days, between approximately August 11-14th. The island he will operate from will be decided on site, to ensure unobstructed propagation to various regions around the world. Cezar reminds everyone that weather conditions and safety concerns can affect the outcome of this project. At this time he is looking for donors who understand and appreciate the nature of his attempt and wish to join in the effort. Support is welcome via PayPal at: tiberius.trifu@gmail.com 

OC-066. Alain, FO5RH, is expected to once again be active from Tatakoto Island, Tuamotu Archipelago, French Polynesia, starting July 11th. He will operate as TX5TES and stay on the island until July 25th. This is to coincide with a total solar eclipse which will be best seen over the Pacific that day. QSL via F6CTL. 

K7, UNITED STATES (Satellite Grids to be Activated!)
Loren, K7CWQ, will be camping at Cultus Lake, Oregon, between July 10-16th and will be activating grid square CN93. He states that he will try to work as many passes as he can on AO-51, AO-27, SO-50, SO-67 and HO-68. Please advise him via E-mail if you need a card at: lorenrasmussen@msn.com 

KH6BZF PROPAGATION FORECAST/REPORT (For July 12-18th)
 Jul  12    AN-HN       SOLAR REFERENCE KEYS

 Jul  13    HN-AN       --------------------

 Jul  14    AN          BN - Below Normal

 Jul  15    AN          AN - Above Normal/Geomagnetic Level is QUIET

 Jul  16    AN          LN - Low Normal

 Jul  17    AN          HN - High Normal/Geomagnetic Level is UNSETTLED

 Jul  18    AN          DIS  - Disturbed

                        VDIS - Very Disturbed

   GEOMAGNETIC REFERENCE

   ---------------------

   QUIET - The "A" index is expected to be between

           0-7 and the "K" index will be 2 or less

   UNSETTLED - The "A" index is expected to be between

           7-16 and "K" index will be 3 or less

PACIFIC TOUR (Correction/Update)
Bodo, DL3OCH, will be in the Pacific from the following location and will be using his stateside callsign. Bodo informs OPDX that his activity will be on 80-6 meters (depending on conditions), mostly on CW and possibly some RTTY and PSK31, using an IC-7000 with an amp and beam antennas. His tentative schedule is as follows:       August 1-7th - Guam; callsign KH2/KT3Q
      August 7-14th - Marianas Island; callsign KH0/KT3Q
QSLs for this activity are only via DL3OCH or HB9EHJ. Do not send QSLs to his U.S. address. It might take a year until he receives them. Online logs (updated daily) will be available at: 
http://www.clublog.org
QSOs will be uploaded on LoTW in December. 

PJ4, NETHERLANDS ANTILLES (Press Release)
"The W7XU team of Ed/W0SD, Doc/W7XU, and XYLs Edith/W0OE and Holly/N0QJM and Johan/ON4IQ are headed for Bonaire (SA-006 and WLOTA L1279) for the "2011" 6 meter sporadic E season DXpedition. It is expected that this will be a new DXCC entity by then. The operation is scheduled from mid-June to July 5th, 2011. Most of the plans have already been completed." 

QSL INFO AND NEWS
ZX8W (SA-060) logs are now available online at: 
http://www.clublog.org/logsearch/ZX8W
QSLS VIA LoTW: 3D2KJ, F5CQ, FO8RZ, GJ4FDM, IR4M, IT9MUO, JT5DX, KG6DX, KH2L, KP2M, LP2F, NP2KW, P49Y, RA0FU, TF3PPN, W3LPL, YL5T and YN2GY 

QSLS RECEIVED VIA MAIL: 3W6C, 4Z4UR, 5B/UT0U, 6W/HA0NAR, 6Y3Z, A92GR, CR1Z, E21YDP, EW2MA, JA6ZPR, JY4CI, K5S, LZ9W, OA4TT, S57DX, SG3U, TX3A, V84PMB, V85/JJ8DEN, VQ9RD and YI9PSE 

QSLS RECEIVED VIA THE BUREAU: 5K4T, 5K8T, FO/DJ7RJ, TO8YY, V31YN/P and YW8AJ 

TC90, TURKEY (Special Key)
A group of Turkish radio amateurs from TRAC Manisa Branch will be working as TC90AA to commemorate the 90th anniversary of "Anadolu Ajansi". Operations will take place during the month of July, 2010. The "Anadolu Agency" (AA)(Turkish: Anadolu Ajansi) is the Turkish state news agency commissioned with producing news releases pertaining to the country. The agency was set up on April 6, 1920, by Mustafa Kemal Ataturk, the founder of the Turkish Republic during the Turkish War of Independence, and is the biggest news agency of Turkey. During July 2010, TRAC Manisa Branch will be operating on all HF bands using CW, SSB and BPSK31 modes during the celebration. 

The main operators will be: Urcun/TA0U (SSB), Tevfik/TA1HZ (PSK), Serkan/TA2JN (SSB), Mehmet/TA3EV (SSB/PSK), Nuri/TA3X (CW), Bahattin/TB3BO, Hamdi/TB3GA and Turgay/TB3IT. QSL via the Bureau or to TA3KO Manisa Branch. More details are available on (QRZ.com). 

TI, COSTA RICA (Youth DX Adventure 2010)
Operators from Ohio, Kansas and Colorado will be heading here between July 15-19th, as a team of youth operators and guardians to be on the air. This DX Adventure was created to give young hams an opportunity to experience HF-DXing from the other side of a pileup, learning logging, good operating skills, propagation, and a great "what I did this summer" story when they return to middle and high school this fall. Please listen for, work, cluster spot, and support this effort to mentor our youth in amateur radio operating/DX'ing. The team will be on all bands, 160-6 meters and most modes (CW, SSB, RTTY and PSK). All operators will be signing TI5/homecall. They will be attempting to operate 2 stations at all times. 

Please QSL via their home callsign w/SASE or SAE if overseas. eQSL and LoTW will be at the discretion of the individual operators as not all use these services. This and future youth team groups depend on your club, organization, and individual donations to make this great program an annual event. For more details and info on the operators, visit: 
http://www.qsl.net/n6jrl
TK, CORSICA
Patrice/F5RBB and Mireille F0FRL will be active as TK/homecall between September 12-25th. Patrice will be active on 80-10 meters using SSB and the Digital modes, while Mireille will be on SSB on 2 meters. 

V3, BELIZE (Reminder/Update)
Operators San/K5YY (V31YY), Bill/W5SJ (V31SJ) and Bob/W5UQ (V31UQ) will be active from Placencia (Grid EK56) in south Belize between July 12-19th. Activity will be on the HF bands but also focused on the CQ VHF Contest. They plan to look for EU and AS during the week of operation, but also for USA stations that might need a new band country. San (V31YY) informs OPDX that he will concentrate on 60m at the top of the hour after sunset each night and hopes to mainly listen for EU and AS on 17m and 30m. Bill (V31SJ) will concentrate on 6m during the CQ VHF Contest and along with Bob, (V31UQ) will operate and follow propagation paths. QSL V31YY via K5YY at the (QRZ.com) address. QSL V31UQ and V31SJ via W5JAY. See QRZ.com Web site for further information under each callsign. 

VA3, CANADA (Special Event)
Once again the members of the Georgian Bay Amateur Radio Club (GBARC) will activate special event station VA3FPI from Flower Pot Island between July 31st and August 2nd. Reference numbers are: Canadian Island ON005, Light House CAN181, Grid Square EN95 and WLH 0763. Activity is usually on 80/40/20 meters using CW and SSB. QSL via address on (QRZ.com). 

VQ90, CHAGOS ISLANDS (Special Prefix)
Jim, ND9M/VQ9JC, from Diego Garcia (AF-006) informs OPDX that 

"I've received a temporary license for what's turning into an annual special prefix operation. I'll be signing VQ90JC (nine zero) from July 10-25th, and will participate in both the IARU Radiosport and IOTA Contests, and will be on all bands (if open) including the satellites. This will be my fourth special prefix callsign. All operation will have to fall outside of my normal work hours and will typically be 1200-1730z, although I might be able to squeeze in some extra time outside those hours."

QSL via his home callsign, ND9M. 

ZD8, ASCENSION ISLAND
Marko, N5ZO, will be active as ZD8O during the CQWW DX CW Contest (November 27-28th) as a Single-Op/All-Band entry. QSL via OH0XX. 
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** IMPORTANT NOTICE/REMINDER **
The Ohio/Penn DX Bulletin now has a new FAX number.
Contributors can now send/fax their DX information to the following number: 

1-419-828-7791 ( F A X only! )
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SPECIAL NOTE BY EDITOR:
If you are having a problem receiving bounced mail by sending mail to me via " kb8nw@barf80.nshore.org ",

please send mail to me via " kb8nw@arrl.net "...... TNX de Tedd KB8NW

[image: image5.png]



PLEASE NOTICE (as of February 12, 2007), NEW ADDRESS CHANGES FOR THE OPDX INTERNET HELP/SUBSCRIBE/UNSUBSCRIBE REQUEST: 

Help: opdx-request@barf80.org Subject:help
 OPDX WORLD-WIDE WEB HOME (provided by John, K8YSE (k8yse@papays.com): 
http://www.papays.com/opdx.html 

ALSO VISIT THE NORTERN OHIO DX ASSOCIATION'S WEB HOME PAGE:
http://www.papays.com/nodxa.html 

UP-COMING CONTESTS (complete)

For the latest contest info. click on the following link:
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestcal.html
	DMC RTTY Contest

	1200Z, Jul 17 to 1200Z, Jul 18


	CQ Worldwide VHF Contest

	1800Z, Jul 17 to 2100Z, Jul 18


	North American QSO Party, RTTY

	1800Z, Jul 17 to 0600Z, Jul 18


	NCCC Sprint Ladder

	0230Z-0300Z, Jul 23


	NCCC Sprint Ladder

	0230Z-0300Z, Jul 30



	

	
	


	+ NCCC Sprint Ladder
	0230Z-0300Z, Aug 6



	+ European HF Championship
	0000Z-2359Z, Aug 7

	
	

	+ 10-10 Int. Summer Contest, SSB
	0001Z, Aug 7 to 2359Z, Aug 8

	+ ARRL UHF Contest
	1800Z, Aug 7 to 1800Z, Aug 8

	+ North American QSO Party, CW
	1800Z, Aug 7 to 0600Z, Aug 8

	+ NCCC Sprint Ladder
	0230Z-0300Z, Aug 13

	+ WAE DX Contest, CW
	0000Z, Aug 14 to 2359Z, Aug 15

	+ Maryland-DC QSO Party
	1600Z, Aug 14 to 0400Z, Aug 15 and
  1600Z-2400Z, Aug 15

	+ ARRL Rookie Roundup, RTTY
	1800Z-2359Z, Aug 15

	+ Run for the Bacon QRP Contest
	0100Z-0300Z, Aug 16

	+ NCCC Sprint Ladder
	0230Z-0300Z, Aug 20

	+ ARRL 10 GHz and Up Contest
	0600 local, Aug 21 to 2400 local, Aug 22

	+ North American QSO Party, SSB
	1800Z, Aug 21 to 0600Z, Aug 22

	+ New Jersey QSO Party
	2000Z, Aug 21 to 0700Z, Aug 22 and
  1300Z, Aug 22 to 0200Z, Aug 23

	+ NCCC Sprint Ladder
	0230Z-0300Z, Aug 27

	+ Hawaii QSO Party
	0700Z, Aug 28 to 2200Z, Aug 29

	+ Kansas QSO Party
	1400Z, Aug 28 to 0200Z, Aug 29 and
  1400Z-2000Z, Aug 29

	+ Ohio QSO Party
	1600Z, Aug 28 to 0400Z, Aug 29


Solar Update

QST de W1AW  Propagation Forecast Bulletin 27  ARLP027 From Tad Cook, K7RA
Seattle, WA  July 9, 2010.


To all radio amateurs  SB PROP ARL ARLP027 ARLP027 Propagation de K7RA



Average daily sunspot numbers for this week rose from 11.7 to 16, back to the level of two weeks ago.  Geomagnetic indices have quieted down, with average mid-latitude A index dropping over five
points from the previous week.

Sunspot group 1084 has continued to dominate.  It first appeared on June 27, and has continued for 12 days. For June 27 through July 8 the relative size of the sunspot group (in millionths of a solar
hemisphere) was 90, 90, 100, 110, 110,100, 150, 110, 100, 110, 100 and 50.



In addition, there was a single day appearance of sunspot group 1085 on June 29 with a relative size of 10, and group 1086 made a three day appearance with a relative size of 10 on July 5-7.


Just as sunspot group 1084 fades it looks like old group 1082 is making a reappearance.  It last was on this side of our Sun on June 17-25, and it is now visible over the eastern limb.


The latest NOAA/USAF forecast shows a rising solar flux for July 9-15 of 76, 78, 78, 78, 80, 80 and 78, accompanied by low planetary A index for the same period of 6, 5, 5, 5, 8, 12 and 8.


Geophysical Institute Prague predicts quiet to unsettled conditions July 9-10, quiet July 11-12, and unsettled July 13-15.

Jeff Hartley, N8II of Shepherdstown, West Virginia reports that on Friday, July 2 around 2300z six meters was open to 9Y4VU (Trinidad and Tobago), CO8LY (Cuba), FG5FR (Guadeloupe) and a TI5 (Costa Rica)
station.  Jeff also sent an update for the weekend: "I spent a lot of time on the radio over the holiday weekend. Conditions were spectacular for multi-hop sporadic E at times.  The evening of the 2nd your area in NW WA was in the bull's eye for double hop Es on 6M.  Signals from
the Seattle area were actually over S9 from several stations, but no VE7's heard.  Also southern CA and AZ were in for long stretches.  A few stations were worked scattered around the Rockies in NV, UT, ID as well as NM.  5 new grids were worked, all double hop except for
K7RE in SD. 

Saturday morning July 3rd, I was awake early and found a couple of
EU on 15M, so tried a CQ on 28400 SSB and was immediately answered by DO6AN at 1149Z.  Between then and 1254Z, I worked in order of first QSO with country 8 - DL's, 2 LZ including LZ2JR/qrp, 9 G,
5B4AIX, 3 ON, 3 PA, 6 I, 15 F, 2 EA, 2 GW, EI.
I was tuning 6M off and on during my run on 10 to no avail and finally found F6KHM calling CQ, then worked GJ4FDM first call for a new country, and ON4GG.  By the time breakfast was over 20 minutes later both 6 and 10M were closed to EU.  6M was open to W0, and W5,and sometimes FL most of day until 21Z.


On Monday the 5th, I heard a beacon from EU as well as several from Seattle and VE7 very loud at 6 AM PDT on 10M.  I called a couple of CQ's towards EU with no luck, tuned and found a loud F8KHF running a
big station then CQ'ed again on 28455.  Between 1305-1404Z and again 1450-1515Z (band never closed in between), the following were worked in order of first QSO with country: 11 F's, 17 G, 11 I, 5 DL, GM,4O3A, OM3LZ, RA6XV at 1332Z, RZ6AW, GU4LJC, 5 PA, 2 EA, RV1AC,LZ4OC, YO2MIL, OK2AOP, 3 SP, 3 GW, SV2NCG, ON5EH, MI0TFK, MD0MDI. The band was still open well to G when I QRT'd.


Quite a few new ops missed an opportunity to work new countries on 10M; the USA activity was surprisingly low.  Be alert for beacons and don't be afraid to call CQ.  I also heard the EA4Q beacon Sunday
afternoon, but couldn't raise anyone on CQ's".

Rod Vorndam, K9ROD of Rye, Colorado lives at 7,000 feet elevation in a rare grid square.  He writes, "Seems like there is a lot more 6 meter activity during the day this year.  When I worked 6 meters 3
to 4 years ago, most of the activity was in the evening hours.  I loved working a pile up on July 1 in the evening hours (54 contacts in 1 1/2 hours). I live in DM77 which is 40 on the rare list (Many
thanks to the people that did the Fish Memorial Study to determine grid square rarity).  I can't image not living in a rare grid square.  Looking forward to 6 meters getting even better."

I believe the Fish Memorial Study refers to Fred Fish, and a report on rare grid squares is at
http://www.arrl.org/files/file/FFMA/FFMA_Survey_2007.pdf.

Peter Laws, N5UWY of Norman, Oklahoma wrote about odd, short path propagation during Field Day on 10 and 15 meters.  "From N5UWY, I worked K5PXP on 10 meters, 375 km (233 miles) to my east.  More
surprisingly, to me at least, I worked W5MRC on 15 meters, a mere 226 km (140 miles) to my south.  A few minutes later, a few kHz up,I worked N3IC at 1869 km (1161 miles).  All contacts were all around 0330 UTC on June 27.  I don't think I've ever made a contact that short (375 km) on 15, save for a few contacts in my own county".


John Tudenham, W0JRP of Joplin, Missouri mentioned more short skip on 15 meters during Field Day.  He wrote, "You didn't mention about the good E skip on 15 meters on field day.  I worked mostly 15 meter
CW from Joplin MO ARC field day station W0IN made over 60 contacts on CW on 15 and about 20 on 15SSB from here in SW Missouri, E skip was as close as IL, KY, TN and NTX.  Good signals, also worked on F2 two stations in Hawaii and one Virgin Islands, running 100 watts to a homebrew ground mounted vertical, also a few contacts on 10 and 6 loading 15 meter antenna".

Also from Missouri, Kent Doucey, N0IRM of Galena, Missouri reports" I wanted to drop you a line about the nice band openings here in Southwest Missouri on July 4.  Early in the day, around 1300z to
1400z great contacts were made on 20 meters to South Korean stations
DS5FNE, HL5NLQ, and HL4CBX with solid 57 signals.  Also a nice contact with V85RY from Brunei was made at the same time with a fair 54 signal.  Signals seemed to be solid with little fade on a very
quiet band.  It was nice to see these stations since the conditions
have been poor for the past bit. Then on the afternoon of July 4th at around 2100z to 2200z contacts were made with HA4FF, 4O3A, IK4GRO, CT1DVV, and F5BZB on 10 meters. Signals ranged from 53 to 57 with QSB into Southwest Missouri, but were all workable.  It was nice to see 10 meters open to Europe again".


 If you would like to make a comment or have a tip for our readers,
email the author at, k7ra@arrl.net.
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2010 Meeting Dates:
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August 14
September 18
October 9
November 13
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