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The Nugget

The Newsletter of the Mother Lode DX/Contest Club

MEETING DATE, LOCATION & PROGRAM 

When: Saturday, January 29th, 11:30AM-14:30PM 

Where: Ione Hotel, 25 West Main St., Ione, CA 95640 Phone: 209-274-6082, Order from their menu.
What: Our club presentation for the January 29 meeting will be a subject that is near and dear (sic) to our hearts – power line interference. Bob Pretzer, KA6RCN, a 23-year veteran of PG&E, will share with us his experiences investigating interference cases over the years. Bob worked in a variety of positions with PG&E and has been with the El Dorado Irrigation District for the past 9 years as a Hydro Superintendent. Bob recently gave this same presentation to the El Dorado ARC and was well received. So - come prepared with your notepads and questions about the one issue that seems to plague all of us at one time or another.
de Jim WX6V. 

Visallia 2005

Dear DXer --This is to advise you that the website for the 2005 International DX Convention is located at www.ncdxc.org/Ncdxc/Convention. You will be able to access all the usual information about the convention there and, also download a pre-registration form. 73, George Allan, W6YD

General Chair, IDXC 2005

FROM THE PREZ

DUES ARE DUE! Basic dues are $15 minimum. It is $10 more, if you want a paper copy of the ‘Nugget’. Donations gladly accepted. Please, pay at meeting…next best, mail to Treasurer, Carolyn Wilson, K6TKD at Box 273, Somerset, CA., 95684-0273. 

NOTE! Change of meeting location! Until further notice we will be meeting at the Ione Hotel on Main Street in Ione. See mldxcc.com, our web site for a map 

I’m off with a poor start to the New Year and I apologize for that. I put a note on the MLDX/CC reflector on January 15, asking, I thought, whether we would be willing to assess/loan/donate some money to help Redwood Empire DX Association bring Charlie Harpole, K4VUD out west to speak at a dinner meeting-location to be determined. Not having details as to venue and other costs, it was a matter of determining if we would be willing to put up some money. The matter is moot, as there is talk of Charlie coming to Visalia in April. Thanks to those that responded. 

I also goofed in addressing reflector messages. By putting too many addressees, it was delayed until list administrator could review. Jeff did ‘OK’ it as soon as he saw it. Thanks, Jeff! Other goof on the addressing was, by cc’ing instead of bcc’ing, the addresses were visible to ‘spam harvesters’. I know better and will not do that again.

We will be re-instituting a sign-in sheet starting with the January meeting. Make sure you sign in. I’ll explain further at meeting.

Field Day may be six months away, but we can be thinking & scheming. Jim has some great ideas to improve our operation. One is to obtain a ‘good’ 20 M beam. Keep your eyes open at flea markets, etc. 

Agenda for meeting:

Call to order

Roll call of officers

(Entertain motion to move business to after guest speaker)

Minutes & treasurer reports, including presentation of proposed budget

Committee reports

Old business

New business

Recognition of achievements, milestones, etc.

Adjourn

Are we all getting and using the MLDX/CC reflector? 

Hope to see everyone in Ione next Saturday! 

The VP Says…………….

Happy New Year! Hope that everyone had a wonderful Christmas season. My family and I had a wonderful Christmas trip to Seattle to see my oldest son, his wife, and our two grandsons. The tourist highlights for us included touring the U.S.S. Carl Vincent nuclear-powered aircraft carrier, having dinner in the Space Needle, and going to the original Starbucks store (my daughter is a “barista” and if you don’t know what that is – ask me). 

Certainly has been an interesting time on the airwaves this past month. Let’s see – there was the sudden end of the VU4 DXpedition due to the tsunami disaster in Asia, Time Magazine’s pronouncement of our hobby as being slightly embarrassing, the plethora of smaller contests, the mix of space weather that we have been having lately, and the big storms that swept through here at the end of December. Hope that all of your antenna installations survived intact.    

Over at my QTH, excitement is brewing while the long-awaited tower project finally gets off the ground (literally). As soon as the underground utility service folks finish marking my property, the excavator guy will arrive with his tractor to get the hole dug for the ole TX-455. Now the search is on for an adequate antenna rotor. Turned in my annual submission of QSL cards to the DXCC folks at ARRL – now waiting to see what my updated country count will be at the start of 2005. Managed about two hours operating during NAQP CW, mostly just to work the NCCC gang. It was nice to hear so many stations taking part in this event. 

Looking forward to our January meeting at the new location. Hoping to learn something about line noise abatement – see ya there.

Jim  -WX6V-

Recent Contest Scores (as reported via e-mail):

N6RK     ARRL 160 meter     – 81,844

         Stew Perry 160   -    1,094

NU6T     NAQP SSB         -   13,072

K6LRN  NAQP SSB          -    21,483

KF6T     NAQP CW         -   175,624

WK6I    ARRL RTTY RU     -   129,465

            NAQP SSB     -   144,144            

I’m probably missing some – sorry if your score isn’t listed. See future results to wx6v@msn.com. 

Jim  -WX6V-

PROFILE OF THE MONTH, Dave Engle, W6DE 

Ex WV6BBP, WA6BBP, N6FTZ, KE6ZE

I was first licensed in the 1957, as wv6bbp, a novice, before the year was up I took the Technician exam and became wa6bbp.  Both those calls were handfuls on CW but I was never very active so it didn’t matter. My operating was limited to experimentation on the VHF bands and chatting with my buddies on 2M FM.  By the mid-60s I was completely inactive and my license lapsed in the late 1970s. 

In the early 1980s I went to a talk by ka6m about packet radio and became interested in packet radio.  So in 1982 I started all over again as a technician, n6ftz. I kept listening to CW tapes in the car and with a little on-the-air experience I passed the Advanced and requested a new call. I was now ke6ze, all within a year of starting over. I really wanted to work the bottom 25 kHz of 40, so I finally upgraded to Extra but I kept my Zuluuuuu Echooooo for a little while longer.  But when the FCC opened up call sign reissue I became w6de. I did lose the punch of Zulu Echo on SSB pile-ups though. Deltahhhhhh Echooooooo will have to do now; such is the price of getting your initials in your call sign.

Packet radio had kept me fired up for several years and I upgraded to Advanced to be able to participate in some nets on the new operating mode.  I started with a used Ten-Tec Triton and I had wires in the attic and could barely hear most stations, next came a TH3jr on a push up mast at 40’ and I was amazed at what I could hear.  Somewhere along the line I became hooked on DXing, joining the NCDXC when I got my first hundred cards. With DXing came a new Icom 751A, now I could actually find the call-outs from the DX club repeater.  I took the sage advice, that “you ain’t serious about DXing until you spend more on your antennas than your radio”. So up went a 65-foot tower with a three element 40 and a KT-34XA.  Man, I could work ‘em all, there was no comparison to the old system! With these, and subsequent combinations, I’ve worked and confirmed about 300 mixed and about 160 CW entities, achieving CW and Mixed DXCC.

One thing leads to another and I decided “red plates means no waits” and some real power was called for.  I bought a Henry 3K-A and struggled to get it into my upstairs shack.  I had to rebuild it, but that baby could really pump it out.  A pair of 3-500Zs with 2500 volts on the plate will easily put out the legal limit.  I installed a bigger blower since it generated so much heat and I had to add a fan in the window to get the heat out of the shack.  The KT-34XA and Henry combination was a death ray on 10 meters. Over a few years I figured-out contesting strategy and had no problem running JA’s and keeping my frequency.  The 3-element 40 slowly converted me to 40 meters as my favorite band, If I could hear ‘em I could work ‘em.  In contests or working gray line it was like shooting fish in a barrel and I never had to make more than a few calls. 40 was my band for a “sure QSO” for DXpeditions.

However, contest fever dictated a need for a 160 capable amplifier and I picked up an Icom AT-500 and IC-2KL pair.  The set up was a fine combination with my 751A. There is nothing like instant on and automatic band changing; I used that combination for several years.  But interests change, and somewhere along the line I sold the 3 El 40M, KT-34 beams and put up a tri-band 40/20/15 beam and a separate 10M beam.  It wasn’t as good as the previous set up, but it wasn’t overloading the tower either.  I also tired of running low power on 160 so I sold the Henry, the Icom pair and got a Alpha 76PA.  I shouldn’t have sold that Icom pair.  Man, never under estimate the convenience of instant on, even if it’s only 500 watts.

I have kept-up my interest in VHF/UHF, had a satellite set-up with a Yaesu 726 and worked a number of countries there also.  I also used my 2m and 70cm satellite beams to operate contests and have become familiar with VHF+ propagation.  My brother n6pyi and I have operated several June VHF contests from mountaintops.  We trade off each year, one cooks and the operators.  I still have a loaded Yaesu 736 and other equipment for 6m to 23cm portable operation, both weak signal and FM.  My new shop’s attic is stuffed with home brew and commercial beams for most of these bands.

We moved from San Jose to Campbell in 1995 and the tower and antennas came down.  We moved all that stuff to Campbell and then to Placerville and it’s still not up yet.  I’m not likely to get the tower up soon in my CCR ruled neighborhood. It’s only a 7 house neighborhood, and I’m on good terms with the neighbors but I’m waiting for the right time to try to it OK’d. Hope I’ll be able to put up a modest 3-element beam (Steppir maybe?). 40M will probably get a wire beam or vertical beams hidden from view.  But I finally have space for a 160M-wire beam antenna.  If I can’t get my tower past the CCR’s a tower trailer is gonna just pop-up in the driveway, I need one of those for VHF mountain-topping anyway. Right?  This QTH isn’t very good for VHF anyway as it is in a small draw.  I’ll probably get a good multi-band vertical up and unless I get another satellite set-up, that’s probably all I’ll do for VHF here.

The other stuff.  

I retired from Lockheed Martin/Loral/Ford Aerospace several years ago when we moved to Placerville.  Since then, I went to work for another outfit specializing in consulting to the Aerospace business.  I can call the shots about when I want to work and I will continue to do so for a few years more.  I’ve also have several other hobbies to keep me busy.  My shop building was just completed and keep a couple of old cars in it, as well as a machine shop to work on them.  But, mostly I’ve been tearing up—ah, landscaping—the property here in Placerville with my tractor _.. . Dave, W6DE

MLDXCC TREASURER’S REPORT, DECEMBER 2004 Balance December 1, 2004: $280.51

Income:
Donation
$ 5.00



Dues

 15.00





$20.00

Expenses:
PO Box
$24.00

Balance December 31, 2004:




Cash

$ 58.36



Checking
 218.15





$276.51

Carolyn Wilson, K6TKD, Treasurer


EDITOR’S MESSAGE

Karen and I hope that all had a wonderful and safe holiday season.  After having 18 for Xmas dinner, cleaning up before and after then packing-away all the holiday stuff we are both a bit tuckered-out. But it was well worth it and we had a great time.  Unfortunately our New Year was a bit subdued, a cold found Karen the day before and she was happier just keeping warm, curl-up on the couch than wanting to go out and party. Oh well…

The New Year started out with my mother’s 89th birthday party on the 1st, and of course, rain for the next 10 days.  Man! I don’t know about the rest of you but we averaged 1 inch a day (10” total) during that period.  It’s times like that we are glad that we are on the top of a small hill cause’ the folks below us had to contend with a lotta’ muck!

Now that things have dried out a bit I have attacked the lower antenna field again. I relocated the three 40M verticals (that were in a ¼ wave triangle array) added one more, and now have a 32’ square 40M array.  Notice I didn’t say 4-square array. Why? Cause the 4 antennas are a Yagi-array not a phased array.  No $350 phasing box need here! I just used an old Ameritron antenna-switch, and +J65ohm of 50ohm feed-line on the un-selected verticals. It achieves a calculated (and measured) 15-20dB F/B on received signals (DX and stateside) and a 5+dB gain over a single vertical.  Not bad for something that can be built for about $150, plus a couple hundred feet of RG-213. And, it can easily be setup on your average city lot. Oh, I guess I did leave out one tiny thing; it’s installed over my 7000’ radial field.  Well… there ain’t free lunch, right?

So how’s DX at the ol’ QTH you ask?   Between 23 Dec 04 and 20 Jan 24 I worked the following for new band countries:

VU4NRO, 12/25/04 30M (hope it wasn’t a slim)

CW5R, on 30,12 and 80.

3G0YP, (CE) on 160. 

KG4SB & PJ5NA on 160 (Close to 70Wkd on the band). 

And last but not least, (N6JV’s group) XF1K on 12M Thanks Norm!

Not to brag, but I am looking forward to working the 3Y0 on 160M, the only HF band I need 3Y0 on. 73 and CU all at the meeting, de Rick W6SR 

MEMBER’S NEWS & STUFF FER SALE

1. Finally worked Europe on 160 meters.  Also worked VU4 on 20 meters.

2. Did real well in the ARRL 160 contest.  Looks like I am 2nd on the West Coast in the low power division.

3. The 106-foot tower is on its hinge on the concrete base, and I am assembling the raising fixture.  I expect tilt up within a few weeks.

4.Attended planning meeting for Visalia.  The prize room will tentatively be open from 10 to 5:30 on Saturday and 9-10 on Sunday.  Drawings will be at 10, 12, 2, and 4. We would like to staff the room with 2 people if possible.  We also need to handle the pre-reg. prize drawing at the banquet on Saturday night and the grand prizes at the Sunday breakfast.  If everyone works it would be abt. 2 hours each, we have just enough people (there are 8 definites, 1 maybe, plus me).  The BBQ at UST is still in limbo. UST moved 10 miles farther away.  If it does happen, it will take longer to get out and back.  I may elect to close the prize room for an hour at lunch.  The QSL checking may be pushed back from 1 to 2 due to the BBQ.  Next meeting Feb 19 in Bay Area. de Rick N6RK

Like many Sierra denizens, I missed most of NAQP CW while moving snow from places I need to be to places that can stay covered until Spring. The towers seem secure and even the tree-mounted 160m dipole is still there.

73, Rick N6XI Truckee

KI6CG had a Ham IV rotor failure. Yaesu G1000 is the replacement. Just take it all down, tilt over, swap rotor, tilt up, pull up antennas, connect up all the coax cable and I'll be back on the air. de George. 

Santa left me a Rascal-GLX radio interface. He must have been watching me check the reviews on the NCCC website. I've since been running FSK to my IC-746 and even though I have the worse location for a station (on Earth), I am still working DX. I must say that MMTTY is a well-documented program. Even the plug-in for Writelog installed and ran well. In the Roundup I didn't rack up enough RTTY Q's to send in a log but still had lots of fun, setting things up. Next project will be to set up my laptop and IC-736 for RTTY (can everyone say Field Day????). So far the biggest hurtle looks to be getting radio control for Writelog to work using a USB port. Studying for my Extra upgrade and an home antenna project will keep me busy until WPX rolls around.. With access to the RTTY portion of the band, it seems a little easier for us Generals to pick up DX, rather than wait for the pile-ups to pick warc band or a freq. above x.025. CUL8R Ron - KG6CMS, Secretary- MLDXCC

For Sale: 

Rigblaster Plus, complete w/ cables Club special $50(list $140) kg6cms@arrl.net

For Sale:

70' Wilson ST-77B cylindrical tower, similar to US Tower MA770 It’s is a four section 70’ tower. Includes rotating base/stand, installation erecting fixture, electric lift winch, rotator, and engineering calculations, very good condition, tower down and stored in garage, $900.

Create Design 714T-3, tri-band beam--40, 20 &15. Two elements on 40, four elements on 20 & 15, on a 28' boom. A killer of an antenna.  Also includes a 4 el 10m Cushcraft beam. Very good condition. $250.

Force 12 C-4XL beam, never been up, partially assembled.  $500.

All items are down/disassembled and in inside storage.

Dave, W6DE, 530-626-8910.  All items local pick-up in Placerville CA.

On the 6th of January, N6JV started a trip to Baja Mexico that would end up being 3240 miles round trip.  XE2K, N6VR and N6JV would be the main operators for another XF1K operation to 2 different IOTA islands in Baja California Sur.  The first was Asuncion Island near the Bay of Asuncion.  In 2 days, 5334 QSO’s were logged on SSB and CW.  Asuncion is a wildlife refuge and special permission had to be obtained.  

After this operation the  crew packed up and traveled across Baja to the Sea of Cortez side.  After waiting 3 days for the weather to clear, the group left Mulege for Santa Ines Island, 9 miles away.  A rough boat trip.  The 2 days on Santa Ines netted 4458 QSOs.  Conditions were not as good and a flare messed things up further.  The island stay was cut short due to sea conditions and a real rough boat trip back to Mulege. 

A full account of the operation will be published on the Island Radio Expedition Fund's WebPages:  http://www.islandradio.org

Norm  N6JV, http://N6JV.us

LATE BREAKING NEWS/INFORMATION

RE: Peter I DXpedition –3Y0X- New Dates

From: Ralph, K0IR Bob, K4UEE

January 21, 2005

Our last press release announced a delay in the 3Y0X DXpedition to Peter I.  We can now give you more specific information.

The vessel we have chartered could not meet the original sailing date.  The renovations and modifications taking place on the ship were not completed on schedule.  K4UEE and LA6VM just returned from a visit to Chile that included an inspection of the team’s chartered vessel, a meeting with the CEO of the charter company and the shipyard project supervisor, and an inspection of the team’s equipment/supplies in our sea container stored in Punta Arenas.

We were disappointed to see that the ship is still not ready.  Work is progressing, however, and the charter-company tells us they expect to be ready to sail for Peter I on February 10.  We are not entirely confident the work can be completed on time, but the team is prepared to assemble in Punta Arenas, Chile on February 8.

If all things go well, we will arrive at the island about 6-7 days after departure, depending on the route, weather, and ice conditions.  Our landing operations will commence immediately once the weather allows for safe helicopter operation.

We will first establish a safe, secure, and self-sufficient camp.  Once this is complete we will begin setting up stations and antennas.  We will be on the air as soon as possible, but this too is dependent on the conditions on the island.  Blizzards, high winds, and low visibility are very real potential problems.  

We still plan to bring up 9 stations with amplifiers and a large array of antennas.   Despite the schedule change, the team still hopes to spend 2 full weeks on the island.  And, very importantly, our entire team remains intact.

The state of preparation of the ship, the location, complex logistics, weather, and sea ice are all challenges and largely out of our control.  We will do all that is within our power to complete this DXpedition safely and within this new time frame.  If all goes well and we sail as planned on February 10, we will return to Punta Arenas on March 10th.  Check our web site, www.peterone.com, regularly for updates. 

UPCOMING EVENTS

Foothill Flea Market

2nd Saturday of each month from March through October at Lockheed, Sunnyvale.

Livermore Swap Meet

1st Sunday of each month at Las Positas College in Livermore, 7:00 AM to noon, all year.  Talk in 147.045 from the west 145.35 from the east.  Contact Cliff Chiba, KF6EII, (209) 835-6715, email larkswap@usa.com. 

Placerville Swap Meet 

Every third Sunday, 3970 B Missouri Flat Rd #3, Placerville.  7:00 AM to 11:00 AM.  Talk-in on 146.865 – PL 142.2, 440.700 + PL 88.5.  No fee, free parking.  Hwy. 50 East, take Missouri Flat off-ramp.  Go over Hwy. to 2nd light, into shopping center in front of Radio Shack.

CONTEST FEEDBACK/UP-COMING CONTESTS

ARRL January VHF Sweepstakes 1900Z, Jan 22 to 0400Z, Jan 24 

CQ 160-Meter Contest, CW 0000Z, Jan 29 to 2359Z, Jan 30 

REF Contest, CW 0600Z,Jan 29 to 1800Z,Jan 30 

Vermont QSO Party 0000Z,Feb 5 to 2400Z,Feb 6 

10-10 Int. Winter Contest, SSB 0001Z, Feb 5 to 2359Z, Feb 6 

YL-ISSB QSO Party 1100Z,Feb 5 to 1700Z,Feb 6 

Minnesota QSO Party 1400Z-2400Z, Feb 5 

Delaware QSO Party 1700Z, Feb 5 to 0500Z, Feb 6 and 1300Z, Feb 6 to 0100Z, Feb 7 

North American Sprint, SSB 0000Z-0400Z,Feb 6 

ARS Spartan Sprint (Feb) 0200Z-0400Z, Feb 8 

KCJ Topband Contest 1200Z, Feb 10 to 1200Z, Feb 11 

CQ WW RTTY WPX Contest 0000Z, Feb 12 to 2359Z, Feb 13 

SARL Kid's Day 0700Z-0900Z, Feb 12 

SARL Field Day Contest 1000Z, Feb 12 to 1000Z, Feb 13 

Louisiana QSO Party 1500Z, Feb 12 to 0300Z, Feb 13 

OMISS QSO Party 1500Z,Feb 12 to 1500Z,Feb 13 

FISTS Winter Sprint 1700Z-2100Z, Feb 12 

RSGB 1st 1.8 MHz Contest, CW 2100Z, Feb 12 to 0100Z, Feb 13 

North American Sprint, CW 0000Z-0400Z, Feb 13 

ARRL School Club Roundup 1300Z, Feb 14 to 0100Z, Feb 19 

ARRL Inter. DX Contest, CW 0000Z, Feb 19 to 2400Z, Feb 20 

CQ 160-Meter Contest, SSB 0000Z, Feb 26 to 2359Z, Feb 27 

Mississippi QSO Party 1500Z, Feb 26 to 0300Z, Feb 27 

North American QSO Party, RTTY 1800Z, Feb 26 to 0600Z, Feb 27 

High Speed Club CW Contest 0900Z-1100Z, Feb 27 and 1500Z-1700Z, Feb 27 

North Carolina QSO Party 1700Z, Feb 27 to 0300Z, Feb 28 March, 2005 

UP-COMING DXPEDITIONS

Jan 18-27, 2005 DXCC: Papua New Guinea Callsign: P29ZAD QSL: P29ZAD Direct

Source: 425DXN (Jan 8, 2005)

Info: By P29ZAD fm Tabar Is (OC-099); spare time operation; chk ± 14260 around 8 and 21 UTC; QSL: Jerry Walker, P.O. Box 264, Ukarumpa, EHP 444, Papua New Guinea 

Jan 21-Feb 6, 2005 DXCC: Virgin Islands

Callsign: KP2 QSL: G4OOC

Source: 425DXN (Dec 4, 2004)

Info: By G4RCG KI7VR as KP2/homecall fm St Croix (NA-106); QSL OK via Buro or direct

Jan 22-27, 2005 DXCC: Jersey

Callsign: MJ QSL: PA3GIO

Source: NG3K (Jan 16, 2005)

Info: By PA3GIO as MJ/PA3GIO/p fm EU-013; 80-10m; SSB only; follow QSL link for QSL info

Jan 24-Feb 2, 2005  DXCC: Malta

Callsign: 9H3RW QSL: G4IPE

Source: 425DXN (Jan 22, 2005)

Info: By G4IPE fm EU-023; QSL OK via Buro or direct

Jan 25-Feb 3, 2005 DXCC: Mauritius

Callsign: 3B8 QSL: HA7TM

Source: HA0HW (Jan 11, 2005)

Info: By HA7TM as 3B8/HA7TM; 40 20 15 10m + WARC bands; 100w; GP; QSL OK via HA Buro or direct

Jan 26-Feb 5, 2005 DXCC: British Virgin Islands

Callsign: VP2V QSL: VK4AAR Direct

Source: W3HQ (Dec 30, 2004)

Info: By W3HQ fm Virgin Gorda; mainly evenings; E-mail sked requests OK until Jan 22; QRV for CQ 160m CW Contest

Jan 26-Feb 22, 2005 DXCC: Rotuma

Callsign: 3D2RE/R  QSL: 3D2RE

Source: HA0DU (Jan 21, 2005)

Info: By HA9RE HA8IB fm OC-060; all HF bands; CW SSB RTTY; see 3D2RE on qrz.com for QSL info; QRV for CQ 160m CW + ARRL DX CW contests 

Jan 31-Feb 17, 2005 DXCC: South Cook Islands 

Callsign: ZK1 QSL: M3SDE Direct

Source: SM6WET (Dec 2, 2004)

Info: By ZK1WET ZK1XMY ZK1SDE ZK1SDZ fm Aitutaki; 160-10m w/ focus on 20 17m; mainly SSB, but ZK1WET QRV in CW + RTTY; yagis for 20 17 10m + verts 

February 

Feb 1-26, 2005 DXCC: Aruba

Callsign: P40LE QSL:?  

Source: N4AA (Jan 14, 2005)

Info: By K2LE; focus on WARC bands 

Feb 2-22, 2005 DXCC: Reunion

Callsign: FR QSL: F5TNI

Source: 425DXN (Nov 6, 2004)

Info: By F5TNI fm AF-016 as FR/F5TNI; mainly CW, some RTTY PSK; also as 3B8/F5TNI for one week; QSL OK via Buro or direct 

Feb 3-17, 2005 DXCC: Somalia

Callsign: 6O0 QSL: M5AAV Buro

Source: I2YSB (Oct 26, 2004)

Info: By I2YSB IK1PMR IK2DIA IK2GNW IK2WXV IZ5BRW as 6O0G 6O0CW; 2 stations, all bands; direct QSLs fm IK2GNW (SSB) and I2YSB (CW RTTY) 

Feb 4-7, 2005 DXCC: Bangladesh

Callsign: S3A QSL: EI3IO

Source: 425DXN (Dec 11, 2004)

Info: By S21AM EI3IO fm Bhola Is (AS-140); all HF bands; CW SSB; contacts will be uploaded to LotW 

Feb 4-13, 2005  DXCC: Netherlands Antilles

Callsign: PJ4 QSL: NE8Z

Source: NE8Z (Dec 11, 2004)

Info: By NE8Z as PJ4/NE8Z fm Bonaire; focus on WARC + 6m, SSB CW 

Feb 6-13, 2005 DXCC: Mexico

Callsign: 6F1IHF QSL: See Info

Source: OPDX (Nov 1, 2004)

Info: By XE team fm Ixtapa Is (NA-183); all HF bands; CW SSB; QSL: Porfirio Lomeli, P.O. BOX 7177, Morelia, Mich 58262, Mexico 

Feb 6-26, 2005 DXCC: St Maarten

Callsign: PJ7 QSL: ND5S

Source: ND5S (Jan 20, 2005)

Info: By ND5S KF5LG as PJ7/homecall fm NA-105l 160-10m; CW RTTY SSB 

Feb 10-14, 2005 DXCC: Belize

Callsign: V31JZ/p

QSL: NN7A Source: NN7A (Jan 8, 2005)

Info: By NN7A fm South Water Caye (NA-180); 160-10m; CW; 20 15m IOTA QRG SSB possible; QSL OK via W7 Buro or direct; no skeds 

Feb 10-18, 2005 DXCC: Mongolia

Callsign: JT1 QSL:?  

Source: 425DXN (Jan 15, 2005)

Info: By I1ZB (JT1FCZ) and I1QOD (JT1FCY); mainly 80 50 30 15m; CW only 

Feb 12-Mar 31, 2005 DXCC: Crozet

Callsign: FT_W QSL: F5BU

Source: F5NQL (Dec 21, 2004)

Info: By F5BU fm Possession Is (AF-008); check 14278 kHz; SSB; spare time operation 

Feb 16-22, 2005  DXCC: Fernando de Noronha

Callsign: PY0ZFO QSL: W9VA

Source: W9VA (Dec 25, 2004)

Info: By W9VA; focus on WARC + 6m; QRV for ARRL DX CW as PY0FF 

Feb 16-Mar 14, 2005 DXCC: Dominica

Callsign: J73CCM QSL: SM0CCM

Source: SM0CCM (Jan 13, 2005)

Info: By SM0CCM; all bands; mainly CW RTTY, some PSK SSB; likely as few days as J70SWD fm Carib Indian Territory 

Feb 17-24, 2005 DXCC: North Cook Islands

Callsign: ZK1 QSL: M3SDE Direct

Source: SM6WET (Dec 2, 2004)

Info: By ZK1SDE ZK1SDZ fm Manihiki (OC-014); 160-10m w/ focus on 20 17m; mainly SSB; yagis for 20 17 10m + verts 

Feb 17-Mar 3, 2005 DXCC: Peter I

Callsign: 3Y0X QSL: K4YL Direct

Source: N2WB (Jul 6, 2004)

Info: By an international team; dates tentative 

Feb 22-Mar 5, 2005 DXCC: Peru

Callsign: OA4 QSL: SM1TDE

Source: SM1TDE (Nov 13, 2004)

Info: By SM1TDEas SM1TDE/OA4 fm Lima; 80-10m; focus on CW, WARC; QSL OK via Buro or direct 

Feb 22-Mar 9, 2005 DXCC: British Virgin Islands

Callsign: VP2V QSL: DL7DF

Source: DL7DF (Jan 3, 2005)

Info: By DL7DF DL7UFR DL4WK; All bands, focus on low bands; SSB CW RTTY PSK31 SSTV; 3 stns, at least 1 stn QRV 24 hrs/day 

Feb 23-Mar 5, 2005 DXCC: Aruba

Callsign: P40 QSL: N2MM

Source: W2GD (Jan 18, 2005)

Info: By W2GD; all bands, incl WARC; CW; QRV in CQ160 SSB and ARRL DX Phone 

Feb 24-Mar 3, 2005 DXCC: South Cook Islands

Callsign: ZK1 QSL: M3SDE Direct

Source: SM6WET (Dec 2, 2004)

Info: By ZK1SDE ZK1SDZ fm Aitutaki (OC-083); 160-10m w/ focus on 20 17m; mainly SSB; yagis for 20 17 10m + verts 

Feb 24-Mar 4, 2005 DXCC: Mauritania

Callsign: 5T0CW QSL: G3SWH

Source: 425DXN (Dec 18, 2004)

Info: By G3SWH G3RTE ON8RA ON5GA fm Nuachachott; 160-10m; CW only; at least 1 stn QRV 24hr/day; QSL OK via Buro, direct, or E-mail request for Buro 

Feb 24-Mar 4, 2005 DXCC: St Kitts & Nevis

Callsign: V4 QSL: Home Call

Source: AA1M (Jan 5, 2005)

Info: By W1USN AA1M W1SSR as V4/homecall fm St Kitts; all HF bands; CW SSB PSK; QSL OK via Buro or CBA 

March 

Mar 7-17, 2005 DXCC: French Guiana Callsign: TO7C QSL: F9IE

Source: F5NQL (Oct 15, 2004)

Info: By F6KOP + others fm Ile du Salut (SA-020) 

Mar 15-Apr 2, 2005 DXCC: Kerguelen

Callsign: FT/x QSL: TBA

Source: N4GN (Sep 19, 2004)

Info: By an international team 

Mar 18-20, 2005 DXCC: Guam

Callsign: NH2 QSL: JH0MGJ

Source: JH0MGJ (Dec 25, 2004)

PROPAGATION FORECAST
Propagation Forecast Bulletin 3 ARLP003

From Tad Cook, K7RA Seattle, WA January 21, 2005 To all radio amateurs 

This has been a very active week for solar flares and geomagnetic storms. Average daily sunspot number rose over 57 points this week

to 89, and average daily solar flux was up nearly 43 points to 132.7, when compared to the previous week. The average daily planetary A index more than doubled, from 17.9 to 36.6.

Huge sunspot 720 provided lots of excitement over the past week. Clay Evans from Colorado wrote to say that on January 14 he was driving to work near Boulder, and through the heavily filtered clouds he could see a large dark spot on the sun. This was probably sunspot 720.

Two large flares erupted from this sunspot on Saturday, January 15. Over the next few days the geomagnetic numbers bumped up dramatically, with a planetary A index for January 17-19 of 63, 72 and 62. The high latitude collage A index was 114, 136 and 106 for those same three days.

On Monday, January 17 another big flare blasted in our direction. It peaked around 0950z. As sunspot 720 moves off the center of the visible solar disk, more flares erupted, including a huge X7-class event on Thursday, January 20. The energy could sweep past earth today (January 21). This flare was the largest of the past year and triggered the largest radiation storm in the current 11-year solar cycle.

This radiation storm hasn't yet resulted in a geomagnetic storm here as of the writing of this bulletin on Thursday night. Currently the prediction is for a planetary A index of 25, 20 and 20 for January 21-23, but this could be higher depending on how direct the radiation hits earth. With sunspot 720 moving beyond view, daily solar flux values are expected to dip below 100 around January 23-24.

For more information concerning propagation and an explanation of the numbers used in this bulletin see 

http://www.arrl.org/tis/info/propagation.html.

Sunspot numbers for January 13 through 19 were 77, 65, 100, 99, 107, 109 and 66 with a mean of 89. 10.7 cm flux was 115.6, 129.8, 144.9, 144.5, 137.5, 124.3 and 132.5, with a mean of 132.7. 

Estimated planetary A indices were 13, 12, 22, 12, 63, 72 and 62 with a mean

of 36.6. Estimated mid-latitude A indices were 10, 11, 11, 10, 27, 35 and 31, with a mean of 19.3.

MLDXCC 2005 Meeting Schedule

29 January Noon, Ione Hotel

Membership Criteria 

Membership criteria may be obtained by writing the Secretary/Treasurer at:

MLDXCC

PO Box 1073

Pine Grove, CA 95665-1073 

The club website is: mldxcc.com

The MLDXCC NEWSLETTER

Information may be reproduced provided credit is given MLDXCC.

2005 Officers of the MLDXCC  

President: Dick Wilson, K6LRN,

k6lrn@arrl.net
Vice Prez: Jim Vennenman, WX6V

wx6v@msn.com

Secretary: Ron St.Jean, KG6CMS kg6cms@arrl.net

Treasurer: Carolyn Wilson, K6TKD 

k6tkd@arrl.net

Director: Ray Parker, ND6S

Nd6sarrl@sbcglobal.net

Director: Gary Stilwell, KI6T

E-mail: ki6t@arrl.net


Nugget Editor: Rick Samoian,W6SR samoian@directcon.net

QSL Manager: Norm Regan, WA6SJQ

Publicity Chairperson Brandt Woodard, K6BEW

ARRL Awards Checkers

DXCC, Gary Stillwell, KI6T & 

Ken Anderson, K6TA

WAS & others Dennis King, N6KD
ARRL Sixth District QSL Bureau

PO Box 530, Weed, CA 96094-0530. For more information, visit the ARRL Sixth District QSL Bureau Web site http://www.kqlz.com/qslbureau6.html 
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