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From the President – NC6R

Although we frequently focus on contesting,
MLDXCC is also a DX Club. Over the last several
years, we as a club have participated in the CQ DX
Marathon which is a yearlong event. The CQ DX
Marathon accepts any and all DX, no matter of the
mode, that you’ve worked during the calendar year
toward the total score. Although it took a full year to
see the results, the totals are in. MLDXCC was
ranked #4 in the world; #2 in North America for total
number of DX contacts. That effort moved us up one
position over last year!

I’d like to thank the outgoing MLDXCC officers, board
members and newsletter editors. Without your
selfless efforts we could not continue to be the First
Class club we’re becoming. I’d also like to thank the
incoming officers and board for you willingness to
step up and be a part of the MLDXCC team. A big
thanks to Doug WE6Z for stepping up as newsletter
editor, your willingness is greatly appreciated.
As there was no December meeting, here’s a quick
recap. The MLDXCC November meeting was held at
Mountain Mikes Pizza in Martell. During the business
portion of the meeting the slate of officers for year
2020 was presented, a vote taken and was passed
unanimously.

As always, good website resources for upcoming
contest and DX announcements are Contest calendar dates are listed at
https://www.contestcalendar.com/index.html

DX operation announcements can be found at https://www.ng3k.com/misc/adxo.html

As some of you may know the results of CQP (CalQSO) have been released. Results are in and
although we’re not a big club in numbers we
certainly are in member participation as MLDXCC
took first place in the large club category. To achieve
a CQP victory for the 5th straight year took all of
MLDXCC working together as a team.
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Catch you on the bands 73, Steve / NC6R
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From the V.P. - W1RH

category, the results have arrived for the 2019
California QSO Party.

I’m pumped!

We’re Number 1! The top club in the state
competition. Here’s how we compared in 2018
and 2019:

In the past two days, we have proven just how
good we are as a club full of contesters AND
DX’ers.
While we’re still crossing our fingers for our fifth
gavel in the Sweepstakes Medium Club

You can see that although we had four fewer
logs, we actually had just about 200,000 more
points in 2019. Although we won the plaque in
2018 in the Unlimited Category, SCCC kicked out
butt last year, scoring about 400,000 more
points than MLDXCC.
The MLDXCC Newsletter

It’s important to note that a club must declare
their category. If the club declares themselves a
Medium Category club, only the top 35 logs are
figured in the final score. I have never been a
fan of this rule, but it’s there for a reason. I’d
rather compete in the Large Club category for
2

CQP (as opposed to Sweepstakes). That means
we would not have received a plaque last year,
but I still like competing head-to-head in a
competitive field. SCCC has shown that they can
beat us. Maybe next year we can compete
head-to-head in a true fight for the plaque.

Let’s dig into this for a closer look at just how
good our guys and gals are in this club.
First, who won a bottle of fine wine, donated by
our own Jeff, WK6I? (Showing those members
who submitted their score on behalf of
MLDXCC)

Regardless of the fact that we had no
competition, we deserve to pat ourselves on the
back for a terrific effort in CQP 2019.

And, who won Plaques?
The MLDXCC Newsletter
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Note that Sue, K6SZQ won not one, but TWO
plaques. I’m guessing she’s going to have more
than Steve in the not too distant future!
Pretty impressive, eh?
But we’re not done
bragging!
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Red means a new county record. Here are some county records set by MLDXCC’ers:

I also want to note two Multi-Ops that scored
big:

that, with several MLDXCC members on this
team, we did get a portion of the total score,
which was a whopping 550,536 points.

Top Multi-Multi – N6O
The N6O operators included K3EST, K6AW,
N6RO, NA6O, N3ZZ, N6RNO, and N6GJB. I know
The MLDXCC Newsletter
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Top Multi-Single Expedition – K6T

Now, let’s put our DX club hat on and see how
we did in the CQ DX Marathon.

The K6T team was 100% MLDXCC, consisting of
yours truly (W1RH), AA1ON, W1SRD, and K0BEE.
K6T not only set a new record, beating our own
record for Tehama County, but we also beat the
K6QK Imperial County team, who has won the
Top Multi-Single plaque for the past several
years.

The final results will not be out until June, but
it’s a pretty sure thing that we will place 4th in
the world in the 2019 CQ DX Marathon.
Below are the claimed scores, subject to
verification:
2019

Let me say that it’s entirely possible I missed a
member or two in this review. We have a
number of members who are members of
multiple clubs and, for CQP, they choose to give
their points to another club. That’s OK, and
we’re still glad to have them on our team. Also,
I’m basing most logs for MLDXCC on what I see
in 3830. Another reason to post your scores to
3830!
MLDXCC members who were also wine winners,
but chose to give their points to other clubs
include AE6Y, N6TV, and N6DE. Congratulations
guys. Job well done!

How did we do in 2018? Take a look.

One MLDXCC member who did give his points to
the club is Alan, AD6E, who operated from his
KH6 QTH, as KH6TU. Alan was outside the
“circle” so his score did not count for us, but
nevertheless, a superb job, Alan!
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I want to note that in a year of practically no
sunspots, we were well over last year’s score.

Go MLDXCC!
Bob W1RH

Way to go MLDXCC! Now, everyone start
working that DX, logging it, and we’ll remind you
to submit it at the end of the year. Our goal
should be to beat the Argucaria DX Group,
which is a very large group of DX’ers from all
over the world.

Next Meeting
Date: Saturday January 25th
Time: 11:30 AM
Location: George's Country Café. 18700 CA-88,
Lockeford, CA 95237, USA

Congratulations to Norm, N6JV, who placed first
in Zone 3 and in the W6 Unlimited Category.

Presentation:
Steve, W1SRD, will be our presenter, talking
about next month's VP8PJ dxpedition to South
Orkney Island in the Antarctic. What's unique
about this pre-dxpedition talk, is that Steve will
play 9V1YC's professionally produced video
featuring the 2011 VP8ORK dxpedition. Using
the video as a guide, Steve will point out the
similarities and differences in their 2020
dxpedition next month. Get the inside scoop by
attending this great presentation.

Congratulations also go out to Mike, K7QDX,
who placed first in the W6 Formula 100 watt
Category.
Great job Norm, Mike and MLDXCC!
Enough bragging for now.
Be sure to attend our January meeting. I have a
really good speaker for January, but for reasons
I can’t discuss right now, he may or may not be
able to make the meeting. Watch the website
for details, including the location of the
meeting. We have a great backup presentation
if we need it.

MLDXCC Treasurer - K6SZQ

We don’t have a meeting in February but we do
have on in March. Our speaker will be John,
K6MM, who will give a presentation titled:
“Wake Island and The Forgotten 98”
The focus would be less on radios & antennas
(used in the 2013 K9W dxpedition), and more on
the historical role Wake played in WW II,
including the Forgotten 98 civilians who were
sacrificed during the war.
See you at the next meeting.
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CLUB Dues

Club Log Standings are based on worked entities
during the calendar year.

2020 dues are due!

Member Reports

The Dues period runs from Jan 1 to Dec 31. Dues
are $20.00 individual, $30.00 family

New ones on 160: 4O4A, HS0ZEE, 7X7X, HB0WR
& OE6IMD (#221)

Paypal – Send to: MotherLodeClub@gmail.com.
Use the Friends and Family option.

New on 80: TT8SN (288)

Cash or Check - Given to a club officer at a
meeting. Or mail to the Treasurer - Sue Allred
K6SZQ, 17610 Red Mule Rd. Fiddletown, CA
95629

New on 30: 7X7X (#336)
Norm - N6JV@N6JV.com

Contest Results
The ARRL RTTY Roundup is over. How did you
do? The NCCC got the required 51 logs to
submit as an unlimited club.

WE6Z’s
Yaesu
FT-101
Project:
A friend of mine gave me some FT-101s to
repair. It has been a long process, but I have
managed to restore one of them to working
condition. This involved replacing just about
every single electrolytic capacitor. The cool
thing about this series of radios is that the
boards are removable. You just have to remove
2 screws and slide the cards out. After replacing
all of the capacitors, I had to troubleshoot
several different issues. The ALC didn’t work
correctly and the marker generator was
intermittent. I was able to swap boards
between radios in order to get one of them
working. I had been working on them off and on
over the last 2 years, but recently I decided to
give it a full effort and finish one. It took about
3 weeks, working a couple hours a day. The
alignment of the radio was the hardest part, as
there are no less than 30 trimmer capacitors
and slugs to tune. Finally after all that time I

Club Log Standings
Overall
1 N6JV
Norm Wilson
2 K6OK
James Varney
3 K6YK
John Lee
CW
1 K6YK
John Lee
1 N6JV
Norm Wilson
3 W6/KH7YFred Honnold
Phone
1 NC6R
Steve Allred
2 WU6W Richard Palio
3 K6YK
John Lee
Data
1 N6JV
Norm Wilson
2 K6OK
James Varney
3 WU6W Richard Palio
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73
51
31
14
8
22
3
3
77
73
33
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was rewarded with a working FT-101E. It has
been a lot of fun, and I have learned a lot.

Doug WE6Z

ARRL Contesting Certificates

Awards Checkers ARRL

If you have participated in ARRL Contests by
submitting your log, enter your call sign and see
your available certificates. You can view and
download them. The certificates show where
you placed in the contest.

Ken Anderson, K6TA
(DXCC, WAS, VUCC, 160M)
Rick Samoian, W6SR
(DXCC, WAS, VUCC, 160M)

http://contests.arrl.org/certificates.php
The MLDXCC Newsletter
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9

(WAS, VUCC)

assistance

Visalia contest dinner

along

the

way.

Your job would to contact the venue catering
people and choose a menu. Then you collect
funds from people who wish to attend. You also
have to find a speaker which is actually not that
difficult. They don't call us "hams" for nothing!

Hi all - I need to give up my role facilitating the
Friday night contest dinner. Yes everything is
okay,
it's
just
time.
If you would like to take it over please contact
me directly. I will of course provide everything
you need to do it the way I've been doing it (if
you want to do that) and any necessary

73 Jeff WK6I

Tube of the Month

Photo 1: UX-226
of the UY-227

UX-226 & UY-227

Photo 2: Internal structure

The “money” tubes
In 1927, RCA introduced a new tube. It was
designated the UX-226. It was a standard
looking tube, but it had a coated filament that
was optimized to produce very low hum when
run on AC power. The UX-226 (also C-326, 226
or 26) was a triode that could be used for any
stage of a receiver except the detector. That
same year, RCA announced the UY-227. The
227 had the same shape as the 226, but its
filament was arranged to heat a cylinder which
had metallic oxides plated on it. The filament
was now called a “heater” and the cylinder or
cathode was connected to a fifth pin in the base.
The old filament was no longer the cause of
hum and the new tube made an excellent
detector.
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Battery sets were difficult to tune and the
batteries could make a mess.
What the
consumer wanted, was a radio that would run
off AC power and could be safely operated by a
child. The tube and radio receiver companies
finally had what they needed to mass produce
inexpensive home entertainment. It was the
“roaring 20s” and they wanted their profits to
roar.
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A good example of the type of radio that was
mass produced was the Atwater-Kent Model 40
from 1928. The circuit was a TRF (Tuned RF)
with three 26 tubes in the gang tuned RF stages,
followed by the 27 detector and then a 26 and
171 as the audio tubes. The 171 was a beefed
up 26 that would have higher output. Operation
was easy. Turn on a switch and set the volume.

Everything enclosed in a metal box with no
exposed wires. The extra output power made
headphones un-necessary and the family could
all listen to the radio at once. The Model 40
seems to have been a success as they made
over a million units. They gave #1,000,000 to
President Herbert Hoover.

Atwater-Kent Model 40

Visit the museum at N6JV.com
Norm N6JV

MLDXCC Focus Contests

*Proposed and approved at the November 12,
2016 MLDXCC general meeting.

The following lists all contests in which MLDXCC
would appreciate your efforts.

Northern California Contest Club (NCCC)
announced their focus contests at their August
2018 meeting. This list can be found in the Aug
2018 NCCC newsletter.

ARRL SS CW/PH
ARRL DX Phone*
ARRL DX CW*
ARRL 10M*
ARRL 160M*
California QSO Party
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ARRL RTTY RU
CQ WPX RTTY
CQ WPX SSB
CQ WPX CW
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MLDXCC
Bureau

–

Outgoing

ARRL

http://www.swpc.noaa.gov/products/weeklyhighlights-and-27-day-forecast

The Mother Lode DX/Contest Club will provide
Outgoing QSL Bureau services to current paid
club members. The policy is as follows:

UPCOMING Events
For the latest contest info, click on the
following link:
http://www.contestcalendar.com/contestcal.h
tml

The club will cover packaging, shipping, and the
$7.00 ARRL fee. Members will be responsible for
the $1.15 per ounce fee, payable to the club. A
scale will be provided at the designated
meetings to weigh the cards.

UPCOMING DX and DXpeditions

Twice per year, at the March and October
meetings, members may bring their outgoing
cards (or have delivered by another club
member) to the meeting for collection and
collating.
All regulations set forth by the ARRL must be
met, including:
Members must be ARRL members to use
outgoing bureau.
Must provide proof of membership (QST mailing
label, ARRL membership card)
Cards need to be sorted according to ARRL
requirements when brought to club.
The after-meeting program at those meetings
would be dedicated to weighing, merging the
cards, and making sure the paperwork is in
order.
For more information regarding the ARRL
Outgoing
Bureau,
please
visit
http://www.arrl.org/outgoing-qsl-service

Click the link below to display upcoming
DXpeditions.
http://www.ng3k.com/Misc/adxo.html

MLDXCC Reflector
The MLDXCC reflector is maintained at
groups.io. Visit https://groups.io/g/mldxcc
We also maintain a spotting reflector at
https://groups.io/g/MLDXCC-Spots
We are also on Facebook!
https://www.facebook.com

Classifieds
Members are requested to review their classified ads each
month for accuracy and to resubmit their ads or confirm
their desire to keep it running in the next issue.

The NOAA Solar Update

New! "The Serial Box" (SBOX) by N6TV –
Combination Serial Port Splitter, ACOM /
Elecraft / SPE Amplifier Interface, FSK/CW/PTT
keying interface, and Breakout Box

Click the link below to display the latest NOAA
solar predictions.

The MLDXCC Newsletter
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2020 Meeting Dates
https://www.eham.net/reviews/detail/13971
Serial Box

January 25
Feb
March
Apr
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
Dec
Dates are arranged to accommodate major contest dates.
Meeting dates are subject to change. MLDXCC
traditionally holds a mid-year combined meeting with
NCCC.

Serial Box
"The Y-BOX" by N6TV – 4-way Elecraft K3/K3S
ACC port splitter, Elecraft Amplifier Interface,
and Breakout Box
https://www.eham.net/reviews/detail/13296

Area Clubs
Northern California Contest Club https://www.nccc.cc
Lodi Amateur Radio Club http://www.lodiarc.org
Stockton Delta Amateur Radio Club http://www.w6sf.org
Pizza Lovers 259 https://www.pl259.org

Y-Box
N6TV

El Dorado Amateur Radio Club http://edcarc.net

Need QSL cards, business cards, club banners?
Contact Vina K6VNA vina@sign-tek.com

Sierra Foothills Amateur Radio Club http://www.w6ek.org

Dennis NJ6G has the following items for sale:
Astron RS-50 Power Supply - $95 OBO
M2 RC2800 Rotator Controller - $225
Dennis, NJ6G dennis@mail4life.net
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Redwood Empire DX Association http://www.redxa.com
Please contact the editor to have your club listed here.
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ARRL Pacific Division

Officers of the MLDXCC

Pacific Division Director
Jim Tiemstra K6JAT
k6jat@aol.com

President, Steve Allred, NC6R
sallred@volcano.nett
Vice President, Bob Hess, W1RH
w1rh@yahoo.com

Pacific Division Vice Director
Kristen McIntyre K6WX
kristen@alum.mit.edu

Director, Rich Cutler, WC6H
wc6h@yahoo.com

East Bay Section Manager
Jim Siemons, W6LK
jim@siemons.com

Director, Steve Dyer, W1SRD
w1srd@arrl.net
Director, Jeff Stai, WK6I
wk6i.jeff@gmail.com

Nevada Section Manager
John Bigley, N7UR
n7ur@arrl.org

Secretary, Emilia Seiferling, KI6YYT
Ki6yyt@arrl.net

Pacific Section Manager
Joe Speroni, AH0A
ah0a@arrl.org

Treasurer, Sue Allred, K6SZQ
sueallred@volcano.net

San Francisco Section Manager
Bill Hillendahl, KH6GJV
kh6gjv@arrl.org

Publicity Manager, Bob Hess, W1RH
w1rh@yahoo.com

Santa Clara Valley Section Manager
Brandon Bianchi, NI6C
ni6c@arrl.org

Editor, Doug Philips, WE6Z
we6z@hotmail.com

Sacramento Valley Section Manager
Dr. Carol Milazzo, KP4MD
kp4md@arrl.org

Webmaster, Norm Wilson, N6JV
n6jv@n6jv.com

San Joaquin Valley Section Manager
Dan Pruitt, AE6SX
ae6sx@arrl.org
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