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The Nugget

The Newsletter of the Mother Lode DX/Contest Club

MEETING LOCATION 

This month’s meeting will be Noon, the 23rd of August in the banquet room at the Round Table Pizza in Martel.

Meeting Program

Our meeting program had not been solidified at the time the newsletter was published.  However, your VP, K6LRN, has assured us it will be a good one.
Roster Update, NEW MEMBER

Jack Morgan, KF6T 

2040 Pheasant Hill Lane 

Auburn, CA 95602 

H:(530) 878-1150

Email: jack@racetimesystems.com
Jack was first licensed in 1954 and holds an Extra Class. His ex-call was W1FEA.  He likes all modes of HF operation. His equipment is IC-765, Amp, TH7 and wires. He is an ARRL member and his other interests are snowboarding, motorcycles and coaching.  Welcome!!

From the Prez:

The joint meeting between MLDXCC and NCCC went off with out a hitch.

Thanks to Doug Faunt N6TQS for a fine presentation and for all who made the journey from the Bay Area to attend. Thanks also to everyone who brought food and drink!

Congratulations to Jack Morgan KF6T who became a member of the MLDXCC at our last meeting. Jack is an experienced contester and was a tremendous help to the club during our Field Day event. Jack was also nice enough to present the club with a fine binder of field day photos. Thanks again for your application and welcome.

Dick (K6LRN), our contest chairman has made us aware of recently posted contest reports. Have a look at the 2003 CQDX CW and SSB reports.  http://www.arrl.org/contests/claimed/  It’s nice to see the club’s name in print again and wow, what tremendous scores!! (YEAH!!!!)

Field Day cards for K6AO have started arriving and our QSL manager Norm Regan (WA6SJQ) is back on the job. Norm was complaining about not having enough to do and said it’s about time we put him to work. (hmmm do we have any plans for K6AO and CQP?) Thanks for your efforts Norm.

Pictures for the field day event are trickling in and have been posted on the web site’s Field Day page. If you have pictures that haven’t been posted yet, please send them in. This event was too good to just file away and forget. Speaking of pictures, where are your station pictures? We have plenty of space on the web site and to date, only W6RKC has submitted. Send us photos of your tower, your wires, that dust covered HE20C (oops).

Also Dick has been the only one to make any recent recommendations for the web site. What else would you folks like to see there? That’s all for me. C U on the 23rd @ RTP.

Upcoming club events (yes we need your participation):

October 4th CQP

October Club Elections

October 25th CQWW SSB @ K6KM’s 

73 Ron KG6CMS

MLDXCC PROFILE OF THE MONTH

Ken Anderson, K6TA
Born in a small town near Louisville, Kentucky, Ken was originally licensed as KN9BTN in 1955 at the age of 15 after his family had moved to the Chicago suburbs.  DXing became a passion after an XE answered his hand key CQ on 40 as a Novice.

Previous call signs held are KN9BTN (1955-1956), K9BTN (1956-1957), K6CQF (1957-1975), K6PU (1975-1998), and K6DB (1998-2000).

DX calls include G5CFJ (1977-1983), G0CFJ (1983-1990), K6TA/HC8 (2001) and P40TA (2002).

Ken is a life member of ARRL, an A1 Operator, a DXCC Field Check Representative and a Volunteer Examiner. He has been a member of the Northern California DX Club (NCDXC) since 1966, and has served as an officer in that club.  He is a founding member of the Northern California Contest Club (NCCC) and Mother Lode DX/Contest Club (MLDXCC) and has served as an officer in both.  He is currently a Director for the Northern California DX Foundation (NCDXF).

Ken is currently No. 1 DXCC Honor Roll both mixed(369) and phone(360) and needs 7O and P5 on CW(343).  He also holds 5BDXCC.

In addition, Ken is an actively volunteer in emergency preparedness and communications for the State and County Offices of Emergency Services and the California Department of Forestry.

Ken holds Bachelor of Science degrees in Electrical Engineering and Mathematics from California State Polytechnic University.  After thirty years of aerospace engineering and management assignments on satellite and ground communications systems in North America and Europe he retired in 1996.

Ken is married to an active DXer, Kay, K6KO.

EDITOR’S MESSAGE

The highlight of this past month was a 5-day visit by our granddaughter Kandace, man, trying to keep up with an 11-year-old will really make you feel the weight of your years.

The record-breaking heat this past July was not very conducive to working on a tower erection project.  But, with the help of (local expert) N6JV, 50’ of Rohn 25G was in-planted on the lower 2 acres along with one C-3E as well as an 8’ mast and TX2 rotor.  This tower/beam assembly will be used as the 80M reflector for the new 2½ element vertical beam.  When completed, the tower will sport two Force-12 C-3’s that will also be used as the number two antenna system of the SO2R station.  I have also been adding more ground radials to the 40, 80, 160 system as well as starting the nasty job of soldering all (YUCK!) of the radial wire crossing junctions.  Ya’ just can’t have too many antennas in the air or radials in the ground.  Can you?  Karen and I would (again) like to invite the membership, their spouse’s and guests to our place for a casual BBQ meeting in either September or October.  We will supply all food and drink, just come-on over, relax and swap lies to your hearts content.  We will leave it to the MLDXCC board of directors to select the month.  Just be sure to let us know, HI HI. 73 fer now de Rick W6SR 

THE SECRETARY/TREASURER’S REPORT
Board Meeting, July 19, 2003

Due to the joint meeting with the Northern California Contest Club there was no Board Meeting this month.

General Meeting, July 19, 2003

The General meeting was called to order by Vice President Dick Wilson, K6LRN, at 12:28 PM.  Dick allowed plenty of time for all to enjoy lunch, then introduced our speaker, Doug Fount, N6TQS, who spoke about his recent trip to Ducie Island.  Dick then read membership application from Jack Morgan, KF6T, who was then voted into membership.  Meeting concluded at 2:30 PM.

TREASURER’S REPORT

Beginning Balance 07/01/03 $337.20

Income:   Dues
          $15.00

Expenses: Rent              $35.00

          Badges             $8.58

Ending Balance 07/31/03    $308.62
Respectfully submitted, Gary Stilwell, KI6T, Secretary/Treasurer

COMING EVENTS

Foothill Flea Market

2nd Saturday of each month from March through October at Foothill College, Los Altos.

Livermore Swap Meet

1st Sunday of each month at Las Positas College in Livermore, 7:00 AM to noon, all year.  Talk in 147.045 from the west 145.35 from the east.  Contact Cliff Chiba, KF6EII, (209) 835-6715, email larkswap@usa.com. 

Placerville Swap Meet – every third Sunday, 3970 B Missouri Flat Rd #3, Placerville.  7:00 AM to 11:00 AM.  Talk-in on 146.865 – PL 142.2, 440.700 + PL 88.5.  No fee, free parking.  Hwy. 50 East, take Missouri Flat off-ramp.  Go over Hwy. to 2nd light, into shopping center in front of Radio Shack.

CONTEST FEEDBACK

The deadline for reply comments on Docket 03-104, the Broadband over Power lines proposal, is/was August 20. This is ‘the’ greatest threat to amateur radio yet. While it may be too late to send reply comments, contributions to the ARRL’s Spectrum Protection Fund are still needed. If you think this does not concern you, think again. If you are in sight of a power line, you could be subjected to ‘S9’ plus clicks, birdies and other noise. Listen to the crud recorded by Ed Hare, W1RFI of ARRL HQ on the ARRL web site. 

Congrats to all that sent in logs for the ARRL DX Contests. The results for the SSB ‘test are not out yet…the CW part shows MLDX/CC with 6.44 million points. Thanks mostly to K6KM’s superb station manned by K2KW and KE7X contributing more than half of the 6 meg points. Others participating…K6TA, W6RFF, WX6V, KG6CMS, N6XI, W6RKC, KI6T and K6LRN. FB job, all!! The NCCC  had 27 entries for 25 mega-points plus. Northern California DX Club had 2 entries for 334, 479, Redwood Empire DX Assn (Sonoma/Marin county) had one entry with 41K points and River City also had one with 273K. 

Reminder: 55th International DX Convention is scheduled for April 23,24 & 25 at the Holiday Inn at Visalia. Rooms ‘may’ be available at either Holiday of John Jay. Info: www.scdxc.org/visalia. 

The Northern California DX Foundation’s video library now has 116 titles. Latest entries are VP8GEO, South Georgia and WRTC 2002 in Finland. These videos are available to clubs and groups. Only charge is for postage in both directions. For list and other information go to the Foundation’s web site: www.ncdxf.org. Click on services, then click on VHS videos for the video list. 

Recent contests:

NAQP CW. This is a 100-watt limit contest. Shows how bands come alive with some activity. 

Jim 
WX6V   339 Qs x 103 = 34,917

Andy AE6Y
 144 Qs x 103 = 7,200

Gary
KI6T
 168 “ x 80 = 13,440

Ken   K6TA
 356 “x 108 = 38,448

Steve
K6AW
 642 “x 185 = 118,770

Dick  K6LRN  465  “x  146 = 67,890

NAQP
RTTY

Jeff
WK6I
 218 x 91 = 19,838

Rick  W6RKC
  21 x 15 = 315

IARU RadioSport

K6KM (K2KW, op) 711 x 115 = 262,085

Gary
KI6T 35 cw+ 21ssb x 31 = 9,393

Rick  W6RKC   35 x 21 =9765


Dick 
K6LRN cw only 106,944 points

CQP 2003 - Mother Lode DXCC To: Mother Lode DXCC (contest club in California) California QSO Party (CQP) 2003 - http://www.cqp.org/ 1600Z October 4, 2003 -- 2200Z October 5, 2003 Sponsored by the Northern California Contest Club (NCCC)

FUN FOR CALIFORNIA CLUBS
Last year 7 clubs turned in scores for the “Top California Club” plaque. Your Mother Lode DXCC won the plaque with 18 logs and a score of 2 million points (a great job!). Will other CA contest clubs be after the plaque this year???

We would appreciate it if you could post this article to your email reflector and print it in your newsletter.

INTRODUCTION

Start your contest season with a “big bang” in CQP 2003. Participation was up a whopping 21% in CQP 2002. Come join us and win awards (plaques and wine),earn a certificate, buy a t-shirt and most importantly “have fun” in one of the largest state QSO parties. CQP is a great contest for California stations. * It’s easy for a new ham to get started and have fun. It’s not near as intense as the ARRL Sweepstakes contest for example. * You are “rare DX” and all the other stations in the world are seeking you. When you get on the bands and "call CQ" people will answer you! * Even people like me with low power and dipole antennas can make a lot of contacts.

RESERVE YOUR COUNTY
One of the goals for CQP is to have the equivalent of two full-time stations active in each of the 58 California counties. * Go to http://www.cqp.org/Counties-Plan-2003.html  to see the latest county plan * Californians can reserve a county by sending an email to the coordinator N6TV at n6tv@kkn.net including: County/Counties of Operation, Callsign to be used, Calls of operators, Number of hours you plan to operate, Your name, e-mail address and Phone number (optional).

MOBILES
Another way to activate many rare counties is to operate mobile. Take a friend along and see the California countryside. There is an award plaque for the “CA Mobile station with the most QSOs”.

OBJECT

Stations outside of California work as many California stations in as many CA counties as possible (CW and phone, 160-80-40-20-15-10-6-2 meters). Stations in California work everyone. * Updated Multi-Single rule for 2003 allows unlimited band changes! * Complete and final rules and other information at http://www.cqp.org/
EXCHANGE

California stations send QSO number and county. Note that California stations working other California stations must log the complete exchange, including the county. * Stations outside of California send QSO number and U.S. State, ARRL Canadian section, or Country.

AWARDS

The most plaques and awards in any state QSO party * 34 Plaques (wood and metal, not mere wallpaper!) * 40 Bottles of California wine (commemorative CQP labels with your call sign).  * Certificates to the top Single-Operator in every state, province, country, and CA county. * Certificates to each and every entrant who makes at least 100 QSOs Commemorative CQP 2003 T-shirts are available for purchase if you make at least 100 QSOs (waived for DX entries). Please include your size (M / L / XL /XXL) and $10 ($15 for DX entries). PLEASE SEND IN YOUR LOGS! Complete and final rules and other information at http://www.cqp.org/ Free-logging software CQPWin at http://www.cqp.org/Software.html Entries must be submitted no later than November 15. * Logs should be submitted by e-mail to cqp@contesting.com * Logs may be submitted via postal mail to: NCCC, c/o Al Maenchen, AD6E, 3330 Farthing Way, San Jose, CA 95132-1908.Marc, W6ZZZ, a member of the CQP Publicity Team.
UP-COMING CONTESTS

Hawaii QSO Party 0700Z, Aug 23 - 2200Z, Aug 24

TOEC WW Grid Contest, CW 1200Z, Aug 23 - 1200Z, Aug 24

Ohio QSO Party 1600Z, Aug 23 - 0400Z, Aug 24

YO DX HF Contest 1200Z, Aug 30 - 1200Z, Aug 31

SARL HF CW Contest 1330Z - 1730Z, Aug 31 SCC RTTY Championship 1200Z, Aug 30 - 1159Z, Aug 31 

All Asian DX Contest, SSB 0000Z, Sep 6 - 2400Z, Sep 7

IARU Region 1 Field Day, SSB 1300Z, Sep 6 - 1300Z, Sep 7

North American Sprint, CW 0000Z - 0400Z, Sep 7

WAE DX Contest, SSB 0000Z, Sep 13 - 2359Z, Sep 14

Louisiana QSO Party 1400Z, Sep 13 - 0200Z, Sep 14 and 1400Z - 2000Z, Sep 14 ARRL September VHF QSO Party 1800Z, Sep 13 - 0300Z, Sep 15

North American Sprint, SSB 0000Z - 0400Z, Sep 14

FISTS Coast to Coast Contest 0000Z - 2400Z, Sep 14

Tennessee QSO Party 1800Z, Sep 14 - 0100Z, Sep 15

ARRL 10 GHz Cumulative Contest 0600 local - 2400 local, Sep 20 and 0600 local - 2400 local, Sep 21 

Scandinavian Activity Contest, CW 1200Z, Sep 20 - 1200Z, Sep 21 

South Carolina QSO Party 1300Z, Sep 20 - 2100Z, Sep 21 

Washington State Salmon Run 1600Z, Sep 20 - 0700Z, Sep 21 and 1600Z - 2400Z, Sep 21 Panama Anniversary Contest 1200Z - 2359Z, Sep 21

Fall QRP Homebrewer Sprint 0000Z - 0400Z, Sep 22 

CQ/RJ Worldwide DX Contest, RTTY 0000Z, Sep 27 - 2400Z, Sep 28 

Check NCJ, CQ, and QST/ARRL for full rules and other details. Please, send me your scores; at k6lrn@arrl.net
CU.73, Dick, K6LRN VP/CC
DX-NEWS Ohio/Penn DX Bulletin #623

E4, PALESTINE (Good News/Bad News). Achim, DF3EC, who was in Ramallah and was active for a few days over the past week, is apparently back in Germany. However, "The Daily DX" reported Wednesday that the Israeli security personnel confiscated his transceiver before he left. If you were lucky to work him, QSL via DF3EC direct or bureau. 

HB0, LIECHTENSTEIN. Look for Gherardo, IZ1DSH, to be active now through August 19th as HB0/IZ1DSH. Activity will be on 40-10 meters SSB. QSL via the bureau or direct to IZ1DSH. 

HS, THAILAND. Champ, E21EIC, informs OPDX that there will be plenty of HS-Hams active in the SEANET Contest. Stations expected to be active are: 

· HS4BPQ/9 ALL BAND CW 

· HS0XNO 40M CW 

· E20HHK/P 20M MIX (AS-101) 

· HS0EHF 20M CW 

· HS1JNB 20M SSB 

· E21EIC 15M MIX (CW,SSB,RTTY,PSK,SSTV) 

· HS0GBI 15M CW 

· HS5AYO 15M SSB 

· HS1PDY ALL DIGI 

· HS8KGG/SWL SWL 

· HS0ZBS ? 

· HS0ZDX ? 

· HS0ZDZ ? 

· HS0/OZ1HET ? 

· E21CJN ? BIG GUN! 

IOTA NEWS........................ 

· NA-082. MDXA member Terry Jones, W8JE, along with Mississippi Gulf Coast amateur radio operators Karolina Sarnowska, KD5SDQ and Chris Sarnowski, KB5TBB will activate Ship Island (USI MS-005S, Harrison county), Mississippi, August 16th, weather permitting. Operations are planned to begin approximately 1530z and end approximately 2100z. Activity will be on 40-6 meters, SSB, as conditions permit. Callsign for the station will be W8JE. QSL via W8JE or the operator's home call, via QRZ.com SASE required for response. 

· OC-NEW. Operators V73T and V73B on Kwajalein are expected to activate a new IOTA as V73T from Taongi, Monday, August 18th. The boat ride there is over 36 hours. 

· SA-086. The Atacama Desert DX group (Operators XQ1IDM, XQ4ZW, CE1URH, CE1RQB, CE1VBH, CE1FLS, CA2WUI, CD0906 and CE6TBN) will be on the air as 3G2D from Damas Island (DICE ICE-201), October 17th, 18th and 19th. Activity be on 160-6 meters on CW, SSB and RTTY/PSK. They will have 3 stations running 24 hours daily like their 3G1P DXpedition. There will be plently of CW. QSL Manager is XQ1IDM. 

LIGHTHOUSE ACTIVITY (ILLW is this weekend!)

· A full list of stations who will be participating in this weekend's ILLW can be found at: http://lighthouses.net.au/illw/2003_list.htm A special event station signing CQ0RLH will be active August 17th, from Roca Ligthouse to join ARLHS ILLW. Reference numbers: ARLHS POR-007 and DFP FES-001. Activity will be on 40/20/17/15/10 meters SSB. QSL via CT2GZB. 

· The Metro Amateur Radio Club of Chicago will host a special event on Sunday, August 17th at the historic Grosse Point (Lake Michigan) Lighthouse (ARLHS reference USA-359) in Evanston, Illinois. They will be operating from 1700-2100z using the callsign K9Y. The suggested frequencies are (+/-): 

· CW - 7125, 14125, 21125 and 28150 kHz 

· SSB - 7175, 14250, 21350 and 28400 MHz 

QSL via N9NT (QRZ.com). 

· Area hams from Eastern Massachusetts working in cooperation with the U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) and National Park Service (NPS) are happy to announce the FIRST EVER Amateur Radio operation from Boston Light on Little Brewster Island as N1L. Boston Light (USA # 073) was the first lighthouse in America. It is currently the ONLY lighthouse still manned by the USCG. This operation will be take place during this year's 2003 International Lighthouse/Lightship Weekend (ILLW) from 0000z, August 16th to 2200z, August 17th. Operation will be on all ILLW listed frequencies which can be found at: http://lighthouses.net.au/illw/2003.htm. N1L (NUMBER ONE LIGHTHOUSE ) will also operate on IRLP Node # 4320 and Echolink Node NS1N-R to make this special operation available to as many people as possible. This is also the first activation of USA Island # MA-035-S (Little Brewster Island). A color photo QSL will be via the bureau for DX stations, and the QSL manager is KB1HJO. Send a SASE to CBA for direct QSL. For interesting reading about Boston Light, please check out the Web page at: http://www.lighthouse.cc/boston/index.html 

· CORRECTION BY Mike, N8MR: From Eagle Harbor, Michigan. Look for the Eagle Harbor Lighthouse (USA-253) to be activated in the ILLW, August 16-17th (not 15-16th), using the special 1x1 callsign, K8E. Modes of operation include HF/VHF, CW/SSB, FM Satellite and possible HF digital. Collectors of ARLHS numbers can get credit for three upon request: Eagle Harbor Lighthouse USA-253, Front Range Light USA-254 and Rear Range Light USA-255. QSL via bureau or direct to N8MR with #10 SASE. Web page is: http://www.kc8nah.com/Interests/illw03.htm 

· Look for Chris, DL9CHR, to be active as 9A/DL9CHR/p from Savudrija Lighthouse (CLHA reference CLH-073 for the Croatian lighthouse award, ARLHS reference CRO-134) located on Cape Savudrija (WW Loc. JN65rl), August 16-17th. QSL via his home callsign, direct or by the bureau. 

· Look for special event station CS5E to be active in ILLW, August 16-17th, from Ilha do Bugio (IOTA EU-040 and DIP ES-004) and Bugio Lighthouse (WLA LH-0647, ARLHS POR-005). Activity will be on 40/20/15/10 meters SSB. QSL via CT1CSY. 

· Members of the Salento DX Team (IK7JWX, I7PXV, IK7JWY, IK6CAC and IK7JPJ) will be active August 16-17th from Torre San Giovanni-Ugento (LE) Lighthouse (Wail PU-003, ARLHS ITA-171). They will be signing homecall/p. Activity will be on 40/20/15/10 meters CW/SSB. QSL via their home callsign, direct or bureau. 

· Look for the special callsign, LT7W, to be used by "Grupo Titan" during the International Lighthouse & Lightship Weekend from Punta Delgada Lighthouse (ARG-015), Peninsula Valdes, Patagonia. Details can be found at: http://www.LT7W.tk 

· Operators Simone/DJ2KS, Michael/DJ5KP and Christian/DL6KAC are currently on a Baltic Sea cruise until August 22nd. Their callsign (once in Denmark) will be OZ0AIS/mm. Their final destination will be an island which is part of EU-172 including the corresponding lighthouse. Name and exact location will be announced later due to the fact that bad weather might force them to change their plans. Activity will take place during the ILLW. Outside of the ILLW, they will use the callsign OZ0AIS/mm. 40m only, using a dipole. An APRS position report (starting August 10th/11th) can be found at: http://www.findu.com/cgi-bin/winlink.cgi?oz0ais QSL only via DL6KAC either direct or via the German Bureau. OZ0AIS is not member of the Danish Bureau. Make sure "via DL6KAC" is written on the card. Direct QSLs without postage will be returned via the bureau. The Lighthouse-QSLs will be printed after their return. 

QSL INFO AND NEWS................

· Carlos Nora, CT1END, reports that the log is now online for the recent activity of CS4B (EU-040 Bugio Island). Also, photos of the CS4B and CS5C (EU-145 Culatra Isl.) operations can be found on the Web pages at: 

· http://ct1end.netpower.pt/cs4b/ 

· http://ct1end.netpower.pt/eu145_culatra_2003/ 

· http://www.portal-dx.web.pt 

S61, SINGAPORE. Peter, 9V1PC, reports that the Singapore Amateur Radio Transmitting Society (SARTS) will be holding field day operations from St. John's Island off the southern coast of Singapore from the afternoon of Friday, September 5th, to midday Monday, September 8th. Two stations will be active on 160-10 meters with the special prefix S61FD. The S61FD team will have two experienced 160/80m operators: Bob Marshall-Read/G4VGO and Peter Cook/9V1PC. This team will focus on low band operations using an inverted L for transmit and a variety of loops, pennants and possibly beverages for low noise receive. They expect that 1 kW transmit power should be available. St. John's Island is in Region 3, IOTA AS-019, CQ Zone 28 and ITU Zone 54. QSL cards should be sent to: Incoming QSL Manager, SARTS, Robinson Road P.O. Box 2728, Singapore 904728. 

SPECIAL EVENT. Glyn, GW0ANA, reports: "Many Amateur Radio operators may be aware of the significance of "Flatholm Island " located in the Bristol Channel in the UK. The island has a very historic link in connection with our hobby as it was used by Marconi when he demonstrated to the British Post Office that his theory that radio waves would travel across water. He made the link via radio from Lavernock Point in south Wales to the island on Thursday, May 13th 1897. To pay homage to Marconi, the Barry Amateur Radio Society ( South Wales ) erected a monument on the island and each year make an annual visit to operate a special event station using the callsign "GB5FI" (Flatholm Island). This years'visit will take place between Friday, August 22nd and Wednesday, August 27th." The society will activate this very rare WAB square ST26 and operate mainly on the amateur HF bands to follow in the footsteps of the historic event. This year they also plan to operate via satellite using AO-40 and also Oscar 14 (subject to access in the short pass time). Their priority will be mainly SSB operation, but they may operate on the digital or SSTV modes. This is a very rare opportunity to add to your QSL card collection a "MARCONI EXperiment" location, Flatholm Island, via satellite! Lighthouse ref. number: 0007. QSL via GW0ANA direct CBA or via the Bureau is no problem. 

T8, PALAU. Haruki, JH9URT, will be active from here as T88HO and this will be his first DXpedition. Activity will be between August 22-26th and on SSB only on all HF band and 6 meters. QSL direct to his home address below or JARL bureau. His direct address is: Haruki Ohtsubo, 1377-1 Futatsuka, Takaoka, 933-0816 JAPAN. 

VK9X, CHRISTMAS ISLAND. Andy Chadwick, G3AB, informs OPDX that he will be active from Christmas Island as VK9XAB from August 30th to September 6th. Activity will be mainly CW. This is a low key DXpedition with 100w and wire antennas. QSL via G3AB. 

VP5, TURKS AND CAICOS. Dennis, K7BV/1, will be operating September 9-16th from the Turks & Caicos "HAM-LET" rental QTH. Six meters will be the primary focus (including meteor scatter) with active participation in the ARRL VHF Contest, September 13-14th. There will be HF operating when the 6 meter band is closed (primarly on RTTY and CW). QSL via KU9C. Website info for VP5/K7BV is: http://www.qth.com/k7bv/TURKS/ 

YI, IRAQ. Ghis, ON5NT, informs OPDX that he will be flying into Baghdad on Wednesday, August 13th. He will be there for about 3 weeks. His callsign will be YI/ON5NT (he has had his license since May and is already accepted by the ARRL). Ghis states to not expect big signals from YI. He is running an IC706MKIIg into wire antennas. Also, look for him on 6 meters. QSL via his homecall. Ghis also mentions that Robert, S53R, has finished his holiday time and will be active as YI/S53R (QSL via K2PF). He will be on the same flight into Baghdad with Ghis. Robert should be there for a couple of months. ADDED NOTES FROM ON5NT: Ghis also provided OPDX with his itenary after YI. He will head back to Belgium for 2 weeks, his daughter is getting married. Then back to U.A.E (A6). He might take another 2 weeks break somewhere at the end of October, early November. Then back to A6, returning home on December 10th (this is his birthday). During the time he is back in A6 (most likely Oct/Nov), Ghis will try to activate AS-021 (this will be a new one for most of the IOTA gang, since "Abu Dhabi" was deleted) and AS-124. The only direct address to use is: Ghis Penny, P.O.Box 93, BE-9700 Oudenaarde. He adds that his YI cards, and also the 5B4/ON5NT cards (for his April 2003 operation) will be printed and answered on his return to Belgium in December. During his absence, Ghis's XYL (he states, "She became an expert in QSLing, first step to get her into ham radio and a license, hi...) answers the incoming direct cards for the stations he manages. They are also still cleaning up the bureau cards for 5X1T (ON6TT) and EL2WW (ON4WW). Since both are members of the UBA, there's no problem with cards via the bureau (only, due to the amount of cards it takes a while). Ghis made 5U7JB also a member of the UBA, so cards are also accepted via the bureau. 

ZC4, UK SOVEREIGN BASE CYPRUS. Geoff, ZC4CW, will be active from the Eastern Sovereign Base, Cyprus, for the next few years. QSL via G3AB. 

ZK1/S, SOUTH COOK ISLANDS. "Team Vertical" is on the DX trail again. This time they are headed to Rarotonga, South Cook Islands (OC-013), and will be active between August 18-27th. Operators will be: Bill/K6KM (ZK1TOO), Mark/AG9A (ZK1KAT), Ralph/K9ZO (ZK1ZOO) and Kenny/K2KW (ZK1TTT). Activity is limited to 40-10 meters on CW/SSB. Two stations will be active when snorkeling permits, using 2 x Elecraft K2/100, and Force 12 vertical antennas on the beach. The station is on the northeast side of the island, with water paths to all the major population centers. The team will make extra efforts to work Europeans, since ZK1/s is a difficult path for them. QSL all ops via Kappy, WA4WTG.

PROPAGATION FORECAST

Propagation Forecast Bulletin 33 ARLP033 From Tad Cook, K7RA Seattle, WA August 15, 2003To all radio amateurs 

The average daily sunspot number for the week was about the same this week as last, and daily solar flux was only slightly higher.  Solar flux is expected to peak over the next few days, such as it is in this declining phase of the solar cycle. Expect solar flux values around 135 for Saturday, August 16 and then solar flux is expected to gradually decline to below 100 around August 24. Geomagnetic indicators should be unsettled to active today (Friday), but should quiet down over the next week. The predicted planetary A index for Friday through Monday is 20, 15, 10 and 10.

Currently there is just one sunspot group facing earth, and it seems to be growing fast as it moves into optimum position for earth-directed radiation. This presents a wild card for conditions over the next couple of days, since it could be the source of increasing solar wind.

Some editions of last week's bulletin contained a claim that in 57,617 BC Mars was only 34.62 miles from earth, which of course was not the case. So, this error calls for a visit to a news item on the Bad Astronomy web site at http://www.badastronomy.com/bad/news/index.html  Phil Plait of Sonoma State University in California runs the Bad Astronomy site to help dissuade and debunk some misconceptions that creep into films, television, popular culture and even science textbooks. In an August 13 item he talks about the excitement over Mars being close to earth, and points out that it will be only about 1 percent closer than it was in 1971.

Bruce Irving of Eagle, Idaho was K7ISM many years ago, and he wrote this week asking about some ghosting he saw on his television set after 0200z on Sunday, August 10. He wasn't able to ID the station, but noted that the image of a musical group performing wasn't on any of his other local channels in the Boise area. He asked if this could be skip from a channel 2 station out of his area, and I believe his hunch is correct. He noted that channel 2 is just about the 6-meter ham band, and being the lowest frequency television broadcast channel it is the one most likely to experience long distance propagation. In this case, it was probably some summertime E-layer propagation.

For more information on propagation and an explanation of the numbers used in this bulletin see the Propagation page on the ARRL Web site at http://www.arrl.org/tis/info/propagation.html.

Sunspot numbers for August 7 through 13 were 121, 111, 107, 112, 118, 114, and 112, with a mean of 113.6. 10.7 cm flux was 137, 132.9, 130, 131.1, 129.2, 123.3, and 130.8, with a mean of 130.6. Estimated planetary A indices were 15, 32, 15, 12, 11, 25, and 17, with a mean of 18.1.

MLDXCC 2003 Meeting Schedule

August 23

September 20

October 11

November 8

December 6

Membership Criteria 

Membership criteria may be obtained by writing the Secretary/Treasurer at:

MLDXCC

PO Box 1073

Pine Grove, CA 95665-1073 

The MLDXCC NEWSLETTER

Information may be reproduced provided credit is given MLDXCC.
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Website: is: http://home.attbi.com/~mldxcc/
Nugget Editor

Rick Samoian, W6SR
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Dick Wilson, K6LRN
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